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No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here! 

 
   

Dear St. Paul’s Friends & Family, 
 
In July 2007 members of our youth group and adult chaperones 
traveled to New Orleans to assist in rebuilding after Hurricane 
Katrina.  Planning for the trip took well over a year and included 
numerous fundraisers, meetings with group participants and the 
United Church of Christ partners in New Orleans, and innumerable 
prayers.   
 
Memories of the trip flooded back to me as I saw images and heard 
the news reports this week following Hurricane Ida.  The good news 
is that Katrina’s flooding was not repeated during Ida, however 
millions still suffer in the Gulf Coast region.  Wide-spread power 
outages have made scarce the necessities of life.   
 
Little Farms United Church of Christ was the hub of the UCC’s 
Katrina relief efforts.  I learned the other day that they lost half of 
their roof during Ida.  Their website makes it clear that although their 
building is temporarily closed, the ministry of the church continues.   
 
In our gospel lesson for this week, we read about Jesus’ less than 
kind response to a foreign woman who was looking for a miracle for 
her daughter.  Jesus tried to send her away by convincing her that 
he was not sent to help her kind of people.  The quick-witted woman, 
with a touch of humor, persuades him to change his mind.  Her 
daughter is healed.   
 

What do we make of Jesus’ less than charitable response?  A crucial piece of the Christian tradition is 
the belief that Jesus Christ is fully human and fully divine.  Perhaps Jesus had an all too familiar human 
response when confronted with a person who didn’t look like him, worship like him, and wasn’t part of 
his tribe.  I must admit, that a significant part of me was quite nervous as our departure date got closer 
for our New Orleans trip.  My nerves weren’t only driven by taking a group of teenagers 1,500 miles 
away from home.  I was also nervous about the unknowns of that place.  How would the people receive 
us?  Would we be able to adjust well to a more metropolitan and diverse culture?  Would we, no, would 
I, be able to put aside my own preconceived notions about people and even prejudices and receive 
strangers with hospitality and gratitude? 
 
Our trip to New Orleans was a life-changing experience for our group.  The people we met and their 
resilient spirit not only broadened our horizons, but inspired us to see the possibilities that are presented 
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even in the midst of adversity.  Like the woman in the gospel story, with a little humor and a lot of 
perseverance, we can help to bring healing and life to all kinds of situations.   
 
In closing, if you’d like to contribute to Hurricane Ida relief, the United Church of Christ has set up a 
relief fund to assist our church partners in the Gulf Coast.  Simply notate “Ida” and the amount on your 
offering and we will see that they get it. 
 
Blessings for your journey, 
 
Pastor Matt 
 
 
 
Here are our worship opportunities for the week ahead: 
 
Gathered Worship with Children’s Church in the Sanctuary at 9:30am.      
 
Online Worship at 9:30am on Facebook and YouTube. 
 
Telephone Worship at 11:00am. 
For telephone worshippers: the toll-free conference call number is 1-844-855-4444.   
The automated service will then ask for your access code or PIN.   
Please enter: 512013#. 
 
Worship Resources for this Week 
The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost, August 29, 2021 
 
Call to Worship & Welcoming Children   Rev. Dr. Laurel Koepf Taylor 
One: Where are the teachers in our midst who will guide us as we learn? 
All: We follow Christ's example, and learn from one another! 
One: Where are Jesus' disciples, who thirst to know God's ways? 
All: We follow Christ's example, and learn from one another! 
One: Our church school is this sacred space and our classroom is the world.   
All: We follow Christ's example, and learn from one another! 
One: Thanks be to God for new beginnings, for new opportunities to learn together! 
All: We follow Christ's example, and learn from one another! 
 
*Opening Hymn:  “Give Thanks With a Grateful Heart”  #528 

*The Greeting 
 
Call to Confession  Rev. J. M. Deal 
One: Those who trust in God cannot be moved.  God upholds us with strong and righteous hands. 

All: Therefore, let us trust in God by offering our confession.  May God heal and strengthen us. 

Prayer of Confession  The Church of Scotland  



All: Merciful God, we acknowledge that there are times when we have fallen short of how we would wish to 
live, we have failed to live as the people You would have us be. 
 
One: For the times we have forgotten that this world is Yours and we have used it without proper regard for 
our sisters and brothers and the earth itself. 
All: Forgive us. 
 
One: For the times we have taken our family and friends for granted, when we have put ourselves first and 
disregarded their needs. 
All: Forgive us. 
 
One: For the times we have failed to recognize the gifts of faith, hope and love, and been too weak and fearful 
in our discipleship. 
All: Forgive us. 
 
All: God whose mercy knows no limits and whose love extends beyond time and space, forgive us for our 
failings and draw us back to You once again.  In Jesus name we pray.  Amen.   

  
a time for personal reflection and confession 

 
The Kyrie 

 
Words of Assurance   Rev. Dr. Laurel Koepf Taylor 
One: Disciples, followers, students of the living Christ, know that you are forgiven always and freed to begin 
anew through God's everlasting mercy and love. 

All: Thanks be to God and amen. 
 

The Passing of the Peace  
L: May the Peace of Christ be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

Today’s Scripture Lesson  Mark 7:24-37  

From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want 
anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman whose little daughter had 
an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. Now the 
woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her 
daughter. He said to her, "Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children's food and 
throw it to the dogs." But she answered him, "Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children's 
crumbs." Then he said to her, "For saying that, you may go--the demon has left your daughter." So she 
went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. Then he returned from the region 
of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. They 



brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand 
on him. He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he 
spat and touched his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, "Ephphatha," that 
is, "Be opened." And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 
Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they 
proclaimed it. They were astounded beyond measure, saying, "He has done everything well; he even 
makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak."   
 

