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No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here!
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Dear St. Paul’s Friends and Family,
"You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the
world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens
to my voice." John 18:37b
We celebrate the dual observances of the Reign of Christ and Harvest
Home this Sunday. The Harvest Home offering occurs close to
Thanksgiving and is an opportunity for us to share non-perishable food
gifts with our neighbors in need in Somerset County. The idea is straight
forward. When each of us give a little we end up gathering a lot to
share. You are invited to bring your non-perishable food donation to
worship this Sunday and place it at the chancel rail. Our donations will
be given to the Somerset Area Food Pantry.

It is fitting that our Harvest Home offering also coincides with
celebrating Christ’s reign. Jesus’ reign is distinct from that of most
earthly rulers. Instead of accumulating power for his own benefit, he
shares God’s power with his followers so that others are equipped to be
part of God’s saving work. The wholeness and abundant life that Christ
brings us are not for his benefit, but ours. Through this saving work we
Church Office: 814-445-4534
are invited into a wider relationship with Christ and others. The life that
we are given from Christ is a gift that is meant to be shared with the rest
of the world. That sharing can be as basic as canned goods or as transformational as the comfort and healing
found as we abide with one another in times of need.
Church Council Officers:
President – Mike Boyer
Vice President – Pam Webreck
Secretary – Emily Korns
Treasurer – Henry Cook

I pray that during this season of Thanksgiving you may sense Christ’s presence in your life. May you celebrate
Jesus’ reign by aligning your thoughts, words, and actions to reflect his life of love and grace.
Blessings for the journey,
Pastor Matt
Please enjoy this double issue of our weekly update. There will be no newsletter mailed to
you next week because of the Thanksgiving Holiday.

Here are our worship opportunities for the week ahead:
Gathered worship in the Sanctuary, Sunday, 9:30am.
Online Worship at 9:30am on Facebook and YouTube.
Telephone Worship is at 11:00am.
For telephone worshippers: the toll-free conference call number is
1-844-855-4444. The automated service will then ask for your
access code or PIN. Please enter: 512013#.

Worship Resources for November 20, 2022
Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Prelude
Call to Worship Rev. Andrew Kimmitt
Leader: God of grace and glory, in heavenly splendor you reign, high above our greatest thoughts,
transcending all worldly greatness, enthroned and almighty.
All: We can approach you in worship only because of your Son, Christ our king, who came as love for us, and
won for us peace with our holy Maker.
L: With reverence, we come to worship, asking your Spirit’s presence as we praise you:
All: “Holy, Holy, Holy!” the eternal chorus rings out.
L: Join us to those who sing your praises, your children from every time and place, as we seek your goodness
in our own lives.
Opening Hymn: “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”
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*The Greeting
The Call to Confession Rev. J. Matt Deal
L: God’s love is from generation to generation. Let us in confidence, enter into this time of confession
knowing that the same God who pardoned our ancestors is prepared to offer us healing and renewed
life.
The Prayer of Confession Rev. Rev. Andrew Kimmitt
L: Almighty God, we confess the times that our words, thoughts and actions have not been worthy of your
kingdom. Where we ought to be guided by love and mercy;
All: we have instead allowed ourselves to succumb to greed and apathy.
L: Where we ought to be guided by hope and faith;
All: we have instead tended towards fear and cynicism;
L: where we ought to be guided by generosity of Spirit;
All: we have instead found our desire for goodness lacking.
L: Forgive us, merciful God.
All: Restore us as those worthy to be called citizens of your kingdom, and by the work of your Spirit, may we
take our place in the splendor of your body, with Christ as our only head. Amen.
a time for personal reflection and confession
Kyrie

Words of Assurance Rev. J.M. Deal

One: Children of God, despite our sins and failures, our Creator loves us and redeems us, binding us together
as a new creation in Christ’s Body. In the name of Jesus, the most sovereign ruler, you are forgiven.
All: Thanks be to God! Amen.
The Passing of the Peace
L: May the Peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
Choir Anthem:

“We Gather To Praise” arr. Mary MacDonald
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM

