
 
 
 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ                        Somerset, PA                  Friday, March 23, 2023 
 

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here! 
 

Dear St. Paul’s Friends and Family, 
 

“Unbind him, and let him go.”  (John 11:44c) 
 

The resurrection of Lazarus is often referred to as a little Easter, a 
preview of the main event that is just a little over two weeks away.  
There’s a lot going on in this famous story from John’s gospel.  Fear and 
death permeate the narrative, just barely fading into the backdrop of 
God’s glory seen in Lazarus’ resurrection.  Jesus has just survived his 
own brush with death in Jerusalem, almost being stoned by the Jewish 
religious officials.  He returns just a stone’s throw from Jerusalem to the 
home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus in the small village of Bethany.  
Jesus delays taking this risky journey for two days following receiving 
the news of Lazarus’ fatal illness.  Upon his tardy arrival, Jesus discovers 
Lazarus four days in the tomb surrounded by mourners and two very 
disappointed sisters. 
 
If only he would have arrived earlier Lazarus may have been healed, but 
instead he died.   That’s the charge that Jesus faces by his friends Mary 
and Martha and the mourners.  Jesus, for his own part, is not immune 
from the power of grief and death.  John tells us that his spirit was 
greatly disturbed when confronted with the intensity of shared loss and 
grief.  So much so, that Jesus cried.  Imagine the Son of God, God with 
us crying.   
 

You know how the story ends.  Jesus commands the stone to be rolled away, thanks God for hearing his 
prayers, and commands Lazarus to come out of the tomb.  Death and fear are real as they wait for Lazarus to 
emerge and certainly would have been made even more evident when seeing the formerly dead man walking, 
tightly wrapped in the gauzy clothes of burial. 
 
“Unbind him, and let him go.”  Jesus commands.  With that simple phrase resurrection is let loose into the 
world.  Lazarus is no longer bound by the power of death, but the power of God is glorified in his life.  This 
little Easter will be no comparison to Jesus’ resurrection, the one that will unbind all of humanity from the 
power of death.   
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“Unbind him, unbind her, unbind them—and let them go!” That command is for us as much as it was for 
Lazarus.  What fears, grief, anger, or death dealing forces bind you?  What danger or threat can wreck your 
life?  It’s for such things as these that Jesus came into the world to free us from their power.  God is always 
with us.  Though the Holy One’s presence is not always clear, like Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, his arrival is 
imminent and always right on time.  Perhaps one of the most striking things about God with Us is that through 
his glorification, we too are glorified, given new life, and made holy.  May Christ’s presence give you hope and 
healing as we dwell with God and one another unbound from the powers of sin and death. 
 
Blessings on your journey! 
Pastor Matt  
 
Here are our worship opportunities for the week ahead: 
 
Sunday, gathered in the Sanctuary and online on Facebook & YouTube at 9:30am. 
 
Telephone Worship: Tuesdays at 3:00pm    
For telephone worshippers: the toll-free conference call number is 1-844-855-4444.  The automated 
service will then ask for your access code or PIN.  Please enter: 512013#. 
 
Sunday, March 26, 2023 
 

Prelude              
 

Call to Worship   Amanda Deal 
One: Jesus raised his friend, Lazarus from the dead. 
All:  Jesus gives us life. 
One: He spoke to the Samaritan woman at the well. 
All:  Jesus gives us life. 
One: He taught Nicodemus. 
All:  Jesus gives us life. 
One: He healed a man born blind.  
All:  Jesus gives us life. 
One: He is a life giver. 
All:  Jesus gives us life.  
 
*Opening Hymn:    “When Morning Gilds the Skies”      100 

*The Greeting 

The Call to Confession  (adapted from Psalm 112:1)   Rev. J.M. Deal  
L: Happy are those who fear the Lord, who greatly delight in God’s commandments.   
All:  Let us show God proper respect by offering our honest confession and repentance. 
 
 
 
 
The Prayer of Confession  Rev. Elizabeth Dilley 



 
 
 

Revitalizing God, your power goes far beyond our own, and yet still we act as though the pains of 
this world have final claim upon us.  We give in to the despair and hopelessness of death, not 
trusting in your ability to call forth new life from the tombs of our lives.  Forgive us for doubting your 
power to raise up new life in the midst of all the deaths we experience.  Forgive us for wanting to 
limit you to “the last day” or “the world beyond this one,” not trusting you to move and act among 
us, within us, through us.  Forgive us, and open our eyes to the wonder of new life sprouting into 
being in our very midst.  In Jesus’ name we pray, amen. 

a time for personal reflection and confession 
 

Kyrie 

 
Words of Assurance  Rev. Elizabeth Dilley 
L: “Come out,” Jesus calls, and his word unbinds us from the oppressive weight of our past and pushes away 
the rocks that close us off from love.  We are made free in the spirit of God, and forgiven all our sins.  
All: May God’s name always be praised from our lips! 
 
