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Our Ministry Team

…………………………………………………………

Rev. J. Matthew Deal: Pastor
Mrs. Jenn Boland: Director of
Programming for Children,
Youth, & Families
Mr. Dave Neimiller: Organist &
Director of Music
Mrs. Cindy Lambert:
Administrative and Financial
Secretary
Ms. Marcy Shellenberger:
Children’s and Youth Choir
Director

Dear St. Paul’s Friends & Family,
The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with
him; but Jesus sent him away, saying, "Return to your home, and declare
how much God has done for you." So he went away, proclaiming
throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him.
It’s hard to say exactly what demons were inflicting the man in our gospel
reading for this week. Maladies and illnesses, whether physical, mental, or
spiritual, were often understood through the lens of religious life. For
much of human history it was believed that sins or demons were the cause
of most mental and physical illnesses. Modern science has brought us a
long way, and yet the story of the Gerasene Demoniac still holds power for
us.

Church Council Officers:
President – Mike Boyer
Vice President – Pam Webreck
Secretary – Emily Korns
Treasurer – Henry Cook

I don’t want to spend too much time on the whys and hows of the
exorcism, as if, I could even begin to explain the mysterious and miraculous
workings of God! The power in this story is that Jesus is not a passive bystander when confronted with suffering and illness. The possessed man
does not ask for help, nor does Jesus ask for permission. He simply
corrects what is wrong in the man’s life and restores his dignity. Even
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more striking is the fear that this miracle generates in those who witness
the man being made well. They are so afraid that instead of accepting Jesus’ gift of life and health, they ask
him to leave their country.
In many ways, the story is a bit of an allegory for our own time (a story that can reveal for us deep truths
about the human condition). What are the proverbial demons that ail us? What fear, anger, uncertainty, and
outrage drive us, like the possessed man in the story, to the tombs of hopelessness, despair, and death? What
dehumanizing forces do we witness stripping our neighbors’ dignity and humanity? There are many things
that inflict us personally and collectively. Lest we lose too much hope, this story also bears witness to God’s
power. Jesus Christ is the life-giver and truth-bearer. And like he did with Legion, he exposes the forces that
seek to subjugate our time, money, and attention to advance their own wealth and power. Jesus, once again,
reaffirms God’s desire that each human being should live free from forces that diminish our dignity as God’s
children and cause unjust suffering.

The amazing take away from this story, for me, it that Jesus not only heals and liberates, but also shares power
with the formerly inflicted man. He does not permit him to join him and the disciples on their journey but
sends him home with the charge to tell others what God has done for him. This formerly tormented and
humiliated man becomes one of Christ’s first apostles, literally embodying God’s message of hope and healing.
We too share this charge to show the world what God has done for us. How has God blessed you? What do
you count among God’s influences in your life? What does the freedom of will that Christ brings mean to you?
Go, not only to tell, but to show others the hope and love that God has sent into your life.
May our shared journey heal us,
Pastor Matt

Here are our worship opportunities for the week ahead:
Gathered worship in the Sanctuary, Sunday, 9:30am.
Online Worship at 9:30am on Facebook and YouTube.
Telephone Worship is at 11:00am.
For telephone worshippers: the toll-free conference call number is 1-844-855-4444.
The automated service will then ask for your access code or PIN. Please enter: 512013#.

Worship Resources for June 19, 2022
Second Sunday After Pentecost
Prelude
The Call to Worship & Welcoming Children Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay
One: As a deer longs for flowing streams of water, our souls reach out to seek our God.
Many: Where is our God? In the cleansing of the rain, in the refreshing of a pool, in the predictability of a
faucet.
One: With glad shouts and songs of thanksgiving, our voices lift toward our God.
Many: Where is our God? In the melody of voices raised in concert, in the stillness of silence, in the
cacophony of spontaneous praise.
One: As deep calls to deep, we come to worship the Living God.
Many: Where is our God? In the echoes of our prayers, in the reverence of bowed heads, in the hope of
raised faces. The Holy One is with us.
Opening Hymn:
*The Greeting