The Sermon   “What’s Up With Jesus?”           

The Pastoral Prayer 

Prayer Response 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Invitation to the Offering 

The Prayer of Dedication   Rev. J. M. Deal 
We dedicate to you, Most Holy God, our tithes and offerings.  Consecrate our gifts so that they may continue 
Christ’s saving work.  Challenge us through the Holy Spirit’s council to open our whole lives up to you, so that 
all that we have and all that we are may serve Christ Jesus our Lord and Savior.  Amen. 
 
 

The Liturgy of Holy Communion 
 

The Invitation 
Pastor: Beloved in Christ, the Gospel tells us that on the first day of the week, Jesus Christ was raised from 
death, appeared to Mary Magdalene, on that same day, sat at the table with two disciples, and was made 
known to them in the breaking of the bread.  

This is the joyful feast of the people of God. Men and women, youth and children, come from the East, West, 
from North to South and gather at Christ’s table.  

This table is for all who wish to know the presence of Christ and to share in the community of God’s people. 

The Communion Prayer 
P: God be with you. 
All: And also with you.  
P: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to God!  
P: Let us give thanks to God Most High. 
All: It is right to give God thanks and praise!  
 

 



P: We give thanks, God of majesty and mercy, for calling forth the creation and raising us from dust by the 
breath of your being.  We bless you for the beauty and bounty of the earth and for the vision of the day when 
sharing by all will mean scarcity for none.  We remember the covenant you made with your people Israel, and 
we give you thanks for all our ancestors in faith. We rejoice that you call us to reconciliation with you and all 
people everywhere and that you remain faithful to your covenant, even when we are faithless. 

We rejoice that you call the entire human family to this table of sacrifice and victory. We come in 
remembrance and celebration of the gift of Jesus Christ, whom you sent, in the fullness of time, to be the 
good news. Born of Mary, our sister in faith, Christ lived among us to reveal the mystery of your Word, to 
suffer and die on the cross for us, to be raised from death on the third day, and then to live in Glory!  We bless 
you, gracious God, for the presence of the Holy Spirit in the church you have gathered.  With your sons and 
daughters of faith in all places and times, we praise you with joy.   

Sanctus:       Call and Response 

P: We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, and on the eve of death, Jesus gathered the 
disciples for the feast of the Passover. 

Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to the disciples, saying: “This is my body 
which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

In the same way also the cup, after supper saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 
Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
 All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 

P: Eternal God, we unite in this covenant of faith, recalling Christ’s suffering and death, rejoicing in Christ’s 
resurrection, and awaiting Christ’s return in victory. We spread your table with these gifts of the earth of our 
labor. We present to you our very lives, committed to your service on behalf of all people. We ask you to send 
your Holy Spirit on this bread and wine, on our gifts, and on us. Strengthen your universal church that it may 
be the champion of peace and justice in all the world. Restore the earth with your grace that is able to make 
all things new. 
All: Be present with us as we share this meal, and throughout our lives, that we may know you as the Holy 
One, who with Christ and the Holy Spirit, lives forever.  Amen. 

The Prayer of Our Savior 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  Amen. 

The Breaking of Bread and Pouring Wine 
P: The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ.  The cup of blessing which we bless is 
the communion of the blood of Christ. 

The Call to Supper 
P: The gifts of God for the people of God.  Come, for all things are ready.    (**Please alert an usher if you 
need a gluten free wafer) 

The Sharing of the Elements 
P: Take and eat, this is the body of Christ, broken for you. 
All: Amen!  



P: Take and drink, this is the cup of the new covenant, poured out for you. 
All: Amen! 

*The Prayer of Thanksgiving   
Almighty God, we give you thanks for the gift of our Savior’s presence in the simplicity and splendor of this 
holy meal.  Unite us with all who are fed by Christ’s body and blood that we may faithfully proclaim the 
good news of your love that your universal church may be a rainbow of hope in an uncertain world; through 
Jesus Christ our Redeemer.  Amen 
 
Closing Hymn:  “O God, Our Help In Ages Past” #67 
 
*The Benediction 
"Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; 
render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all 
people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit." 
 
And may the blessing of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit remain with you forever.  Amen. 
 

*Organ Interlude and Extinguishing of the Candles 
 

Postlude      

 
 
 
Watch Facebook and YouTube for special devotionals and offerings 
during the week. 
 
Check Facebook and watch your email for changes of services that may 
have changed from week to week, possibly even day to day.   
 

 
Please note, we continue to accept offering during our in-person services, USPS 
mailed in offerings and online with Tithe.ly.  If you have any questions, please 
call the church at 445-4534.  
 

 
 
 



 
 Please check our website periodically throughout the week for 
updates:  www.stpaulsuccsomerset.org 
 
 
 
 

 
 

September Mission Giving 
is the Somerset County Habitat for Humanity 

Habitat for Humanity International is an ecumenical, grass-roots Christian ministry with the 
goal of eliminating poverty housing. Unwilling to accept the fact that millions of people live 
without adequate shelter, Habitat challenges individuals, churches, companies, foundations, and 
other organizations to join in partnership with the poor to change the conditions in which they 
live. 
Somerset County Habitat for Humanity, Inc., founded in 1992, is an affiliate project of 
Habitat for Humanity International. As an affiliate, we are an autonomous, non-profit 
corporation with our own board of directors and committee structure. We are self-supported from 
funds raised in Somerset County. Local projects including restoration and construction of homes 
in Somerset, Meyersdale, Central City, Friedens, and other areas. 
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