INVITATION
WELCOME
P: They were bringing children to Jesus that Jesus might touch them; and the disciples rebuked them. But
when Jesus saw it, Jesus was indignant, and said to them,
Congregation: “Let the children come to me, do not hinder them; for to such belongs the realm of God.
Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the realm of God like a child shall not enter it.”
P: And Jesus took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands upon them.
ADDRESS
P: Jesus said: Unless we are born anew, we cannot see the reign of God; unless we are born of water and the
Spirit, we cannot enter God’s new order. Paul the apostle said: all of us who have been baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into Christ’s death. We are buried therefore with Christ by baptism into death, so that as
Christ was raised from the dead, to the glory of God, we too might walk in the newness of life.
The sacrament of baptism is an outward and visible sign of the grace of God. Inasmuch as the promise of the
gospel is not only to us but also toward children, baptism with water and the Holy Spirit is the mark of their
acceptance into the care of Christ’s church, the sign and seal of their participation in God’s forgiveness, and
the beginning of their growth into full Christian faith and discipleship.
Congregation: This is the water of baptism. Out of this water we rise with new life, forgiven of sin and one
in Christ, members of Christ’s body.
QUESTIONS OF THE CANDIDATES
Pastor: Do you desire to have your child baptized into the faith and family of Jesus Christ?
Parents: We do.
Pastor: Will you encourage this child to renounce the powers of evil and to receive the freedom of new life in
Christ?

Parents: We will, with the help of God.
Pastor: Will you teach this child that she may be led to profess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior?
Parents: We will, with the help of God.
P: Do you promise, by the grace of God, to be Christ’s disciples, to follow in the way of our Savior, to resist
oppression and evil, to show love and justice, and to witness to the work and word of Jesus Christ as best you
are able?
Parents: We do, with the help of God.
Pastor: Do you promise, according to the grace given you, to grow with this child in the Christian faith, to help
this child be a faithful member of the church of Jesus Christ, by celebrating Christ’s presence, by furthering
Christ’s mission in all the world, and by offering the nurture of the Christian church so that she may affirm her
baptism?
Parents: We do, with the help of God.
CONGREGATIONAL ASSENT
Pastor: Jesus Christ calls us to make disciples of all nations and to offer them the gift of grace in baptism. Do
you, who witness and celebrate this sacrament, promise your love, support, and care to the one about to be
baptized, as she lives and grows in Christ?
C: We promise our love, support, and care.
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
P: Let us unite with the church in all times and places in confessing our faith in the triune God.
P: Do you believe in God?
C: I believe in God.
P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ?
C: I believe in Jesus Christ.
P: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit.
PRAYER OF BAPTISM
P: Christ be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray.
We thank you, God, for the gift of creation called forth by your saving Word. Before the world had shape and
form, your Spirit moved over the waters. Out of the waters of the deep, you formed the firmament and
brought forth the earth to sustain all life. In the time of Noah, you washed the earth with the waters of the
flood, and your ark of salvation bore a new beginning. In the time of Moses, your people Israel passed
through the Red Sea waters from slavery to freedom and crossed the flowing Jordan to enter the promised
land. In the fullness of time, you sent Jesus Christ, who was nurtured in the water of Mary’s womb. Jesus was
baptized by John in the water of the Jordan, became living water to a woman at the Samaritan well, washed
the feet of the disciples, and sent them forth to baptize all the nations by water and the Holy Spirit.
Bless by your Holy Spirit, gracious God, this water. By your Holy Spirit save those who confess the name of
Jesus Christ that sin may have no power over them. Create new life in all baptized this day that they may rise
in Christ. Glory to you, eternal God, the one who was, that is, and shall always be, world without end. Amen.
ACT OF BAPTISM
PASTOR: Waelynn Jane Glessner, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

PASTOR: The Holy Spirit be upon you, Waelynn, child of God, disciple of Christ, member of the church.
PRAYER FOR THE BAPTIZED
P: Let us pray for the one baptized today. We give you thanks, O Holy One, mother and father of all the
faithful for these your children and for the grace acknowledged here today in water and the Holy Spirit.
Embrace us all as sons and daughters in the one household of your love. Grant us grace to receive, nurture,
and befriend these new members of the body of Christ.
All: Give to the newly baptized: strength for life’s journey, courage in time of suffering, the joy of faith, the
freedom of love, and the hope of new life; through Jesus Christ, who makes us one. Amen.
BENEDICTION
P: Go in the peace of Christ.
All: Thanks be to God.
A Time for Children
*Hymn of Praise “Lord, You Give the Great Commission” 459
Today’s Scripture Lesson
Colossians 1:11-20
May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared
to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in
the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into
the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the
invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers--all things have been created through
him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body,
the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in
everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.
Sermon: “Sharing in Christ’s Reign”
The Pastoral Prayer
Prayer Response

Invitation to the Offering Rev. J.M. Deal
L: God’s greatest gift to us is freedom from death, doubt, and despair.

