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Dear St. Paul’s Friends and Family,
Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. Give
thanks to God, bless his name. (Psalm 100:4)
Is it possible to give thanks to God amid intense personal pain and
suffering? The approaching holiday season can be a difficult time for
some people. Recent traumas like the loss of a job, a loved one, one’s
health, or even a dream can make thanksgiving difficult. I know that
some of us have had to deal with these traumas over the past year. The
challenge for us as the Body of Christ (a church family) is to find ways to
continue giving God thanks. Amid the harsh realities of life are reasons
for thanksgiving.
Our task as Christians is to explore ways in which we can bring hope to
one another. I don’t mean to sound trite, but even in the most hopeless
situation God is still at work, and where God is at work, there is reason
for hope. New life, resurrection, is built upon the foundation of hope. In
many cases, hope comes in the form of human contact. I once was
visiting with one of our homebound members. While I was unable to
give her a cure for the disease that ravaged her body, I was able to be a
presence in her life. She told me that the love of her church family gives
her hope. Just being there for her helped bolster her spirits and let her
know she was loved.

On a personal note, I am especially thankful for all of you, my church
family. You have helped to make our ministry successful through serving those in need and being available for
one another. I hope that throughout the upcoming months and into the New Year we can continue to be
sensitive to God’s persistent call. Opportunities abound for each one of us to discover God’s call in a new and
exciting way.
We, as a church family, are currently experiencing some tough times. Some of our members have had to deal
with difficult illnesses, surgeries, and prognosis. Hopelessness can easily creep into our lives during these
times. My reason for hope is my faith in you and God. I know that you will compassionately care for one
another and seek to assist me in caring for you.

I know that together we can discover new ways in which God will speak to our community. May we hear
God’s voice and take hold of the hope that is Jesus Christ our Lord.
May God Bless Us,
Pastor Matt

Here are our worship opportunities for the week ahead:
Gathered Worship with Children’s Church in the Sanctuary at 9:30am.
Online Worship at 9:30am on Facebook and YouTube.
Telephone Worship at 11:00am.
For telephone worshippers: the toll-free conference call number is 1-844-855-4444.
The automated service will then ask for your access code or PIN.
Please enter: 512013#.

Worship Resources for this Week
Sunday, November 28, 2021
The First Sunday of Advent
Prelude
Call to Worship & Welcoming Children Rev. Thom Shuman
Leader: Now, in this holy season of Advent, we wait.
All: For the faithful God is coming to us.
L: Now, in this season of waiting, we listen.
All: For the faithful Word speaks of good news to us.
L: Now, in the waiting and listening, we watch.
All: For the faithful Spirit is moving among us.
Opening Hymn:

“Come, O Long-expected Jesus”

125

*The Greeting
The Call to Confession Rev. J.M. Deal
L: Jesus’ life reminds us that we are not alone. God came down and walked among us, sharing in our suffering
and death.
All: Let us, in confidence confess to God our brokenness.

Prayer of Confession Rev. Christopher Ney

Holy and Loving God, we give thanks for the promise of this sacred season and for the joy we find in the
Christ Child. Yet even as we rejoice, we recognize that we often fail to live with the hope of redemption. In
this season of anticipation, we know that we are easily distracted by our own projects and preparation. We
lose focus on the one who is the Source of our joy. Forgive us, God, and restore our hope in you. Amen.
A time for personal reflection and confession.
Kyrie

Words of Assurance Rev. Christopher Ney
One: The promise of the season of Advent is the promise of Emmanuel, God with us. Jesus calls us to keep
awake so that we are ready for God’s arrival. Therefore, let us lay aside all those things that distract us from
faithful watching for God. Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel:
All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
The Passing of the Peace
L: May the Peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
Our Advent Journey Rev. Westley Conn
Advent I
We light candle representing Hope.
One: The Advent wreath is a circle with no beginning and no end. It is a symbol of God’s unending love and
faithfulness.
Many: The prophet Isaiah said, “The Lord will give you a sign: the virgin will be with child and will give birth
to a son and will call him Immanuel.”
One: The angel Gabriel said to Mary, “Greetings you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”
Many: We rejoice that we too have found favor with God.
One: Mercy extends to all who are amazed by God. We light this candle of hope, preparing for the
wonderment of God’s favor.
Advent Music Meditation
Today’s Scripture Lessons
Jeremiah 33:14-16 (pg. 699)
Psalm 25:1-10 (pg. 485)
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 (pg. 191)
Luke 21:25-36 (pg. 81)
The Sermon Ms. Angie Brumbaugh