The Passing of the Peace  
L: May the Peace of Christ be with you. 

All: And also with you. 
 

Special Music:   “Lord Be Glorified”  (arr. Mark Hayes) 
A Time for Children 

*Hymn of Praise:  “This Is the Day of New Beginnings”   518   
 
Today’s Scripture Lesson  John 11:1-45 
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was the one 
who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the 
sisters sent a message to Jesus, "Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said, "This illness 
does not lead to death; rather it is for God's glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he 
stayed two days longer in the place where he was. Then after this he said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea 
again.” The disciples said to him, "Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there 
again?” Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not 
stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not 
in them.” After saying this, he told them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken 
him.” The disciples said to him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus, however, had been 
speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them 



 
 
 

plainly, "Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to 
him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about 
their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 
Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that 
God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to 
him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, "I am the 
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” When she had said this, she went back and called 
her sister Mary, and told her privately, "The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she 
got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where 
Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go 
out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came 
where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was 
greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, "Where have you laid him?" They said to him, "Lord, 
come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, "See how he loved him!” But some of them said, 
"Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” Then Jesus, again 
greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, "Take away the 
stone." Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, "Lord, already there is a stench because he has been 
dead four days.” Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” So 
they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, "Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew 
that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe 
that you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!” The dead man 
came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
"Unbind him, and let him go.” Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus 
did, believed in him. 
 

Sermon   “Unbound" 
 

The Pastoral Prayer  

Prayer Response 

 
 

Invitation to the Offering 

Offertory   



*The Doxology

*The Prayer of Dedication  Rev. J. M. Deal

All: Thank you God for the many blessings you’ve given us.  During this holy Season of Lent, accept our lives 
as an offering.  Guide us, inspire us, and use us so that the whole world may experience the blessings of your 
love and grace.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

The Prayer of Our Savior 
P: Let us pray as Christ our Savior has taught us. 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  Amen. 

Order for Healing & Anointing 

Greeting 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 

L: Jesus said: Heal the sick and tell them, “God’s heavenly reign is near you.” 

Prayer Over the Oil 

L: Eternal God, you are the Sun of Righteousness who rises with healing in your wings to put to flight all 
enemies that assault us. We thank you for oil, used by prophets and apostles as a sign of your grace and favor. 
Send your Holy Spirit on us and on this medicine of mercy that through this anointing your servants may again 
know the health that comes from you; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  All: Amen. 

Invitation to Anointing 

L: Those who desire to be anointed for spiritual healing may come forward.  If you wish us to come to you, 
raise your hand or ask your neighbor to identify you for us.  You may come for yourself, or you may come as a 
channel of God’s healing power for someone else.  During the anointing, we invite all present to make silent 
prayers for each one who is seeking God’s healing. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 



All: We give praise and thanks to you, O God! In Jesus Christ, you have given us life; brought ministry, 
forgiveness, healing, and peace; commanded the disciples to heal the sick; and continued the healing 
ministry among us to this day. Keep us mindful of your love and mercy that we may be faithful throughout 
all our days, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen 

Closing Hymn: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 91 

*The Benediction
"Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good;
render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all
people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit."

And may the blessing of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit remain with you forever.  Amen. 

*Organ Interlude and Extinguishing of the Candles
Postlude:

Watch Facebook and YouTube for special devotionals and offerings 
during the week. 

Check Facebook and watch your email for changes of services that may 
have changed from week to week, possibly even day to day.   

Please note, we continue to accept offering during our in-person services, USPS 
mailed in offerings and online with Tithe.ly.  If you have any questions, please call 
the church at 814-445-4534.  

Please check our website periodically throughout the 
week for updates:  www.stpaulsuccsomerset.org 

Greeters and Ushers: 
Today: Mike Boyer – Chair Beth Bailey 

Next Sunday: Palm Sunday    Communion: Henry Cook – Chair 
Andra Snyder Sally McClintock 

Nursery Volunteers 
This Sunday: Becky & Jason Smith 
Next Sunday: Jenn Boland & Taylor Fetterman  

http://www.stpaulsuccsomerset.org/


Please join us for worship this Sunday as we celebrate the life-
giving work of Jesus Christ!  During worship we will observe the 
Rite of Healing and Anointing for all who desire God’s healing 
presence for themselves, or for family, friends, neighbors, and 
the world.  All are welcome! 