“Spirit”
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The Call to Confession
Rev. J. M. Deal
L: God loves us and accepts us. Let us in confidence make our
confession to God.
The Prayer of Confession
Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay
Holy and Gracious God, fear seeks to be our constant companion. It stifles us with its overwhelming
presence and prolific imagination. Fear surrounds us and blocks our vision and your path. Fear keeps us from
picking up our cross as much as it suppresses our joy in you. Fear invites us to believe the easy lie rather than
confronting the hard truths necessary for your kingdom to come. Too often, we cast off your perfect love in
favor of insidious fear. Forgive us for choosing fear when we could have you, your presence, and your way as
our companion on our journey. Empower us to reject fear and all that fall complicit in dampening your truth.
a time for personal reflection and confession
Kyrie

Words of Assurance
Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay
We are reminded in the book of Romans that “We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand.” That grace promises the glory of
transformation through the acknowledgement of need for it. New life awaits as “hope does not disappoint us,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.” (v.5)
Receive grace, embrace transformation, and enter the newness of life in which Christ fashions our struggles
into character and hope.
All: Thanks be to God! Amen!
The Passing of the Peace
L: May the Peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
*Hymn of Praise:

“Spirit of the Living God”

Today’s Scripture Lesson
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Luke 8:26-39

Then they arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. As he stepped out on land, a man
of the city who had demons met him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house
but in the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top of his voice, "What have
you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me"-- for Jesus had
commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept under
guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the
wilds.) Jesus then asked him, "What is your name?" He said, "Legion"; for many demons had entered him.
They begged him not to order them to go back into the abyss. Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine

was feeding; and the demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. Then the
demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake
and was drowned. When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city and in the
country. Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they came to Jesus, they found the man
from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were
afraid. Those who had seen it told them how the one who had been possessed by demons had been healed.
Then all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were
seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. The man from whom the demons had gone
begged that he might be with him; but Jesus sent him away, saying, "Return to your home, and declare how
much God has done for you." So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for
him.
Sermon:

“Healing & Wholeness”

The Pastoral Prayer
The Prayer Response

Invitation to the Offering
Offertory
*The Doxology

*The Prayer of Dedication Rev. J. M. Deal
Ever-present and loving God, your Word tells us to cast our cares on you because you care for us. In faith and
trust we present these gifts, and ourselves, to you. Bless and multiply them to meet the needs, both hidden
and apparent, of your beloved ones. Inspire each of us to live as Christ’s witnesses, today and ever more. By
the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray. Amen.
*The Prayer of Our Savior
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Father’s Day Blessing
All: Holy God, may your blessing be upon all families this day. Whether our family is large or small, biological
or chosen, may your Holy Spirit embrace the relationships we hold dear. On this Father’s Day, may you guide
and protect parents and children. Grant them wisdom and patience as they live and grow together as your
children. May your love inspire us to care for all of your children. Amen.
Closing Hymn:

“For the Healing of the Nations”
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*The Benediction
"Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good;
render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all
people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit."
And may the blessing of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit remain with you forever. Amen.

Watch Facebook and YouTube for special devotionals and offerings
during the week.
Check Facebook and watch your email for changes of services that may
have changed from week to week, possibly even day to day.

Please note, we continue to accept offering during our in-person
services, USPS mailed in offerings and online with Tithe.ly. If you have
any questions, please call the church at 445-4534.
We have resumed the practice of passing the offering plates during worship. There is
an offering plate on the table in the back of the Sanctuary for those who prefer giving their
offering in that manner.

Nursery Volunteers:
Sunday, June 19th: Suzy & Eve Housley
Sunday, June 26th: Amanda Deal & Sue Willison

Please check our website periodically throughout the
week for updates: www.stpaulsuccsomerset.org

Help Wanted: Acolytes! We are in need of children & youth who would be willing to light and

extinguish the candles during our Sunday morning worship services. Please let Pastor Matt know if you
have a young person in your life who would like to help with this important part of our worship service!
You can also sign up for available Sundays using the sign-up sheet that is on the bulletin board in the
hallway across from the church office.

