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Dear St. Paul’s Friends & Family,
The parable of the dishonest manager is one of Jesus’ most challenging
parables for many preachers, including yours truly! Unlike parables such
as the shepherd searching for sheep, or the widow searching for a lost
coin, or the father in the prodigal son story, we are not commended to
follow the dishonest manager’s moral lead. His dishonest actions may
disqualify him as a moral paradigm, however his resilience and creativity
to life’s circumstances give us food for thought.
Bible scholars rightly identify this parable as one that deals with the end
of the world as we know it. Theologians call this the eschaton. The
manager’s career as he knows it is coming to an end, so he’s left to figure
out how to respond. The ways in which he could respond are many. He
could go into denial, plead for mercy to keep his job, blatantly steal to
cover his impending shortfall, or defame his master as being unwise or
unfair in his dealings. The manager chooses a different strategy as he
forgives parts of the debt of two creditors. His shrewd, albeit dishonest,
tactic cultivates two potential relationships that may serve him well
when things come to an end with his current boss.

What’s the takeaway for us? To borrow a word from Proverbs, vanity! Life is vanity, literally understood as
passing and temporary. Like mist, it’s here one minute and gone the next. The best that we can do is to
manage what we have so that our lives are as rich and meaningful as possible. The good news is that with God
the end is not really the end, but also a beginning. Whether we’re talking about our individual lives or God
pulling the curtain on the big drama that is creation, one thing is clear from our faith tradition: God will create
something new.
Perhaps that’s what Jesus is getting at when he says in Luke 16:10-12. "Whoever is faithful in a very little is
faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. If then you have not
been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been
faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own?” Your life is not only your life, but
really a gift of God. How will you manage this immeasurable gift? What will you do with your time, your

passions, and your possessions? How will you use your life to further Christ’s healing and reconciling work in
the world?
May our dealings in life be honest, faithful, and true. May we be adaptive and creative as we use our gifts in
the short time we have in this life. I pray that in our doing and in our being that when this part of our journey
together comes to an end, God will entrust us with a new creation: life to live, gifts to share, resources to
manage, and life-giving relationships to celebrate as we continue the eternal journey of God’s creative and
redemptive love.
Blessings on your journey,
Pastor Matt

Here are our worship opportunities for the week ahead:
Gathered worship in the Sanctuary, Sunday, 9:30am.
Online Worship at 9:30am on Facebook and YouTube.

Worship Resources for Sept 18, 2022

Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost
Prelude
Call to Worship
Rev. Rebecca Gaudino
Leader: O God, we come into your courts with praise and thanksgiving!
All: We come in celebration and song.
L: We come in gratitude of your inheritance.
All: We come as those who have received blessing upon blessing.
L: We hear the cry of the poor in the land, and ache to offer them relief.
All: We come to bring them blessing upon blessing, in Jesus’ name.
L: O God, we come into your courts with praise and thanksgiving!
All: We come in celebration and song.
*Opening Hymn

“This Day God Gives Me”

*The Greeting
The Call to Confession

Rev. J.M. Deal

L: God loves us and accepts us. Let us in confidence make our confession to God.
The Prayer of Confession
Rev. Rebecca Gaudino
Leader: O Great Physician, we confess that we find your medicine hard to swallow. The quick fixes of this
world are so much more pleasant, leaving us free to go back to our usual routines.
All: But your medicine is powerful. And if we take it, it will remake and renew our lives. It will
reorient us to you and to you alone. Turn us toward your love for justice and true worship. Forgive

our sins, for which you weep. Forgive our hesitation. Grant us courage to choose you as our
physician, and to serve you and you alone. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.
a time for personal reflection and confession
Kyrie

Words of Assurance Rev. Rebecca Gaudino
Leader: The God of our salvation, the God who weeps for us and for our world, is the God whose compassion
comes speedily to meet us, and to forgive us.
All: Thanks be to God! Amen.
The Passing of the Peace
L: May the Peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
Children’s Time
*Hymn of Praise

“Seek Ye First”

354

Today’s Scripture Lesson
Luke 16:1-13
Then Jesus said to the disciples, "There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought to him
that this man was squandering his property. So he summoned him and said to him, 'What is this that I hear
about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.'
Then the manager said to himself, 'What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? I
am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do so that, when I am
dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.' So, summoning his master's debtors one by
one, he asked the first, 'How much do you owe my master?' He answered, 'A hundred jugs of olive oil.' He said
to him, 'Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.' Then he asked another, 'And how much do you
owe?' He replied, 'A hundred containers of wheat.' He said to him, 'Take your bill and make it eighty.' And his
master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are
more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. And I tell you, make friends
for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal
homes. "Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is
dishonest also in much. If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you
the true riches? And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your
own? No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth."
Sermon: “Managing Your Life”

The Pastoral Prayer
Prayer Response

Invitation to the Offering Rev. J.M. Deal
L: God’s greatest gift to us is freedom from death, doubt, and despair.
Out of our deep sense of gratitude, we offer to God our own gifts.
All: May our offerings bring life and hope to others thirsting for new life.
Offertory
*The Doxology

