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No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here!
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Administrative and Financial
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Dear St. Paul’s Friends & Family,
"Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give
you the kingdom…” (Luke 12:32a)
One of the great personal accomplishments of my teen years was being
entrusted with running a tractor and mowing machine when I was about
14 years old. Mowing the hay had been my grandpa’s job, but when his
eyesight prevented him from doing it safely, my dad called on me to do
this important work. Dad had been training me to do this and the day
finally came when he trusted me to do this job on my own. Looking back
on it all, I marvel at his faith in me to safely run dangerous and expensive
equipment without direct supervision!

In our scripture lesson for this week, Jesus is essentially doing the same
thing. He’s trusting us with managing God’s creation in his absence. In
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President – Mike Boyer
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slaves. In the first parable, the slaves are encouraged to be prepared for
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the master’s return at any moment, tending to the lamps and watching
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for his return even during the darkest hours of the night. The second
parable featured two chief slaves who are entrusted to manage the
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household. The one slave was wise, and judiciously cared for the
master’s possessions, especially the other enslaved people in the household. The second manager abused
those left in his charge, taking advantage of the master’s household for his own personal gain.
It is Jesus’ pleasure to give us the kingdom of heaven. As with any profound gift that’s given to us, a curious
mix of faith and stewardship comes with it. Like mowing hay or running a household, the experience isn’t ours
to possess, but also belongs to others who are involved with its existence, and ultimately, to the master who
decides the fate of the venture. God not only takes pleasure in entrusting us with creation but has faith that
we will wisely and steadfastly use creation for the betterment of all God’s people. Similarly, God will provide
the basics that we need for life and trusts us with sharing that abundance with other servants who are
experiencing difficulties in their lives. God’s faith in us requires a response that we not only trust God to guide
and provide, but that we will wisely manage all that God has given to us. The fruits of God’s household for
which we toil, aren’t ours to possess but given by God as a means for abundant life. May each of us receive
the blessings of God’s faith in us as we aspire to be wise and faithful managers of God’s household.
Blessings on your journey!
Pastor Matt

Here are our worship opportunities for the week ahead:
Gathered worship in the Sanctuary, Sunday, 9:30am.
Online Worship at 9:30am on Facebook and YouTube.
Telephone Worship is at 11:00am.
For telephone worshippers: the toll-free conference call number is 1-844-855-4444.
The automated service will then ask for your access code or PIN. Please enter: 512013#.

Worship Resources for August 7, 2022
Ninth Sunday After Pentecost
Prelude
Call to Worship & Welcoming Children
Rev. James E. Janecek — Adapted from Psalm 50
Leader: Come, listen to the One
All: who speaks and summons the earth, from the rising of the sun to its setting.
L: Come, see the One
All: who shines forth in the perfection of beauty.
L: Come, bring thanksgiving, the sacrifice that honors the One
All: who shows the salvation of God.
L: Let us worship God!
*Opening Hymn:

“All Are Welcome"

see insert

*The Greeting
Call to Confession Rev. J.M. Deal
L: God loves us and accepts us. Let us in confidence make our confession to God.
Prayer of Confession Rev. Douglas Main
One: Loving God, you are the sure foundation of our faith, and when our faith is weak it is because we are not
resting our hearts upon you but trying to go it alone or dependent on flimsy grounds.
All: Forgive us when we wander from your paths and find ourselves lost and troubled or doing foolish things.
Keep us safe in Your love. Let our faith be sure and steadfast whatever we may have to face in life. Help us
to be more understanding and forgiving of others as we should if we follow Your ways. Thank you for your
faithfulness to us, for your willingness to forgive, and to let us try again to be your people. Here in our
church today, strengthen our faith that we might go out from here restored and ready to help others in their
needs. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.
a time for personal reflection and confession

Kyrie

Words of Assurance Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay
One: Every good and perfect gift comes from above. Grace and mercy are such gifts. Transformation and new
life descend freely from the Most High to all who would receive them. Receive the assurance of God’s grace
and compassion as precious treasure made available to all.
All: Thanks be to God!
The Passing of the Peace
L: May the Peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
Special Music "Blessed Assurance" Josh and Angie Brumbaugh
Today’s Scripture Lesson
Luke 12:32-40
"Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your
possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven,
where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
"Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their master to return from
the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are
those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them
sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn,
and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. "But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour
the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of
Man is coming at an unexpected hour."
Sermon:

“Tending to God’s Household”

The Pastoral Prayer
The Prayer Response

Invitation to the Offering
Offertory

*The Doxology

*The Prayer of Dedication (unison) Rev. J. M. Deal

Ever-present and loving God, your Word tells us to cast our cares on you because you care for us. In faith

and trust we present these gifts, and ourselves, to you. Bless and multiply them to meet the needs, both
hidden and apparent, of your beloved ones. Inspire each of us to live as Christ’s witnesses, today and ever
more. By the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray. Amen.
The Prayer of Our Savior
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.
Closing Hymn:

“Crown Him With Many Crowns”

234

*The Benediction
"Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good;
render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all
people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit."
And may the blessing of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit remain with you forever. Amen.
*Organ Interlude and Extinguishing of the Candles
Postlude

Watch Facebook and YouTube for special devotionals and offerings
during the week.
Check Facebook and watch your email for changes of services that may
have changed from week to week, possibly even day to day.

