
 
 
 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ                        Somerset, PA                  Friday, January 27, 2023 
 

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here! 
 

Dear St. Paul’s Friends and Family, 
 

“And what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”  (Micah 6:8b) 

 
What does God want from me is a question that many of us sit with from 
time to time in our life.  It’s an ancient question that is part of the people’s 
response to God’s critique of them in Old Testament book of Micah.  A 
common answer to this question, at least from the standpoint of religion, 
is that God wants acts of worship and devotion.    Bring on the burnt 
offerings, the generous offerings of time, talent, and treasure, and don’t 
forget to have perfect attendance!  Micah lets us in on a secret about 
God.  None of those acts of worship is what God really wants.  What God 
really wants out of us is justice, loving kindness, and humility.  God asks 
for us to align our lives with God’s vision for a healed and whole 
community.    
 
Lost in translation is the transformative nature of God’s charge for us.  In 
the original Hebrew of Micah, doing justice is so much more than righting 
wrongs, it is a performative part of our daily existence:  being fair and 
equitable to everyone.  Similarly, loving kindness isn’t just about being 
nice, rather it is more clearly realized in treating others with compassion 
and loyalty based on the mutual love we share as God’s children.  Humility 

toward God isn’t just about being deferential to a higher power but is best understood as being careful and 
thoughtful in how one walks with God.  I really find this translation of humility to be the most thought provoking 
of the three because it assumes that I’m aware that I’m walking with God, which isn’t always the case, and 
reaffirms that God is with me no matter what.  This awareness makes me more thoughtful in how I should be 
open to God each moment of my life. 
 
In short, the sixth chapter of Micah reminds us that devotion to God is not measured so much in performing the 
right religious acts, but in shaping our life to align with God’s saving work.  The pressing question is not, “What 
does God want?” but rather, “How am I helping to bring healing, wholeness, and abundant life to Creation and 
all of God’s children?”  God’s desire is for us to care for one another, especially, the poor, the vulnerable, and 
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those discarded by society.  Such caring will not only lead to right worship, but right living as Christ’s followers.  
May the Holy Spirit guide us as we manage our resources and our lives to help restore the heavens and the earth 
and all who dwell in them to the “goodness” to which they were created by God. 
 
Blessings on your journey! 
 
Pastor Matt  
 
Here are our worship opportunities for the week ahead: 
 
Sunday, gathered in the Sanctuary and online on Facebook & YouTube at 9:30am. 
 
Telephone Worship: Tuesdays at 3:00pm    
For telephone worshippers: the toll-free conference call number is 1-844-855-4444.  The automated 
service will then ask for your access code or PIN.  Please enter: 512013#. 
 
Sunday, January 29, 2023 
The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Prelude              
 

The Call to Worship:   (adapted 1 Cor. 1:18-31)  Rev. Dr. J. Bennett Guess 
One: When we love God by serving others,  
All: we fulfill the greatest of the commandments. 
One: When we share bread with the hungry poor, then light shall  
break forth like the morning.  When we bring in those who are cast out, 
All: then righteousness shall go before us. 
One: When we are foolish to believe that love can save the perishing, 
All: then the message of the cross is being lived and proclaimed. 
One: When we stand on our heads to understand the wisdom of God. 
All: Then the poor are raised up, the low ones lifted high. 
One: When we extend mercy.  
All: Then we receive mercy. 
One: So, let the one who boasts, 
All: boast in the Lord! 
One: For God is the source of your life, in Christ Jesus. 
All: Let us rejoice and be glad! 
 
Opening Hymn:  “God of Grace and God of Glory”  464 

*The Greeting 
 
Call to Confession   Rev. Dr. J. Bennett Guess 

One: With what shall we come before the Lord? Shall we come before God with burnt offerings, with 
thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of oil, with a calf just one-year old? 



 
 
 

All: No!  Let us, instead, do what God actually requires, to do what is truly holy:  Justice.  Kindness.  Humility.  
These are God’s highest objectives.   

One:  Let us make our confession to God. 

Prayer of Confession   Rev. Dr. J. Bennett Guess 

One: Forgive us, Holy One, whenever we believe that you require more than we can give or afford, when we 
excuse or exempt ourselves from responsibility for our neighbor in need.  

All: Doing justice, let us join and support ministries that welcome the poor, the afflicted, the immigrant, and 
the forgotten.   

One: Loving kindness, let us create a just, caring and compassionate world, together. 

All: Walking humbly with you, strengthen us to comfort those who mourn, to fill the hungry and thirsty with 
good things, to walk in peace.   Restore us to your holiest intentions.  In Jesus’ name, amen. 

a time for personal reflection and confession 
 

Kyrie 

 
 
Words of Assurance Rev. Dr. J. Bennett Guess 
One: You no longer need to plead your case to the mountains, nor be weary and heavy-hearted.  You are set 
free to be love in the world.  Re-examine your priorities and trust in the godly potential placed within you.  
Then, all mercy, goodness and blessing will follow you, as you claim God’s call to be a vessel for the wisdom 
that is compassion. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

The Passing of the Peace  
L: May the Peace of Christ be with you. 

