
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ                        Somerset, PA                  Friday, December 2, 2022 
 

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here! 
 

Dear St. Paul’s Friends and Family, 
 

A voice cries out: 
‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 

   make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  
Every valley shall be lifted up, 

   and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 

   and the rough places a plain” Isaiah 40:3-4. 
 
These verses from the prophet Isaiah are some of my favorite ones in all 
of the Hebrew Scripture.  The notion that God is sending forth a 
messenger to prepare the way for the Holy One’s redemption is 
inspiring and hope filled.  Such power and authority even levels 
mountains and valleys.  The day is surely coming, says the prophet, 
when all will be made well for God’s people.  Chapter 40 begins with the 
charge to “Comfort, O Comfort my people, says your God.”  Speak 
tenderly the word of comfort and redemption to the suffering people. 
God will make all things whole and all that is broken well. 
 
Such expressions of love come not only from God, but from the 
prophet’s poetic imagination.  Quite literally, God will and does save, 
and yet there’s still plenty of need for tender words of comfort as 
suffering and death continues in our world.  Along comes the poet to 

encourage us to use our spiritual eyes to imagine a day when all will be made well.   
 
In the meantime, we keep hoping, watching, and actively working for that day when all will be made well.  
Advent reminds us that faith is often a reality defying activity:  a time to watch and expect God’s appearing in 
the midst of troubling times.  Our baptismal vows also remind us that such watching and expecting is not 
passive, but rather faith in action.  Christ calls us to prepare the way for his coming into the world.  It’s up to 
us to smooth the way for Christ’s healing work.  Our words and actions are not solely ours, but they represent 
the God in which we are called to follow.  Grace-filled words and loving actions smooth out all kinds of rough 
places in the world.   
 
Isaiah assures us that God is coming. We are left with the image of a mighty and sovereign God who will gently 
gather his lambs.  “He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them 
in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.”  Let us recommit ourselves to keeping alive the poet Isaiah’s 
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vision of that day; a day that may seem all too remote in our troubled and chaotic world, but a day that is 
nevertheless upon us.  Thanks be to God!   
  
May God bless your Advent journey! 
 
Pastor Matt 

 
Here are our worship opportunities for the week ahead: 
 
Gathered worship in the Sanctuary, Sunday, 9:30am.  
 
Online Worship at 9:30am on Facebook and YouTube. 
 
Telephone Worship is every Tuesday, at 3:00pm 
For telephone worshippers: the toll-free conference call number is 1-844-855-4444.  The automated  
service will then ask for your access code or PIN.  Please enter: 512013#. 
 

Worship Resources for December 4, 2022 
Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Prelude:    

Call To Worship    (Inspired by Isaiah 11 & Matt. 3)  Rev. Nancy Townley 
Leader: In this season of prophecy, promise, and preparation, we come to be renewed and refreshed.  
All: We come to be inspired by stories of a messiah who will change the world—and change us. 
L: We come to listen for words of hope and joy, promise and challenge. 
All: We come with open ears, open minds, and open hearts. We come to receive the blessings God has in 
store for us in this season of waiting. 
L: Come! Let us worship our God—the One who brings all things to fulfillment.   
 

*Opening Hymn:       “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”       119  
 

*The Greeting 

The Call to Confession      Rev. Nancy Townley 
L: O come, thou Wisdom from on high, and order all things far and nigh; 
All: To us the path of knowledge show, and cause us in her ways to go. 
L: Let us make our confession before God. 
The Prayer of Confession     Rev. Nancy Townley   
Lord of mercy and peace, open our hearts to receive your words of hope. We live far too much in darkness 
and fear. We have let the fears invade the very center of our lives and find ourselves changing, moving from 
your light to the darkness of despair. It seems that this world and its people are more pleased to fight and 
destroy than they are to have peace and harmony. We become part of that crowd when we wallow in 
anger, resentment, apathy, and greed. Forgive us, patient and merciful God. Help us be people who will look 
at the ways in which we have blocked your presence; ways in which we have truly failed to be your people. 
Give us courage and strength to change our lives, that your peace may become a reality in this world, right 
now, this day. For we offer this prayer in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 
 



A time for personal reflection and confession. 
 

