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No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here! 
 

Dear St. Paul’s Friends & Family, 
 
Our gospel reading for this week picks up where we left off last week.  
Jesus builds on the vineyard imagery taking us from the oneness of the 
vine and the branches to the specifics of the kind of fruit that we are to 
bear as members connected to him, the true vine.  Love is not only the 
fruit we are called to bear, but the lifeblood that animates the relationships 
between God and all of God’s children.  “As the Father has loved me, so I 
have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you 
will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and 
abide in his love.” (John 15:9-10).  The notion of abiding in love in this 
context is not limited only to a place of dwelling, but literally understood 
as an act of perseverance and steadfastness.   
 
Jesus is telling us that God not only loves us, but dwells with us.  In 
dwelling with God, we cannot simply be in God’s presence but are called 
to further action.  The double meaning of abide means that God wants us 
to join in the persistent and steadfast work of loving God and neighbor.  In 
other words, if we want to hang out with God, loving others is the essence 
of that oneness with God. 
 
We are fortunate to have real-life examples of how persistent living and 
loving work themselves out in everyday relationships.  A classic example 
is the relationship between parent and child.  As we celebrate The Festival 
of the Christian Home this Sunday, we honor the exemplary nature of 
these relationships.  The parent/child relationship, when it is healthy, 
covers for all types of mistakes and relational strains.  Relational bonds 

may become strained, but the love between parent and child always persists in mending the relationship.  
Obviously, this is not always the case.  Many parent/child relationships are at best complicated and in some 
cases broken, yet, this is the closest real-world example of the kind of abiding love about which Jesus is 
speaking. 
 
The conflicts and controversies that threaten dwelling with and loving one another persist, but that’s not the end 
of the story.  God’s abiding continues in both ways.  God walks with us and persists in loving us toward healing 
and reconciliation.  Christ’s command for us to love one another is more than just an aspirational rule, but at the 
very center of God’s healing and redemptive work.  Just as we are healed as individuals, so are those around us, 
and eventually all of creation.  Certainly, such healing love is needed now more than ever as the bonds that 
unite us are strained by all types of cultural forces around us.   
 
May you sense God’s healing love abiding with you, and may you abide in your faithfulness to love God, 
yourself, and others. 
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Blessings for the journey! 
Pastor Matt 
 
Here are our worship opportunities for the week ahead: 
 
Gathered Worship in the Sanctuary at 9:30am.  In order to ensure a safe service for all participants, 
masks will be required while in the building, including during worship.  We will also be practicing 
social distancing, so please find a row with a bow.   We have begun to phase back in congregational 
singing as we all continue to remain masked, so please come prepared to worship God through song!    
 
Online Worship at 9:30am on Facebook and YouTube. 
Telephone Worship at 11:00am. 
For telephone worshippers: the toll-free conference call number is 1-844-855-4444.  The automated 
service will then ask for your access code or PIN.  Please enter: 512013#. 
 
Worship Resources for this Week 
 
The Sixth Sunday of Easter, May 9, 2021 
 
Call to Worship & Welcoming Children    Rev. J. M. Deal 
Leader: The Spirit is coming to bless us all with a new song:   
All: Let our joy be complete! 
L: Gifts for the good of all, poured out on all to teach us a new song: 
All: Love one another! 
L: Strangers and neighbors, foreigners and family will join in the new song: 
All: No longer servants but friends! 
L: Come, let our worship make a joyful noise,  
All: Rejoicing in the friendship of God.  

*Opening Hymn     “Come, Christians, Join to Sing” 
1. Come, Christians, join to sing; Alleluia! Amen! 
Loud praise to Christ our King; Alleluia! Amen! 
Let all, with heart and voice, Before his throne rejoice; 
Praise is his gracious choice: Alleluia! Amen! 
 
2. Come, lift your hearts on high; Alleluia! Amen! 
Let praises fill the sky; Alleluia! Amen! 
He is our guide and friend; Our cry he will attend; 
His love shall never end: Alleluia! Amen! 
 
*The Greeting 
The Call to Confession      Rev. Jock Stein 
One: Gracious God, bend our thoughts toward You now, to worship with attention, to confess with 
purpose, to receive with open hearts and to grow a passion for Your will. 
All: We offer You our strength and our brokenness. 
 
 



Prayer of Confession   Rev. Jock Stein 
One: Holy One, 
All: we acknowledge our own sins, we acknowledge the shortcomings of our society, we 
acknowledge worldwide failures to live justly and kindly. 
One: We thank you for Jesus, 
All: who is the first fruit of a new human order and we desire to live the new life he offers us 
through the Spirit. Forgive us for doubting your goodness and willingness to bless all people.  
One: In worship today may we become sure of your love, sure of your wise purpose, sure of the 
values of your kingdom. 
All: In our worship may we grow in trust towards you and towards one another. May we 
receive the gifts you offer, through Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

a time for personal reflection and confession 
 

Kyrie 

 
 
Words of Assurance     (adapted from John 15:9-17) 
L: Christ, in his abundant love died for us and forgives our every sin.  
All: Let us love others as Christ loved us, giving freely of ourselves for the well-being of 
friends and strangers. 
 
The Gloria Patri 

 

The Passing of the Peace  
L: May the Peace of Christ be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

The Gospel Lesson 
John 15:9-17 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide 
in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 
complete. "This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends. You are my friends if you do what I 



command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I 
have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and 
bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am 
giving you these commands so that you may love one another. 
The Sermon      “Abide”               
The Pastoral Prayer  
Prayer Response  “Come and Fill” 

 

Come and fill all my life, Come and fill all my life. 