All: And also with you. 
 

A Time for Children 

 

*Hymn of Praise:     “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”   

   
Today’s Scripture Lesson Micah 6:1-8  



 
 
 

Hear what the LORD says Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. Hear, 
you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, and you enduring foundations of the earth; for the LORD has a 
controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel. "O my people, what have I done to you? In what 
have I wearied you? Answer me! For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the 
house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember now what King 
Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” "With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself 
before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the LORD be 
pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my 
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what 
does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

The Sermon  “What Does God Want?”              

The Pastoral Prayer  

Prayer Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Invitation to the Offering     Rev. J.M. Deal 

L: Blessings abound!  Just as God holds nothing back in giving us the fullness of God’s own self, let us offer our 
lives in these our gifts and tithes.  In this way, we join in the great company of God’s beloved people. 

 

Offertory   
 

*The Doxology 

 
 

 

*The Prayer of Dedication    Rev. J.M. Deal 

All: Christ comes! Our hearts are full, our joy is boundless.  May this offering be a living message of peace, 
love, spirit, joy and hope to this church, to this community, to this nation and world.  Amen. 

The Prayer of Our Savior (unison): 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it 



 
 
 

is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn:      “Lift High the Cross”   108  
 

*The Benediction 
"Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; 
render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all 
people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit." 
 

And may the blessing of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit remain with you forever.  Amen.   

 

*Organ Interlude and Extinguishing of the Candles 
Postlude       

 

Watch Facebook and YouTube for special devotionals and offerings 
during the week. 

 
Check Facebook and watch your email for changes of services that may 
have changed from week to week, possibly even day to day.   

 Please note, we continue to accept offering during our in-person services, 
USPS mailed in offerings and online with Tithe.ly.  If you have any questions, 
please call the church at 814-445-4534.  

 
Please check our website periodically throughout the 

week for updates:  www.stpaulsuccsomerset.org 
 
 

 
Greeters and Ushers: 
Today:  Henry Cook – chair  Roger Romesberg 
Next Sunday: Edgar Flick – chair Candy Christner 
 
Nursery Volunteers  
This Sunday:   Kate Flick   Sue Willison 

http://www.stpaulsuccsomerset.org/


 
 
 

Next Sunday:   Suzy & Eve Housley 
 

 
 

 
 
Today’s flowers are given In Memory of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Poorbaugh 
by Mrs. Karl Poorbaugh. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Calling All Acolytes!  We could really use some more children and youth acolytes!  The job is really easy, but also 
really important!  The acolyte lights and extinguishes the candles to remind us that the service is beginning and 
ending.  The light also symbolizes Christ’s light with us in worship and going out into the world when worship 
concludes.  Please put your name on the acolyte schedule that’s on the bulletin board in the hallway if you’d 
like to acolyte.  Please talk to Pastor Matt if you’ve never done it before and have questions or would like to 
learn how to acolyte. 
 
 
 
The 2023 Offering Envelopes are in the Narthex and ready 
for pick-up. Please see or call Cindy at 814-445-4534 during 
office hours if you have any questions.   
Note:  If your number was between 121 and 130 you will have 
a new number for 2023.  Please use your new envelopes after 
January 1st.     
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The Children’s and Youth Choirs 
practice on Saturdays at 9:30- 10:00am.  
Please join us in the Salem Chapel. Ages 4 
through high school.   
 

 
 



 
 
 

St. Paul’s “Souper Bowl of Caring”   
On Sunday, February 12, 2023 we will be collecting nonperishable food 
items to benefit the Somerset Food Pantry.  The food that we collect will be 
weighed and entered into the grand total for food collected at UCC churches 
around the country.  United Church of Christ youth and congregations raised 
$250,000 and over 900 hours of donated time during the Souper Bowl of 
Caring Service Blitz.  Bring your canned goods to worship and place them at 
the altar rail.  Together we can make Super Bowl Sunday truly "Souper!" 

 
 

 
January’s Mission Offering is Church World Service’s Blanket Program 

Since its formation in 1957, the United Church of Christ has worked with Church World Service (founded in 
1946) to accomplish more together than it could alone, joining hearts and resources to create a tradition of 
help and a legacy of hope.  They work to eradicate hunger and poverty and to promote peace and justice 
around the world. 

When disaster strikes, Church World Service is the primary agency through which the UCC gives support for 
relief and recovery efforts. This assistance may take the form of winterized family tents for Pakistani 
earthquake survivors, food packages and tankers full of water for displaced people in violence-torn Darfur, 
Sudan, or long-term recovery assistance for families affected by hurricanes, tornados, or flooding across the 
United States. 

 
If you would like to read more about it, find it here:    https://cwsglobal.org/ 
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