The Kyrie 

 
 

Words of Assurance  Rev. Susan Blain   
L: Hear the good news:  Jesus, savior from sin, is present with us in the painstaking work  
of the Reign of God forgiving our weakness, rebuilding our relationships, restoring our joy.   
All: Praise be to God!  Amen! 
 

The Passing of the Peace  
L: May the Peace of Christ be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

Special Music:    “In The Bleak Midwinter”  (arr. Mark Hayes)     

Tim Witt, Percussion;    Josh Brumbaugh, Trombone;    Angie Brumbaugh, Violin 

A Time for Children 
Advent II 
We light candle representing Peace. 
One: The Advent wreath is a circle with no beginning and no end. It is a symbol of God’s unending love and 
faithfulness.  
Many: Its light reminds us of Jesus, the light of the world. In Christ was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. The light shines in the night, and the night did not overcome it.  
One: Once you were in night’s shadows, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light.  
Many: If we walk in the light as Christ is in the light, we have fellowship with one another. 
One: Jesus said, “Everyone who believes in me should not be overcome by night’s shadows.” We light this 
candle of peace, preparing to be led from the night into the brightness of God. 
 

*Hymn of Praise:        “I Come With Joy”     420       
 

Today’s Scripture Lesson  Isaiah 11:1-10  
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the 
LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the LORD. His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what 
his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with 
equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his 
lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around 
his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the 
fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down 
together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the 
weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for 



the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse 
shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
Sermon:      “God’s Peaceful Reign”  
 

The Apostles’ Creed: 
All: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 
Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again 
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church; the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen 

The Pastoral Prayer 

Prayer Response 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Invitation to the Offering 

Offertory:  Joy of Every Longing Heart  (arr.  Lloyd Larson) - Josh Brumbaugh, Trombone 

*The Doxology 

 
 
 
*The Prayer of Dedication (unison)   Rev. J. M. Deal 
We offer ourselves to you, Loving God, grateful for the many gifts you’ve given us to share.  Empower us to 
use our lives wisely and generously for the furthering of Christ’s work.  May our gifts be multiplied so that 
others may experience the benefits of your mercy and love.  In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.   

 
The Liturgy of Holy Communion 

*The Invitation 
Pastor: Beloved in Christ, the Gospel tells us that on the first day of the week, Jesus Christ was raised from 
death, appeared to Mary Magdalene, on that same day,  sat at the  table with two disciples, and was made 
known to them in the breaking of the bread.  

All: This is the joyful feast of the people of God. Men and women, youth and children, come from the East, 
West, from North to South and gather at Christ’s table.  

P: This table is for all who wish to know the presence of Christ and to share in the community of God’s people. 



The Communion Prayer 
L: God be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to God. 
L: Let us give thanks to God Most High. 
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

L: Holy God, we praise and bless you for creation and the gift of life and for your abiding love which brings us 
close to you, the source of all blessing.  We thank you for revealing your will for us in the giving of the law and 
in the preaching of the prophets.  We thank you especially that in the fullness of time you sent Jesus, born of 
Mary, to live in our midst, to share in our suffering, and to accept the pain of death at the hands of those 
whom Jesus loved.  We rejoice that in a perfect victory over the grave you raised Christ with power to become 
sovereign in your realm.  We celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit to gather your church by which your work 
may be done in the world and through which we share the gift of eternal life.  With the faithful in every place 
and time, we praise with joy your holy name: 
 
The Sanctus Call & Response 
P: We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, Jesus took bread, gave you thanks, broke the 
bread, and gave it to the disciples, saying: “This is my body which is broken for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.” In the same way, Jesus also took the cup, after supper, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
  

P: Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

  

P: Consecrate, therefore, by your Holy Spirit, these gifts of bread and wine, and bless us that as we receive 
them at this table, we may offer you our faith and praise, we may be united with Christ and with one another, 
and we may continue faithful in all things. 
  

The Prayer of Our Savior: 
P: Let us pray as Christ our Savior has taught us. 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  Amen. 