 
Each and every tender place:  Holy Breath, move through me. 
Pouring gently, rushing strong:  Holy Breath move through me. 
Invitation to the Offering  
*The Doxology 

 
*The Prayer of Dedication    Rev. J.M. Deal 
May our humble gifts given during this Easter Season be a taste of resurrection to those in 
need.  May our lives be points of Christ’s light to those who are living in darkness.  And may 
our very existence be dedicated to you, O God, our Strength and our Redeemer.  Amen. 
 

The Prayer of Our Savior  
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
Mother’s Day Litany 
L: To those who gave birth this year to their first child— 
All: we celebrate with you 
L: To those who lost a child this year – 
All: we mourn with you 
L: To those who are in the trenches with little ones every day and wear the badge of food stains –  
All: we appreciate you 
L: To those who experienced loss this year through miscarriage, failed adoptions, or running away— 
All: we mourn with you 
L: To those who walk the hard path of infertility, fraught with pokes, prods, tears, and disappointment  



All: we walk with you. Forgive us when we say foolish things. We don’t mean to make this 
harder than it is. 
L: To those who are foster moms, mentor moms, and spiritual moms –  
All: we need you 
L: To those who have warm and close relationships with your children –  
All: we celebrate with you 
L: To those who have disappointment, heart ache, and distance with your children –  
All: we sit with you 
L: To those who lost their mothers this year –  
All: we grieve with you 
L: To those who experienced abuse at the hands of your own mother –  
All: we acknowledge your experience 
L: To those who lived through driving tests, medical tests, and the overall testing of motherhood –  
All: we are better for having you in our midst 
L: To those who are single and long to be married and mothering your own children,--  
All: we mourn that life has not turned out the way you longed for it to be 
L: To those who step-parent,--  
All: we walk with you on these complex paths 
L: To those who envisioned lavishing love on grandchildren, yet that dream is not to be,-- 
All: we grieve with you 
L: To those who will have emptier nests in the upcoming year –  
All: we grieve and rejoice with you 
L: And to those who are pregnant with new life, both expected and surprising – 
All: we anticipate with you  
 
L: This Mother’s Day, we walk with you. Mothering is not for the faint of heart and we have real 
warriors in our midst.  
All: We remember you.  Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn:   “In Christ There Is No East or West” 
1. In Christ there is no East or West, in Him no South or North,  
but one community of love throughout the whole wide earth. 
 
2. In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; his service is the golden cord 
close-binding human kind. 
 
3. Join hands, disciples of the faith, what-e’er your race may be; 
all children of the living God are surely kin to me. 
 
4. In Christ now meet both East and West in Him meet South and North; all loving hearts are one in 
Him throughout the whole wide earth. 
 

Benediction 
"Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is 
good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; 
honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit." 
 
And may the blessing of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit remain with you forever.  
Amen. 



Watch Facebook and YouTube for special devotionals and offerings during the week. 
 
Check Facebook and watch your email for changes of services that may 
have changed from week to week, possibly even day to day.   
 
Please check our website periodically throughout the week for 
updates:  www.stpaulsuccsomerset.org 
 

 
 
 

     Today’s flowers are given in loving memory of   
                  Jeff Sechler by Wynne Sechler  
 

 

 

Please note, we continue to accept offering during our in-person 
services, USPS mailed in offerings and online with Tithe.ly.  If you have 
any questions, please call the church at 445-4534.  

 

May’s Mission Giving is St. Paul’s Homes 
St. Paul’s is a nonprofit, faith-based continuing care community. More than 500 residents call St. 
Paul’s home with an additional 200 seniors served through home and community-based services.  

 

 
 
Located in Greenville, Pa., St. Paul’s is an hour drive 
from Pittsburgh. 

Service 
St. Paul’s is a fee-for-service organization, which means each individual level of care has assigned 
fees. So, residents only have to pay for what they truly need. The greater the independence of the 
resident, the less required amount of care and less required fees. 

 

http://www.stpaulsuccsomerset.org/


Save the date for “Discovery On Adventure Island: 
The Quest for God’s Great Light!”   

Community Vacation Bible School! 
 
This year’s Community VBS will be July 12-16.  The 
theme is “Discovery On Adventure Island.”  Come and 
experience the thrill of discovering God’s love and light as 
we escape to Adventure Island!  Children from 3 years old 
to 6th grade are invited to attend.  This year’s Bible school 
will be a cooperative effort between 3 partner churches.  
As is the case every year, we need adult and teen helpers 
to make our VBS a success.   
 

Please talk to Pastor Matt or Jenn Boland 
if you are interested in helping! 

 

Each year, during the last week of May, St. Paul's provides 
desserts for Meals on Wheels.   
This is a valuable mission that helps many in our community.  Our week for 2021 is May 24th through 
May 28th.  Desserts need to be dropped off at Calvary United Methodist Church at 235 W. Church St. 
between 6:30 and 8:30 a.m.  Please use the rear. basement entrance. 
 
     The following desserts are needed: 
 
Monday, May 24             9X13 cakes  NO NUTS, CHOCOLATE, ICING     
Tuesday, May 25            cookies  NO NUTS, CHOCOLATE, ICING 
Wednesday, May 26       quick breads  NO NUTS, CHOCOLATE, ICING 
Thursday, May 27           angel food cake 
Friday, May 28                muffins or cupcakes NO NUTS, CHOCOLATE, ICING 
 
     There will be a sign-up sheet in church on Sunday.  If you cannot be in church and wish to 
contribute, please call, text, or email me.  
Thank you, 
Pam Webreck 814-442-6646            pwebreck@gmail.com 
*Please Note – If you can’t bake, but would still like to help, you can give a monetary 
donation to help purchase the needed baked items.  Please give to Pam Webreck or 
put in an marked “for Meals on Wheels Desserts from St. Paul’s”  Thanks to all 
who help!!!   

mailto:pwebreck@gmail.com
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