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No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here! 
 
Dear St. Paul’s Friends and Family, 
 

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim 
the year of the Lord's favor." Jesus quoting the prophet Isaiah, Luke 4:18 

 
Preachers for generations have often viewed the above quote as Jesus’ 
mission statement.  He’s at his childhood synagogue early in his public 
ministry and reads this text from the prophet Isaiah.  Instead of simply 
reading it and moving on, Jesus makes clear the significance of the text in 
relation to his life when he says, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in 
your hearing,” 
 
I’m willing to bet that for most of us, this statement by Jesus is very good 
news.  Each of us, in our own way, have things that oppress, sicken, and 
keep us from wholeness and abundant living.  This good news, however, is 
not just for us, but also for our neighbors and all humanity.  In the same 
way that Jesus was anointed by God, we too are chosen through our 
baptism to join Christ in this saving and liberating work.   
 
The apostle Paul suggests in the twelfth chapter of First Corinthians that 
we are joined together as one body—Christ’s Body and are called by the 

Holy Spirit to use our gifts to serve our neighbor on God’s behalf.  I’ve been thinking a lot lately of how I’m 
using my gifts.  Two people who have inspired me recently are Betty Mancini and the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.  Undoubtedly, you know Dr. King’s legacy of advocating for equal rights for African Americans.  His 
concern for equal access ranged from the everyday lunch counter experiences to the foundational right of an 
American citizen to participate in self-governance by voting.  King was a pastor and preacher who saw the 
God-given rights and personhood of an entire race being denied, so he left the pulpit to advocate for societal 
change.  His courage and faith continue to inspire many people to work for equality and justice for the 
oppressed.   
 
I met Betty Mancini early in the pandemic in the Spring of 2020.  She was a friend of Ruth Blycheck, one of our 
members, and was invited by Ruth to join our telephone worship services.  Betty quickly became a regular 
worshipper and even continued worshipping with us following her move to Florida in October of 2020.  Her 
new neighbors invited her to go to church with them, but Betty told them that she already had a church, albeit 
it, a non-traditional one.  Betty didn’t let distance or even the pandemic prevent her from worshipping God 
and engaging in authentic community.  She’d bring her prayer requests to worship, asking us to prayer for 
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friends and family in many different situations.  When our CD player quit working, Betty called me wanting to 
pay for a new one.  She supported our church in spirit and with her resources, giving to every monthly mission 
offering and helping to support our telephone ministry.  Betty taught me the importance of community and 
the possibilities that exist for nurturing that community through innovative ministries.  Betty passed away late 
last month, but her witness is still felt in our congregation and by her pastor. 
 
Paul would likely tell you that you don’t have to be a Dr. King or a Betty to make a difference.  In fact, he 
would remind you that just like King and Betty, you are a member of Christ’s Body.  You are gifted by the Holy 
Spirit to make a difference in the world.  Let us unite as Christ’s Body, the church, to support and celebrate 
one another as we do Christ’s liberating, life-giving work together!   
 
Blessings on your journey, 
Pastor Matt 
 
 

Special Note:  We currently have a number of folks in our congregation dealing with Covid 
infections right now.  For your safety and convenience, we continue to offer online worship services 
on Facebook and YouTube.  We plan to gather for worship this Sunday in the Sanctuary.  Please 
consider wearing a mask for your own safety and the safety of others.  Please pray for those dealing 
with Covid. 

 
Here are our worship opportunities for the week ahead: 
 
Sunday:  Gathered worship in the Sanctuary at 9:30am.  Online Worship at 9:30am on Facebook and YouTube. 
 
Telephone Worship Sundays at 11:00am. 
For telephone worshippers: the toll-free conference call number is 1-844-855-4444.  The automated service will 
then ask for your access code or PIN.  Please enter: 512013#.  
 
 
Worship Resources for this Week 
Sunday, January 23, 2022 
The Third Sunday After the Epiphany 
 

*Call to Worship & Welcoming Children   (adapted from Psalm 19:1-2)  Rev. J. M. Deal 
Leader: The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 
All: We gather today in worship to add our voices to the eternal song proclaiming God’s majesty, goodness, 
and love. 
L: Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge. 
All: We gather today to ask for God’s blessings; to open ourselves to God’s wisdom and knowledge.   
L: Let us worship God! 
 