*The Prayer of Dedication (unison) Rev. J. M. Deal

During this season of Pentecost we open ourselves up to you. Transform us and our gifts through the Holy
Spirit’s presence, so that all that we are and all that we do may contribute to Christ’s healing and saving
work. For his sake we pray, Amen.
The Prayer of Our Savior (unison):
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.
Recessional Hymn: “Lord, You Give the Great Commission” #459
*The Benediction
"Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good;
render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all
people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit."
And may the blessing of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit remain with you forever. Amen.
*Organ Interlude and Extinguishing of the Candles
Postlude

Watch Facebook and YouTube for special devotionals and offerings
during the week.
Check Facebook and watch your email for changes of services that may
have changed from week to week, possibly even day to day.

Please note, we continue to accept offering during our in-person services,
USPS mailed in offerings and online with Tithe.ly. If you have any questions,
please call the church at 445-4534.

Please check our website periodically throughout the
week for updates: www.stpaulsuccsomerset.org

Greeters & Ushers
Today:
Next Sunday:

Lisa Yeckley , Chair
Audrey Hay, Chair

Sienna Ash
Kim Keim

Nursery Volunteers
This Sunday: Andra Snyder & Becky Smith
Next Sunday: Emily Korns & Sue Willison

Pause for Persons
There is a 2022 sign up board on the stage in
Fellowship Hall.

September Mission Giving is the
Somerset County Habitat for Humanity
Habitat for Humanity International is an ecumenical, grass-roots Christian ministry with
the goal of eliminating poverty housing. Unwilling to accept the fact that millions of people
live without adequate shelter, Habitat challenges individuals, churches, companies,
foundations, and other organizations to join in partnership with the poor to change the
conditions in which they live.
Somerset County Habitat for Humanity, Inc., founded in 1992, is an affiliate project of
Habitat for Humanity International. As an affiliate, we are an autonomous, non-profit
corporation with our own board of directors and committee structure. We are selfsupported from funds raised in Somerset County. Local projects including restoration
and construction of homes in Somerset, Meyersdale, Central City, Friedens, and other
areas.

Calling All Choir Members!
The Chancel Choir will gather for rehearsal this Sunday in the Sanctuary at 10:45am. Please
join us as we get ready for the 2022-2023 choir season!!! All are welcome!!!

Youth Group Gathering: Please join us for our youth lunch this
Sunday at noon in Fellowship Hall! All youth in grades 6-12 are
welcome!

Noted Artist Nina Scull’s Contribution to St. Paul’s
Nina Scull was the wife of Edward Scull who died in 1926. She was an artist who painted three
pictures for St. Paul’s: one of the Apostle, Peter, one of the Apostle Paul, and one of Jesus. The
pictures are hung in the Salem Chapel. Here is an article published after her death:
“Daily American”
David H. Reiley, Publisher

Nina Scull was Active in Arts
“Nina Woloshukova Scull died February 22 in Linwood Convalescent Center, Cape May, N.J. Burial
was at Cape May. She was 80.
Mrs. Scull was preceded in death by her husband, Edward Scull, in 1926. She had been a teacher of
music in the public schools of Somerset and later taught both music and art privately.
She is survived by a son, Dr. Edward Scull of West Hartford, Connecticut, a brother, Msgr. Nicholas
Woloshuk, retired of Cape May, four grandchildren, and one great-granddaughter.
Mrs. Scull was born in Leningrad, Russia, where she studied art at Petrograd Academy. She
continued her studies at a number of schools including Columbia University and the Pennsylvania
Academy of Fine Arts. She held degrees in both fine arts and music and was a noted lecturer and
teacher.
Her works, which are included in public and private collections on both coasts of the United States,
won her numerous awards and acclaim in every decade since 1930. Her affiliations included
fellowship in the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts, Who’s Who in American Art, the Da Vinci Art
Alliance, Provincetown Art Association, and Arts Alliance of Philadelphia.
She founded the Nina Scull Art Fellowship to encourage young artists. Over the years, her art studios
and gallery at her landmark 1117 New Jersey Avenue home became an institution in Cape May,
where she had been a resident since the late 1940s.
Mrs. Scull was honored as First Lady of the Year by the American Federation of Women’s Clubs for
establishing the first Boardwalk Art Show 15 years ago in Cape May, and she was honored by the
Cape May County Art League.”
Reflections on Nina Scull by Henry Cook, Member of St. Paul’s and one of her great-nephews:
She was my great aunt through marriage. Nina, I believe, was the first art teacher at Somerset High
School. She was a painter and also taught music. She was married to Edward Scull, who was the
heir apparent to running the banks. He died very young, in his 30’s. They had one child also named
Edward who was and medical doctor and practiced in Hartford, C.T. Nina spent her later years in
Cape May, N.J, as a painter.
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