The Breaking of Bread and Pouring Wine 

The Call to Supper 

The Sharing of the Elements 

*The Prayer of Thanksgiving    
P: Let us pray. 
All: We thank you, God, for inviting us to this table where we have known the presence of Christ and have 
received all Christ’s gifts. Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, and let us show forth your 
praise in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn:              “All Earth Is Waiting”           139 

 

 



*The Benediction 

"Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; 
render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all 
people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit." 
 

And may the blessing of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit remain with you forever.  Amen. 

*Organ Interlude and Extinguishing of the Candles 
Postlude        

  

 
 

 
Watch Facebook and YouTube for special devotionals and offerings 
during the week. 

 
Check Facebook and watch your email for changes of services that may 
have changed from week to week, possibly even day to day.   

 Please note, we continue to accept offering during our in-person services, 
USPS mailed in offerings and online with Tithe.ly.  If you have any questions, 
please call the church at 445-4534.  

 
Please check our website periodically throughout the 

week for updates:  www.stpaulsuccsomerset.org 
 

 
Greeters and Ushers: 

 Today:  Pam Webreck– Chair    
               Angie Brumbaugh          Marcy Shellenberger 

 Next Sunday:  Sue Geary – Chair  Sue Willison 

  

 Nursery Volunteers  
 

This Sunday:  Andra Snyder & Sue Willison 
Next Sunday:  Melanie & CJ Downing 
 

http://www.stpaulsuccsomerset.org/


 
 

 
 

Our December Mission Offering:  The Christmas Fund/Veterans of the Cross 
For 120 years, the Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund has been a tangible 
expression of God’s love. One of the four Special Mission Offerings of the United Church of Christ, the 
Christmas Fund provides UCC congregations and members an opportunity to reach out in loving compassion, 
providing assistance to those who have so faithfully served our Church and who now and themselves facing 
unexpected financial needs. 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
St. Paul’s Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, December 11, 2022 following worship.  Business items 
include electing new council members and approving the 2023 church budget.   
 

We will be filling 2 Council vacancies.  The Nomination Committee has submitted the following slate for 
election.  The slate has been approved by Church Council. 
Susan Geary (deacon, 3-year term).  Sue is completing another person’s unexpired term and has agreed to 
being nominated to serve her own term. 
 

Kathy Gary (elder, 3-year term) 
 



Telephone Worship Update! 

The weekly telephone service is moving from Sunday at 11:00am to every Tuesday at 3:00pm, beginning on 
Tuesday, December 6th.  There will be no phone service this Sunday.  The move is happening to accommodate 
the increasing volume of Sunday morning programming that is occurring at the church each week.  This is also 
an opportunity to offer an additional worship service mid-week for those who are homebound and would 
appreciate interactive worship during the week.  The dial-in process is still the same, so feel free to use the 
instructions that are included earlier in this mailing. 
 
Staff Update 
Jenn Boland, St. Paul’s Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministries, submitted her resignation this week.  
Church Council accepted her resignation at their November meeting.  Jenn will remain with us in her staff role 
until the end of December.  In 2023 she will begin working with a local agency to implement trauma 
awareness prevention programs in our local schools and will also be working toward her license in counseling 
psychology.  These two opportunities allow her to pursue her passion for advocating for children and helping 
others achieve improved mental wellness.  We are grateful for Jenn’s enthusiasm and many contributions to 
our church and community!  A special Pause for Persons is being planned for January to express our gratitude 
and celebrate her ministry.  Jenn and her family are looking forward to continuing in our shared ministry as 
members of our church family. 

Church Council and the pastor are in the process of putting in place transitional leadership to ensure that 
Children’s Church, Children’s Church+ and the Dolly Parton Imagination Library continue to thrive during this 

season of change. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



We are in the season of Advent watching and waiting for 
the arrival of the Light of the World, Jesus Christ.  
Christmas celebrations break out to honor his birth and 
the Light continues to spread as the Wisemen arrive to 
worship Jesus on Epiphany.  Jesus’ life is defined by the 
light of life overcoming the shadows of our death and 
despair.  During the holy seasons of Advent, Christmas, 
and Epiphany, our congregation plans to celebrate the 
beauty of Christ’s life by sharing light.  You will notice that 
during Advent an outdoor light display will welcome our 
friends and neighbors who pass by the church.  We hope 
that the light we share will warm the hearts of those who 

see it.  As the days grow shorter and the darkness and coldness of winter sets in, let us encourage one another 
by celebrating light and hope! 