The Family Prepares:   
For a Child's First Communion 

When?  Sunday, April 2nd at Noon 
Where? Fellowship Hall 
Why?  Once a month we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  For many, joining in the 
celebration of the Lord's Supper is a very special occasion.  Many young people in our church have 
picked up on the significance of the Sacrament.  Some have even asked if they can join their parents 
and the rest of us in partaking of the bread and cup.  Traditionally, a child first partakes of 
Communion after he or she is Confirmed, however, the growing interest of some parents and 
children, as well as the theological understanding that all who are baptized should have access to the 
Lord's Supper has compelled your pastor and church council to offer The Family Prepares.   

What’s it About?  The Family Prepares will kick off by sharing a meal of pizza and snacks...The 
Lord's Supper is, after all, just that...a Supper!...so, please join us and bring a snack to 
share.  We'll dine together just like Jesus and his disciples!  We'll learn about the importance of the 
Lord's Supper and why God wants us to come to the table.    

Who Should Attend?  All children and their families who wish to partake of Holy 
Communion for the first time on Maundy Thursday (Thursday, April 6th at 7:00pm).  Ultimately, 
parents must make the decision if their child is mature enough to participate in the Communion 
service.  Age is not the issue, maturity is.  Does your child have the ability to understand the 
importance of the Meal?  If so, please speak with Pastor Matt and sign up.  There will be a sign-up 
sheet at the back of the sanctuary. 



Calling All Acolytes!  We could really use some more children and youth acolytes!  
The job is really easy, but also really important!  The acolyte lights and 
extinguishes the candles to remind us that the service is beginning and ending.  
The light also symbolizes Christ’s light with us in worship and going out into the 
world when worship concludes.  Please put your name on the acolyte schedule 
that’s on the bulletin board in the hallway if you’d like to acolyte.  Please talk to 
Pastor Matt if you’ve never done it before and have questions or would like to 
learn how to acolyte. 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study at 10:00am! 

Please join us each week in Salem Chapel for a special Bible 
study that focuses on the upcoming Sunday’s preaching text.  
Our study is a discussion driven time that helps us to learn about 
the text for the week and also helps Pastor Matt prepare for the 
upcoming sermon.  We hope you can join us! 

As a Women's Fellowship, we are a supportive and caring group of 
Christian women committed to be of service to our church and to its wider 
mission.  
The past 3 years have presented unprecedented challenges for society and members of our 
fellowship.  Even though we haven’t been gathering for meetings, we have continued prayer 
support and card ministry to the hospitalized and bereaved. In normal years we also help 
maintain the church kitchen and family fellowship meals, Meals on Wheels desserts, church 
flower beds and support local charities.  One of our long-standing projects is a Child 
Sponsorship Program through Global Ministries. The children are underserved children from 
around the world.  The money we send helps to provide basic necessities to the child that 
receives our monetary gift.  We have received precious letters of gratitude from these 
children.  We would like to continue this project.  If you would be interested in helping us 
please send your donation to the church office with attn: to Phyllis Moore (our treasurer).  We 
thank you for your support. 
If you are interested in helping us rebuild the St. Paul’s Women’s Fellowship group, 
please let us know @ stpaulsuccoffice1@gmail.com or speak to Pastor Matt.  

mailto:stpaulsuccoffice1@gmail.com


Our church’s Easter egg hunt and party will be April 1st beginning at 10:15am, following 
Children’s Choir practice. Join us for an egg hunt, a visit from the Easter Bunny, baby 
goats, pizza, fun and fellowship!  A bin of empty plastic eggs is in the church narthex.  
Feel free to take as many as you like to stuff with goodies and return before April 1st.  
Donations of candy and hard-boiled colored eggs are also welcome.  We will need 
teen and adult volunteers to help hide eggs and assist with lunch, so please talk to 
Amanda if you would like to help out.   
(If the weather is unfavorable on April 1st, we will move the event to April 8th.) 

Holy Week Schedule 
Holy Week is just around the corner.  Please take note of the upcoming worship & fellowship 
opportunities.   

Children’s Easter Party:  
Saturday, April 1st at 10:15am (rain date, Saturday, April 8th).  
Bible Study:  
Each Tuesday at 10am, Salem Chapel. 
Maundy Thursday Service with Holy Communion: 
Thursday April 6th at 7pm.   
Good Friday Tenebrae Service: 
Friday, April 7th at 7pm.  
Easter Sunrise Service:  
April 9th, 6:30am, followed by breakfast in Fellowship Hall.  
Traditional Easter Service: 
April 9th, 9:30am. 
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