Tim Witt & Dave Neimiller

The Pastoral Prayer
Prayer Response

Invitation to the Offering
The Doxology

*The Prayer of Dedication Rev. J. M. Deal
Ever-present and loving God, your Word tells us to cast our cares on you because you care for us. In faith and
trust we present these gifts, and ourselves, to you. Bless and multiply them to meet the needs, both hidden
and apparent, of your beloved ones. Inspire each of us to live as Christ’s witnesses, today and ever more. By
the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray. Amen.
*The Prayer of Our Savior
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.
Closing Hymn: “Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates” #129
*The Benediction
"Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good;
render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all
people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit."
And may the blessing of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit remain with you forever. Amen.
*Organ Interlude and Extinguishing of the Candles
Postlude:

* Please Note* The church office will be closed on on Friday, November 26th.

Watch Facebook and YouTube for special devotionals and offerings
during the week.
Check Facebook and watch your email for changes of services
that may have changed from week to week, possibly even day
to day.

Please note, we continue to accept offering during our in-person
services, USPS mailed in offerings and online with Tithe.ly. If you have
any questions, please call the church at 445-4534.

Please check our website periodically throughout the
week for updates: www.stpaulsuccsomerset.org
To those who contributed to the success of the
Community Thanksgiving meal at St. Paul’s.
We would like to extend gratitude to those who helped
baked pies and/or helped with the early preparation of
cutting, preparing and packaging all the many items on
Tuesday. Thank you to those who helped on Thanksgiving with traffic control,
order taking, packing meals, preparing beverages and to all who helped with the
cleanup effort.
During this time of focusing on gratitude, a big thanks goes to our community
team that gave time and resources with generosity and kindness. So much to be
thankful for!
Thanks to all who participated in the Thanksgiving dinner.

November’s Mission offering is the Salvation Army

Somerset Service Center’s Emergency Heating Fund. This
fund assists Somerset County residents who have
emergency heating needs.

St. Paul’s Annual Congregational Meeting

This year’s annual meeting will be on Sunday, December 12th, 2021 following worship. We will
be electing new members to serve on Church Council and the Legacy Fund Committee. We
will also be adopting the 2022 budget.
Here’s the slate for election
Church Council (3 year term):
Audrey Hay (Elder)
Emily Korns (Elder)
Lisa Yeckley (Deacon)
Legacy Fund (3 year term):
Craig Weaver
The proposed 2022 budget is undergoing final edits and copies will be circulated this coming
week via email, USPS, and in next Sunday’s bulletin.

Thank you to…

Angie Brumbaugh for filling the pulpit while Pastor Matt is away. Thank you for taking the
time to share with us your reflections on today’s texts.
The Advent Wreath lighting liturgy that are using during Advent was written by Rev. Wes
Conn. We are so thankful for him sharing his thoughtful reflections on this holy season.

An Invitation for You

Please join us this week in Fellowship Hall
following worship for Pause for Persons.
Drinks and snacks will be provided, but you’re
needed to help provide the conversation and
fellowship! Please contact Andra Snyder or Barb Davies if you’d
like to help with our weekly fellowship time.

Saturday Morning Rehearsals ... Salem Chapel:
Cherub Choir (Age 4 - Grade 2) : 9:30 - 10:00
Children's Choir (Grade 3 - 6): 10:00 - 10:30
Youth Choir (Grade 7 and up): 10:30 - 11:30

The 2021 Poinsettia Order form is below.

This form is for those who are out of town and/or mailing in their order only,

If you are ordering at the church, please use the provided envelopes available
in the narthex or on the table at the back of the Sanctuary.
Place your Poinsettia Order Envelope with payment enclosed in the offering plate or
bring it into the office.

Thank you!

Call Cindy if you have any questions:
814-445-4534
814-233-0419