Register today for
Community Vacation Bible School!
https://somersetcommunityvbs.mycokesburyvbs.com/

VBS will be July 11-15th.
We will be enjoying a delicious food
truck theme! Children from 3 years old
to 6th grade are invited to attend. This
year’s Bible school will be a cooperative
effort between 3 partner churches. As is
the case every year, we need adult and teen helpers to make our VBS a
success. Please talk to Jenn Boland or Amanda Deal if you are interested
in helping!

**VBS Volunteer Important Note**

We are in the process of updating the child clearance files of all our volunteers. If you
wish to help with our precious children and/or youth, we will help you apply for the required
clearances. Please call Cindy in the church office at 814-445-4534 or talk to Jenn Boland
after church on Sunday. Thank you for your help!!!

St. Paul’s UCC’s Lending Library
These books are on a mission to inspire children to
“Dream More, Learn More, Care More and Be More.”
Read them, enjoy them, but don’t hide them away.
ImaginationLibrary.com/Check-Availability

Saint Paul's will host 'Kids Night Out' for kids 0 - 12 in Shellenberger Park
In conjunction with Somerset, Inc.’s First Fridays
initiative. Grownups can enjoy the First Friday
activities at local uptown businesses, while kids
enjoy the playground, a light meal & snacks,
and participate in fun, games, and activities.

Volunteers Needed!
First Friday each month
4:00 - 8:30 pm
Set up
Clean up
Food prep/food stations
Registration
Childcare/Activities 0-3*
Childcare/Activities 4 - 7*
Childcare/Activities 8-12*
Monitors*
* Must have clearances
(Assistance available)
Please consider donating
Food; Snacks; Drinks;
Popcorn Machine
Interested in volunteering?
Contact Jenn Boland or
Emily Korns

Thank you to all who have volunteered
to help host and to make food for the
Pause for Persons Fellowship time.
We hope to continue Pause for Persons through the summer months.
There is a 2022 sign up board on the stage in Fellowship Hall.
For people interested in Hosting/Clean up only, cookies, snacks, KoolAid and
half/half are provided and the coffee will be ready to plug in/turn on before
church. The host puts the items out to serve, and then stays to clean up and put away
the food.
For people interested in Baking/Hosting/Clean up, you are welcome to prepare and
bring in food to serve. Coffee can be made for you to plug in/turn on, and the KoolAid
and half/half are provided.
Please contact Cindy Lambert in the church office or Andra Snyder (814) 233-0642 if you have any
questions.
Thank you very much.

June Mission: Somerset County Mobile Food Bank
The Somerset County Mobile Food Bank is a free food distribution intended to
bring fresh produce and other items to those in Somerset County who have a limited
income and a lack of or limited transportation.
The Somerset County Mobile Food Bank serves the communities of Berlin,
Boswell, Central City, Confluence, Hollsopple, Meyersdale, Rockwood, Somerset and
Windber.

About Us

The Somerset County Mobile Food Bank is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization
that consists of a group of volunteers gathered together to provide food for the people
in Somerset County. We are not attempting to take the place of other Food
distributions already in place. We invite you to get involved with your local area food
banks and food pantries. The food, they provide during their regular schedules and the
holidays, helps to ensure that people do not go hungry during the year. That is, as long
as people have transportation to these services.
Through experience and resident communications, we discovered a need that
many people have no means to get to these services on a regular basis. Therefore, to
meet that need, the Somerset County Mobile Food Bank was developed.

Our Mission

To assist in providing access to food resources to meet the needs of our neighbors in
Somerset County, using a system with central and mobile food distribution means.
The system is intended to be collaborative with local food pantries and to augment
their efforts to maximize available food resources. The system also seeks to involve
local food producers by using their donated food or food they may sell to program
partners in the distribution system.

