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No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you’re  
welcome here! 
 
Dear St. Paul’s Friends & Family, 
 
The sinking feeling of “going it alone” can quickly set in when life isn’t  
going well, or things aren’t going as we’ve planned.  Feelings of 
loneliness or abandonment often leads us down the dark path where 
we are welcomed by anxiety, anger, despair, and other life-consuming  
emotional beasts that can lurk in the inner shadows of our being.  As 
one faithful church member has reminded me on more than one 
occasion, “We’ve never been promised a rose garden!”  Adversity 
happens as life’s storms arise on the horizon.  But one thing that we 
never are, is alone. 
 
God has created us for community.  We are surrounded by 
relationships: family, friends, acquaintances, the church, and even 
strangers who are with us on life’s journey.  Their presence can be like  
manna in the desert during those times of adversity, nourishing us in  
spirit and in action and never leaving us alone.  The disciples in today’s  
reading were not alone in that storm tossed boat.  They were together 
and most importantly, Jesus was right there with them.  He was 
sleeping like a baby being rocked in the cradle as his boat churned in 
the angry sea.  In terror and in need of a miracle, the disciples awaken 

him.  Jesus calmed the storm even as he seemed more annoyed at being awakened than relieved that 
they were saved.   
 
Faith is not so much about belief as it is the knowledge that we can trust someone and depend upon 
them.  Once Jesus calmed the storm, he wondered why the disciples were afraid.  He doesn’t wait for 
their reply, but wonders aloud, “Have you still no faith?”  Despite Jesus being beside them in the boat 
with them, his traveling companions still doubted that he would save them. 
 
We could be excused for having a similar slip of faith, after all, Jesus isn’t physically right beside us. 
We could be justified in feeling fearful and alone.  However, God’s story doesn’t end with Jesus and 
the disciples in a boat.  Christ promised us life-long companionship with the Holy Spirit. In other words, 
we are never alone because God is always with us.  As the storms of life buffet our personal boats of 
predictability and stability, have faith that you can call upon God and that God is by your side.  Just as 
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surely as you can trust in God, God also has faith in you!  May this interplay of faith draw you closer to 
God and to your fellow sojourners in faith. 
 
Peace,  
Pastor Matt 
 
 
Here are our worship opportunities for the week ahead: 
 
Gathered Worship with Children’s Church in the Sanctuary at 9:30am.      
 
Online Worship at 9:30am on Facebook and YouTube. 
 
Telephone Worship at 11:00am. 
For telephone worshippers: the toll-free conference call number is 1-844-855-4444.   
The automated service will then ask for your access code or PIN.   
Please enter: 512013#. 
 
Worship Resources for this Week 
 

The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost, June 20, 2021 
Father’s Day 
 
Call to Worship & Welcoming Children   Rev. Kristina Lizardy-Hajbi 
One: It’s awesome when all of the people live together in unity! 
All: When waters are rough, we hold each other tightly.  When the sea begins to swallow us, we hold each other 
tightly and call on God. 
One: But we also need God and each other when there are no looming waves. 
All: We can splash and play in the shallow end and venture into deeper waters with trusted friends.  
Delighting in refreshing currents of community and savoring each burst of laughter, let’s invite others to join 
in the fun! 

*Opening Hymn   “God of Grace and God of Glory”  #464 

*The Greeting 
Call to Confession   Rev. J. M. Deal 
One: Let us as the children of God offer up our confession for the wrongs that we have done and the good we 
have left undone.  Let us pray.    
 
The Prayer of Confession    Rev. J. M. Deal 

Holy God, we admit that we often like to do things our own way.  Some of us want to fit in with the 
crowd, and adhere to the demands of culture, while others pursue happiness without thinking of 
others.  Forgive us when we forget to search for your will for our lives.  Help us to experience the 



Body of Christ in such a way that we discover new brothers and sisters.  Open us to their wisdom, so 
that your church may flourish and others may come to know the saving power of your fellowship.  In 
Christ we pray.  Amen. 

 

a time for personal reflection and confession 
 

Kyrie 

 
 
Words of Assurance   Rev. Kristina Lizardy-Hajbi 
One: God’s grace washes upon the turbulent shores of our lives; and we are forgiven to begin again to live at 
peace with ourselves and others, with Christ and creation, allowing justice and love to flow freely through our 
lives. 

 
The Gloria Patri 

 

The Passing of the Peace  
L: May the Peace of Christ be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

Scriptures   Mark 4:35-41  

On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, "Let us go across to the other side." And leaving the 
crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him. A great 
windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already being swamped. But he was 
in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him, "Teacher, do you not care that we 
are perishing?" He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, "Peace! Be still!" Then the wind 
ceased, and there was a dead calm. He said to them, "Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?" And they 
were filled with great awe and said to one another, "Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey 
him?"  