Out of our deep sense of gratitude, we offer to God our own gifts.
All: May our offerings bring life and hope to others thirsting for new life.
Offertory
*The Doxology

*The Prayer of Dedication Rev. J. M. Deal
We offer ourselves to you, Loving God, grateful for the many gifts you’ve given us to share. Empower us to
use our lives wisely and generously for the furthering of Christ’s work. May our gifts be multiplied so that
others may experience the benefits of your mercy and love. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.
The Prayer of Our Savior:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.
Closing Hymn: “Crown Him with Many Crowns”
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*The Benediction
"Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good;
render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all
people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit."
And may the blessing of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit remain with you forever. Amen.
*Organ Interlude and Extinguishing of the Candles
Postlude
Sunday, November 27, 2022
The First Sunday of Advent
Call To Worship Rev. Thom Shuman
Leader: Now, in this holy season of Advent, we wait.
All: For the faithful God is coming to us.
L: Now, in this season of waiting, we listen.
All: For the faithful Word speaks of good news to us.
L: Now, in the waiting and listening, we watch.
All: For the faithful Spirit is moving among us.
Advent I
We light candle representing Hope.

One: The Advent wreath is a circle with no beginning and no end. It is a symbol of God’s unending love and
faithfulness.
Many: The prophet Isaiah said, “The Lord will give you a sign: the virgin will be with child and will give birth
to a son and will call him Immanuel.”
One: The angel Gabriel said to Mary, “Greetings you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”
Many: We rejoice that we too have found favor with God.
One: Mercy extends to all who are amazed by God. We light this candle of hope, preparing for the
wonderment of God’s favor.
Opening Hymn: “Come, O Long-expected Jesus” #125
The Call to Confession Rev. J.M. Deal
L: Jesus’ life reminds us that we are not alone. God came down and walked among us, sharing in our suffering
and death.
All: Let us, in good confidence, confess to God our brokenness.
Prayer of Confession Rev. Christopher Ney
Holy and Loving God, we give thanks for the promise of this sacred season and for the joy we find in the
Christ Child. Yet even as we rejoice, we recognize that we often fail to live with the hope of redemption. In
this season of anticipation, we know that we are easily distracted by our own projects and preparation. We
lose focus on the one who is the Source of our joy. Forgive us, God, and restore our hope in you. Amen.
A time for personal reflection and confession.
Words of Assurance Rev. Christopher Ney
One: The promise of the season of Advent is the promise of Emmanuel, God with us. Jesus calls us to keep
awake so that we are ready for God’s arrival. Therefore, let us lay aside all those things that distract us from
faithful watching for God. Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel:
All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
Today’s Scripture Lesson
Luke 21:25-36
"There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by
the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the
world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud'
with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads,
because your redemption is drawing near." Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees;
as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when
you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation
will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not
pass away. "Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the
worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the
face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things
that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man."
Sermon: “Preparing for the Day”
The Pastoral Prayer
The Prayer of Dedication

Rev. J. M. Deal

Ever-present and loving God, your Word tells us to cast our cares on you because you care for us. In faith and trust w
present these gifts, and ourselves, to you. Bless and multiply them to meet the needs, both hidden and apparent, of
beloved ones. Inspire each of us to live as Christ’s witnesses, today and ever more. By the power of the Holy Spirit, w
pray. Amen.
The Prayer of Our Savior
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.
Closing Hymn: “Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates” #129
*The Benediction
"Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good;
render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all
people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit."
And may the blessing of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit remain with you forever. Amen.
*Organ Interlude and Extinguishing of the Candles
Postlude

Watch Facebook and YouTube for special devotionals and offerings
during the week.
Check Facebook and watch your email for changes of services that may
have changed from week to week, possibly even day to day.

Please note, we continue to accept offering during our in-person services,
USPS mailed in offerings and online with Tithe.ly. If you have any questions,
please call the church at 445-4534.

Please check our website periodically throughout the
week for updates: www.stpaulsuccsomerset.org

Greeters and Ushers:
Today:
Next Sunday:

Lisa Yeckley – Chair
Audrey Hay – Chair

Candy Christner

Nursery Volunteers
This Sunday: Emily Korns & Becky Smith
Next Sunday: Josh Boland & Taylor Fetterman

November’s Mission Offering Is the Community Thanksgiving Dinner and the Salvation Army
This month’s mission offering goes to support two great causes, our own Community Thanksgiving
Meal and the Salvation Army. Your gift will help to underwrite this year’s effort to provide
approximately 300 meals to our neighbors!
Your gift to the Salvation Army will help underwrite their heating assistance program for needy
Somerset Countians.
The offering will be split between these two worthy programs, unless otherwise noted on the offering
envelope.