*Opening Hymn:    “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”   #2  

*The Greeting 
 



The Call to Confession    Rev. J. M. Deal 
L: We come to God offering our confession, reflecting on how we are living our lives. 
All: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and 
my redeemer.  
L: Let us pray.    
 
Prayer of Confession Rev. J. M. Deal 
Leader: Holy One, we give thanks you have called us to be your people.  Thank you for bestowing upon us 
many gifts to share with your creation.  We especially give thanks for Jesus’ reconciling, liberating, and healing 
ministry.  Forgive us for the times when we have failed to use our gifts to bring good news to the poor, release 
to the enslaved, and healing to the sick.  Grant us wisdom and courage to actively engage in Christ’s life-saving 
work.  We pray this in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

a time for personal reflection and confession 
 

Kyrie 

 
Words of Assurance    Rev. J. M. Deal 
L: Today the teaching of the prophet has been fulfilled!  Christ has come to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favor.    

Through Christ we are freed from the power of evil and sin.  Let us live as active members of Christ’s 
resurrected body by joining in Christ’s saving work. 

 

The Passing of the Peace  
L: May the Peace of Christ be with you. 

All: And also with you. 
 
Today’s Bible Lesson: Luke 4:14-21  

Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread through all 
the surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. When he came 
to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. 
He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found 
the place where it was written: "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let 
the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the 
attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, 
"Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." 
 

 



Sermon:  “Together in the Body of Christ” 

The Pastoral Prayer  

The Prayer Response 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Invitation to the Offering 

*The Prayer of Dedication     Rev. J.M. Deal 
All: Christ comes! Our hearts are full, our joy is boundless.  May this offering be a living message of peace, 
love, spirit, joy and hope to this church, to this community, to this nation and world.  Amen. 

*The Prayer of Our Savior 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  Amen.  
 
Closing Hymn:   “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun”  #95 
 
*The Benediction 
"Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; 
render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all 
people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit." 
 

And may the blessing of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit remain with you forever.  Amen. 
 
 

Watch Facebook and YouTube for special devotionals and offerings 
during the week. 

 
 
Check Facebook and watch your email for changes of services that may 
have changed from week to week, possibly even day to day.   
 

 



Please note, we continue to accept offering during our in-person 
services, USPS mailed in offerings and online with Tithe.ly.  If you have 
any questions, please call the church at 445-4534.  
 
 
Please check our website periodically throughout the 
week for updates:  www.stpaulsuccsomerset.org 

 
Please note, Pause for Persons is cancelled until further notice. 

 
Children’s Church and Sunday School are cancelled until further notice.  The 
cancellation is due to staff illness and high Covid cases and related hospitalizations in 
our community.   

 
 

2021 Financial Statements are available upon request.  Please email Cindy at 
stpaulsuccoffice1@gmail.com for your copy and designate if you would like a pick-up , 
mailed or emailed copy.   

 
 

 
The Adult Sunday School Class’s showing of “Queen Esther” has 
been postponed.   We plan to reschedule as soon as it is 
practicable.   We’ll keep you updated the weekly e-news and info. 
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Our vision is a world where everyone has food, voice and a safe place to call home. 
When difficult times happen, a kind and loving response can make all the difference. That’s why the 
CWS Blankets program was created—to give a kind, loving and tangible response to someone facing 
a difficult time, reminding them that they are not alone. 
Through the generosity of CWS partner organizations, congregations and individual supporters, our 
most vulnerable neighbors around the world can feel safe and keep warm with fresh linens and clean 
sleeping quarters. 
When our neighbors are in need, even $10 for a single blanket goes a long way. 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 



 
**Please Note: Order form is below for your convenience** 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2021 Blooms of Hope Order Form for  

Hope Sunday – March 20, 2022 
 

Deadline to Order is Sunday, February 27th.   
Price: $10.00 per bunch of 10 Daffodil 

$12.00 per potted plant 

Name          

Telephone   

1)  Mark One:  Cut Bunch   or    Potted Plant 

Mark One: In Memory  in Honor of   

  

2) Mark One:  Cut Bunch   or    Potted Plant 

Mark One: In Memory  in Honor of   

  

If you wish to order more than 2 bunches, please  

fill out an additional form.  Thank you! 

Please make your check payable to 
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