 
Church Council is proud to announce that as part of the Share the Light Program, we will also endeavor to 
further the light-bearing work in our church and community.  Each year we will designate a community or 
church project that will benefit from the Share the Light Program.  Here’s how you can help: 
 
You are invited to give a gift in honor or in memory of those people who have added light to your life!  Your 
donation to the Share the Light Program will help to underwrite the purchase of the outdoor lights and to 
support a timely project in the church.  We will honor those people during a worship service close to Epiphany, 
January 6th.   

 
 
 

This Year’s Share the Light Project 
We found out in October that the florescent light fixtures in 
the Sanctuary chandeliers are starting to wear out.  One of 
the chandeliers in the back of the Sanctuary has already 
started to fail.  Our electrician estimates that replacing the 
florescent parts will cost around $800 per chandelier, for a 
total of $4,800.  A more cost-effective option is to replace 
the florescent parts with more durable and energy-efficient 
LED fixtures at a cost of approximately $400 per chandelier, 
totaling $2400.   
 
A form is available in the Narthex where you can help to 
‘Share the Light’ by honoring a light-bearer in your life.  A 

contribution of $15 covers the cost of one strand of lights, yet your gift, of any amount, will help us to share 
the light inside and outside of our church as we complete the Sanctuary Chandelier Project. The spirit of this 
new program is to encourage one another to Share the Light!     
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark Your Calendars!  
 

The Children’s and Youth Choirs 

will proudly present: 
 

“A King is Coming to Town” 
 

Saturday, December 17th  

7:00 PM 
 

Sunday, December 18th  

9:30 AM 

 

 

 



St. Paul’s 2023 Stewardship Campaign is Here! 
 This year’s theme is… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



A Stewardship Reflection from Pastor Matt 
Our faith often motivates us to give. We give as a response to a compelling mission and as a response to 

Christ's calling for us to join in his life-giving work. 

Giving, in our faith tradition, has historically been inspired by three factors: 

As a response to the Old Testament command to give a tithe (a tenth) of our income to God via our 

faith community. 

As a response to the many blessings God has given to us. 

As a response to Christ giving all of himself for our healing and wholeness. 

Whether you give a percentage of your income, or as a proportional response to life's blessings, or in 

gratitude to Jesus' matchless gift, our offerings of time, talent, and treasure transforms our church, 

community, and world. As we conclude this stewardship season, let us reflect on how we can share our 

resources to further Chris's work. How will your generosity make a real difference in our world? Our 

shared gifts continue to do Christ's saving work near and far! Thank you for your gift! May God continue 

to guide us in our giving and receiving! 

From BREAD and CU�o FAITH and GIVING{:)
C::) ><:::> 

Supporting our mission partners has always been an important part of our 

congregation's life together! 

Our mission partners over the past year have included: 

• Church World Service Blanket Program

• The Next Step Center (Somerset County's only homeless shelter)

• One Great Hour of Sharing

• Various special offerings for disaster relief
• Somerset County Habitat for Humanity

• Dolly Parton's Imagination Library in Somerset County

• Our Church's Wider Mission

• Veterans of the Cross

• The SAM Van

• The Salvation Army's emergency heating program

• Back-to-school and Christmas items for local kids
• Camp Living Waters

• The Community Thanksgiving Dinner

• Neighbors In Need

• Penn West Conference's Caring for Churches, Caring for Clergy Initiative

FROM 
BREAD 

AND 
CUP 

TO 
FAITH 
AND 

GIVING. 

Thank you for supporting these important ministries! Our church's involvement in these 

important missions wouldn't be possible without you! As we prepare for the year ahead, let us carefully 

consider how we will share our time, talent, and treasure to further Christ's saving work! 
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