We are thrilled to welcome Waelynn Jane Glessner to the Body of Christ through
the Sacrament of Holy Baptism! Waelynn is the daughter of Matthew and Raeann
Glessner.

The Somerset Community Thanksgiving Dinner will be held on Thursday November
24 at St. Paul’s UCC (202 W. Union St., Somerset). This year's dinner will be sit-down and
pick-up only between 11:00 am-1:00pm, or until food runs out.

We need more volunteers please! Please call 814-445-4534 if you are available to help.
All volunteers for the meal must be pre-registered and check in only at their specified time
and work in their assigned station. Volunteers working with food will need to wear gloves.

This week in St. Paul’s History!

Letter to the Congregation from Pastor Shellenberger

April 18, 1973
“A notable event happened on Passion Sunday, April 8, when the sculptured iron cross made by
Mr. David C. Weimer and commissioned by Mr. & Mrs. Dale W. Oglevee in memory of her
parents, Mr. Ezra R. and Mrs. Lucy P. Baer was dedicated and placed upon the altar. This
appointment for use during the Lent and on occasions of penitence should remind us of the
other side of our central symbol of the Faith. Certainly, the Cross was made beautiful by what
God through Christ did with it. Our sculptured iron cross and crown of thorns bears a vivid
testimony to the cruelty imposed upon our Lord as He lived out His Compassion for people like
ourselves.”

Dave Weimer presents Rev. Shellenberger with the cross.

The nails that Mr. Weimer used to sculpt the cross were salvaged
by church members when the parsonage was torn down.

Annual Congregational Meeting
St. Paul’s Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, December 11, 2022 following worship. Business items
include electing new council members and approving the 2023 church budget. The budget is still being
compiled and should be available by December 1st.
We will be filling 2 Council vacancies. The Nomination Committee has submitted the following slate for
election. The slate has been approved by Church Council.
Susan Geary (deacon, 3-year term). Sue is completing another person’s unexpired term and has agreed to
being nominated to serve her own term.
Kathy Gary (elder, 3-year term)

We are on the eve of Advent, the season of watching and
waiting for the arrival of the Light of the World, Jesus
Christ. Christmas celebrations break out to honor his birth
and the Light continues to spread as the Wisemen arrive
to worship Jesus on Epiphany. Jesus’ life is defined by the
light of life overcoming the shadows of our death and
despair. During the holy seasons of Advent, Christmas,
and Epiphany, our congregation plans to celebrate the
beauty of Christ’s life by sharing light. You will notice that
during Advent an outdoor light display will welcome our
friends and neighbors who pass by the church. We hope
that the light we share will warm the hearts of those who
see it. As the days grow shorter and the darkness and
coldness of winter sets in, let us encourage one another by
celebrating light and hope!
Church Council is proud to announce that as part of the Share the Light Program, we will also endeavor to
further the light-bearing work in our church and community. Each year we will designate a community or
church project that will benefit from the Share the Light Program. Here’s how you can help:

You are invited to give a gift in honor or in memory of those people who have added light to your life! Your
donation to the Share the Light Program will help to underwrite the purchase of the outdoor lights and to
support a timely project in the church. We will honor those people during a worship service close to Epiphany,
January 6th.
This Year’s Share the Light Project
We found out in October that the florescent light fixtures in
the Sanctuary chandeliers are starting to wear out. One of
the chandeliers in the back of the Sanctuary has already
started to fail. Our electrician estimates that replacing the
florescent parts will cost around $800 per chandelier, for a
total of $4,800. A more cost-effective option is to replace
the florescent parts with more durable and energy-efficient
LED fixtures at a cost of approximately $400 per chandelier,
totaling $2400.
A form will be made available next week where you can
help to ‘Share the Light’ by honoring a light-bearer in your
life. A contribution of $15 covers the cost of one strand of lights, yet your gift, of any amount, will help us to
share the light inside and outside of our church as we complete the Sanctuary Chandelier Project. The spirit of
this new program is to encourage one another to Share the Light!

Throughout November we will be launching our 2023 Stewardship Campaign!

“From Bread and Cup to Faith and Giving” invites us to celebrate how our individual gifts are combined to do
the powerful saving work of Christ. Over the next few weeks we will be learning more about how we can
share our gifts to further our church’s mission.

St. Paul’s 2023 Stewardship Campaign is Here!
This year’s theme is…