Please note, we continue to accept offering during our in-person services,
USPS mailed in offerings and online with Tithe.ly. If you have any questions,
please call the church at 445-4534.

Please check our website periodically throughout the
week for updates: www.stpaulsuccsomerset.org

Greeters & Ushers
This Sunday: Sue Geary & Deb Rose
Next Sunday: Mike Boyer & Pete Hauger
Nursery Volunteers
This Sunday: Josh Boland & Taylor Fetterman
Next Sunday: Kate & Ed Flick

August’s Mission Offering is Penn West Conference’s Caring for Churches,
Caring for Clergy Campaign.
Penn West Conference launched the Caring for Churches, Caring for Clergy Campaign in
2020. Their goal is to encourage the churches and people of the United Church of Christ in
Western Pennsylvania and Western Maryland to help raise $500,000 to make available
mission grants to Penn West Conference churches. These grants will go toward providing
programs and resources to help sustain the churches and clergy who serve them. Mission
grants have helped churches make building repairs and fund new ministries to serve their
communities. Our mission offering for August will go to help support this important work.
Please speak with Pastor Matt if you’d like to learn more about our Conference’s Caring for
Churches, Caring for Clergy Campaign.

Save the Dates!!!
•

Our annual church family covered dish picnic will be on Sunday, September 11th at 11:30am.
There will also be a special 225th Anniversary history walk that will occur right after worship
concludes at 10:30am. The church kitchen and fellowship hall will be available to plug in
crockpots or to keep items heated in the oven or cooled in the refrigerator. The church will
provide fried chicken, drinks, plates and utensils. Please plan on joining us!

On Sunday, November 6th we will be celebrating the 225th Anniversary of our congregation! Special
events are being planned for that morning, beginning with worship and 9:30am and culminating with
an anniversary meal! Please watch for more details!!!

Pause for Persons
There is a 2022 sign up board on the stage in
Fellowship Hall.
For people interested in Hosting/Clean up only, cookies, snacks, KoolAid and
half/half are provided and the coffee will be ready to plug in/turn on before
church. The host puts the items out to serve, and then stays to clean up and put away
the food.
For people interested in Baking/Hosting/Clean up, you are welcome to prepare and
bring in food to serve. Coffee can be made for you to plug in/turn on, and the KoolAid
and half/half are provided.

Mark your calendar! “The Happiness Advantage” book discussion will
be offered on Wednesday, August 17th and 24th at 6:00pm!
Please put your name on the sign-up sheet on the table in the back of the Sanctuary if you are
interested in participating. There are also some books available if you’d like to borrow one. Please
talk to Henry Cook or Pastor Matt if you have questions.

To My St. Paul’s UCC Family:
Sunday, July 24th, 2022, I was transported back to my childhood
through music. I would like to thank ALL of you for providing such a
joyous celebration of my 50 years as a church organist.
I felt the love of “those gone before us” and the love of our Lord
and Savior all present throughout the church.
I will always cherish memories I had growing up in the church and
the wonderful memories of July 24th.
Love and Blessings,
Ann Marie (Uhl) Robinson

St. Paul’s UCC is partnering with Somerset Area School District, Tableland, and the
Family Center of Somerset County to provide school clothes, shoes, backpacks
and/or supplies for local children in need. You can take part in this year’s drive by
taking a ‘book’ from the display in the Edgewood Ave. Narthex, or you can make a
financial donation to the church to assist in underwriting the purchase of needed
items. Please write “School Drive” on your donation.
This effort will continue to evolve as we receive additional requests from our
community partners next week. Any questions can be addressed to Jenn Boland.
Your prayers & support are greatly appreciated.

Join us Rain or Shine.
Indoor activities are planned for inclement weather.

This year marks the 225th Anniversary of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ!
Our congregation has accomplished a lot over the past 225 years! We plan to
honor our forebears in faith, celebrate the present, and vision our way into the
future throughout the remainder of 2022. Periodically, we will feature a St. Paul’s
moment in history in our weekly update and bulletin. Here’s our first
moment…how it all got started! A special thank you goes out to Helen Brown and
Andra Snyder for spearheading this effort!
Peter Ankeny is regarded as the pioneer Reformed settler in the area now known
as Somerset and Bedford Counties. (At one time, parts of now Somerset County
were considered Bedford County).
Peter and his brother Christian crossed the Alleghenies from Washington County,
Maryland, in 1772 or 1773. Peter acquired a tract of land south of the town of
Somerset, known as the Hugus farm. The following spring, Peter returned to
Maryland for his wife and child; their belongings, including a ten-plate stove
weighing about 400# were conveyed to their new home on pack horses. Peter
became one of the owners of the land on which the present town of Somerset was
built. In 1795, he donated two lots to the Reformed and Presbyterian churches
“for church and burial purposes”. These two lots are now known as Ankeny
Square. The stone pillars were originally part of the old courthouse. It is believed
that the first building was a log structure, followed by a stone church built in
1810. Father Henry Giese was the Reformed church minister from 1796 to 1818;
he is buried in Berlin, PA.
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