 



The Sermon    “Just As He Was”              

The Pastoral Prayer  

Prayer Response 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Invitation to the Offering 

*The Doxology 

 
*The Prayer of Dedication   Rev. J. M. Deal 
We dedicate to you, Most Holy God, our tithes and offerings.  Consecrate our gifts so that they may continue 
Christ’s saving work.  Challenge us through the Holy Spirit’s council to open our whole lives up to you, so that 
all that we have and all that we are may serve Christ Jesus our Lord and Savior.  Amen. 
 
The Prayer of Our Savior  

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  Amen. 

 
Father’s Day Blessing  

All: Holy God, may your blessing be upon all families this day.  Whether our family is large or small, 
biological or chosen, may your Holy Spirit embrace the relationships we hold dear.  On this Father’s Day, 
may you guide and protect parents and children.  Grant them wisdom and patience as they live and grow 
together as your children.  May your love inspire us to care for all of your children.  Amen. 

 
Closing Hymn:    “How Firm a Foundation”    #618 

*The Benediction 
"Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; 
render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all 
people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit." 
 
And may the blessing of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit remain with you forever.  Amen. 



Watch Facebook and YouTube for special devotionals and offerings 
during the week. 
 
Check Facebook and watch your email for changes of services that may 
have changed from week to week, possibly even day to day.   
 
Please check our website periodically throughout the week for 
updates:  www.stpaulsuccsomerset.org 
 

 
 
  Today’s flowers are given in loving memory of my husband,   
   James P. Walker by Martha Walker 
 

    

 

 

Please note, we continue to accept offering during our in-person services, USPS 
mailed in offerings and online with Tithe.ly.  If you have any questions, please 
call the church at 445-4534.  

 

 
2021 HIGH SCHOOL & COLLEGE GRADUATES:   

Please let us know if you are a graduate!  We would like to honor 
you by placing your graduate photo in our display case in the 
narthex.  If possible, email your picture and graduation information 
to stpaulsuccoffice1@gmail.com  If dropping off a picture, we would 
like a 5x7, however, if you do not have this size, please bring us 
what you have available.  Please include your name, parents, 
school of graduation, type of diploma(college) and future plans if 
available.  Graduation Sunday is July 11th, please plan to attend!   

 
 

http://www.stpaulsuccsomerset.org/
mailto:stpaulsuccoffice1@gmail.com


 
 

 
This year’s Community VBS will be 

July 12th – 16th   
 

             The theme is 
“Discovery On Adventure Island.”   

 
          Come and experience the thrill of 
discovering God’s love and light as we escape to 
Adventure Island!  Children from 3 years old to 6th 
grade are invited to attend.  This year’s Bible 
school will be a cooperative effort between 3 
partner churches.  As is the case every year, we 
need adult and teen helpers to make our VBS a 
success. 
 

 
 
 



 
 Somerset County Mobile Food Bank   
 The Somerset County Mobile Food Bank is a free food distribution intended to 
bring fresh produce and other items to those in Somerset County who have a limited 
income and a lack of or limited transportation. 
  
 The Somerset County Mobile Food Bank serves the communities of  Berlin, 
Boswell, Central City, Confluence, Hollsopple, Meyersdale, Rockwood, Somerset and 
Windber.  
 

About Us 
 The Somerset County Mobile Food Bank is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization 
that consists of a group of volunteers gathered together to provide food for the people 
in Somerset County.  We are not attempting to take the place of other Food 
distributions already in place. We invite you to get involved with your local area food 
banks and food pantries. The food, they provide during their regular schedules and the 
holidays, helps to ensure that people do not go hungry during the year. That is, as long 
as people have transportation to these services. 
 Through experience and resident communications, we discovered a need that 
many people have no means to get to these services on a regular basis. Therefore, to 
meet that need, the Somerset County Mobile Food Bank was developed. 
 

"Homebound Program" 

The SCMFB doesn’t make home deliveries. However, we do offer a program for 
churches and organizations that would like to deliver boxes of food to disabled or elderly 
individuals in their area. The program serves those that have great difficulty picking up 
their own food. Able bodied card holders and households with able bodied family 
members must pick up their food at one of our nine distribution sites. 
 

Our Mission 
  

To assist in providing access to food resources to meet the needs of our neighbors in 
Somerset County, using a system with central and mobile food distribution means. 
The system is intended to be collaborative with local food pantries and to augment 
their efforts to maximize available food resources.  The system also seeks to involve 
local food producers by using their donated food or food they may sell to program 
partners in the distribution system.  
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