
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ                      Somerset, PA                              Friday, April 2, 2021 

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here! 
 

Dear St. Paul’s Friends & Family, 
 
Mahatma Gandhi was the pioneer of non-violent civil disobedience.  His 
work helped to bring about a bloodless revolution for Indian 
independence.  Gandhi, was a Hindu, but he also took time to study other 
world religions.  He was especially moved by Jesus Christ.  Speaking of 
Jesus, Gandhi once said, “A man who was completely innocent, offered 
himself as a sacrifice for the good of others, including his enemies, and 
became the ransom of the world. It was a perfect act.”  
 
The horrible events of Good Friday bring into sharp focus Jesus’ great 
sacrifice.  There have been many books written, movies produced, and 
dramas preformed that have focused on the suffering of Christ.  Like 
many of you, I’ve found Jesus’ suffering to be moving and faith-forming.  
However, as Easter people, the emphasis of our faith should not be on 
torture and death, but on the gift of life. 
 
Think of it this way:  Perhaps the suffering of Jesus is not best viewed 
through the lenses of Good Friday, but through Easter lenses.  A post-
resurrection view focuses on the great gift that God gives us on Good 
Friday, not on the gratuitous violence of Jesus’ last hours.  We should not 
be moved as much by Jesus’ torture as by God’s great gift of love and life.  
Through Jesus Christ, God chose a different kind of narrative by which 
the world will work.  No longer does might make right, or absolute power 
make a ruler, but that true strength is perfected in weakness and the seeds 
of life are deeply planted in the dark, cold soil of death.   
 

Any farmer, parent, or teacher can bear witness to the gentle power of persistent love.  Gentleness plants and 
cares for the seed that will bear a crop.  Love chooses the hushed tones of a mother’s voice consoling a cranky 
toddler over the angry, impatient pleas for silent obedience.  Love and gentleness co-mingle as a teacher 
patiently teaches any given child any new thing at any given point in time during the day. 
 
God chooses love and gentleness in-spite of humanity’s desire to do otherwise.  Jesus didn’t suffer and die 
because God chose for him to be tortured.  Humanity did that to Jesus.  God chooses life, and in the greatest act 
of loving gentleness, God shattered the power of sin and death by giving Jesus new life. 
 
The power of the resurrection is not just for Jesus.  Christ’s resurrection is for us.  The question that we must 
consider is not whether God will grant us new life--God already has, but if we will embrace the love and 
gentleness that can grant others everlasting life.  Can you extend love and grace so that another person may 
experience a restoration to abundant life?   
 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
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May God bless you as you live the new life that Christ has made possible for you.  May others feast on the new 
life that you share through Christ’s resurrection. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Matt 
 
 

 
Gathered Worship Update for Good Friday and Easter: 

We are looking with excitement and anticipation toward Easter!  As in other years we begin our 
resurrection celebration with the traditional Easter Sunrise Service at 6:30am.  We will gather at the 
bottom of the steps along W. Union St. and then process to the cemetery.  In the event of inclement 
weather, we will gather in the Sanctuary. 
 
We are preparing to offer two in-person services in the Sanctuary on Easter.  You can help with the 
planning of both of those services by letting us know which service you plan to attend.  On Easter we 
will have the regular worship service at 9:30 and 11:00am in the Sanctuary.  Please email or call the 
church to let us know which service you and your family are planning to attend 
(stpaulsuccoffice1@gmail.com or 814-445-4534).  Your help will ensure that we are able to practice 
the appropriate social distancing as we celebrate Christ’s life, death, and resurrection.   
 
Here’s the schedule for our upcoming services 
The toll-free conference call number is 1-844-855-4444.  The automated service 
will then ask for your access code or PIN.  Please enter: 512013#.  The audio 
service will begin at 8:00am. 
 
Good Friday:  7:00pm—Gathered worship in the Sanctuary and online worship on 
Facebook and YouTube. 
 
Easter Sunday:  6:30am—Sunrise Service, meet at the steps off of W. Union St. 
entrance; 8:00am—Telephone worship service; 9:30am— Gathered worship in the 
Sanctuary and online worship on Facebook and YouTube; 11:00am—Gathered 
worship in the Sanctuary.  Please contact the church to let us know which gathered 
worship service you plan to attend. 
 
In order to ensure a safe service for all participants, masks will be required while in the 
building, including during worship.  We will also be practicing social distancing, so please 
find a row with a bow.   I look forward to celebrating Christ’s resurrection with you on-
line and in-person.  In the spirit of Christ, let us work together by sharing the responsibility 
of stopping the spread of COVID-19.  By showing up for in-person worship you are 
covenanting with your fellow worshippers to mask and social distance while we are 
gathered together. 
 
 

mailto:stpaulsuccoffice1@gmail.co


Worship Resources for this Week 
 

Good Friday, April 2, 2021 
The Call to Worship 
Leader: In the shadow of our suffering 
All: is the suffering of Jesus. 
L: In the shadow of our weakness 
All: is the vulnerability of the Christ. 
L: In the shadow of our pain 
All: is the God who cried out. 
L: We are never rejected, 
All: we are never left alone. 
 
Opening hymn: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” Chalice Hymnal #195 
 
The Greeting 
The Collect 
 
Lighting the Candles 
 
The Call to Confession   United Church of Christ Book of Worship 
L:  Brothers and sisters, we are called to be children of the day and not children of the night.   
All:  Let us approach the throne of grace that we may receive mercy.  
L:  Let us pray.  
 
The Prayer of Confession     Rev. J. Matt Deal 
All: Holy God, our affliction is great, and our sins many.  You offer us light, yet we dwell in 
darkness.  You shower us with love, yet we prefer hate.  We choose judgement over grace and 
death over life.  We admit to you that we have failed to love as Christ loved.  We have chosen to 
view our neighbor with contempt and have exploited their weaknesses for gain.  We prefer life 
and liberty for ourselves but will not grant the same opportunities for your children who yearn 
for the same security that we enjoy.  We have failed to be good stewards of the world that you’ve 
entrusted to us, wasting resources, and squandering that which you called good.   
 
L: We have forgotten Christ’s words, “Just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members 
of my family, you did it to me.”  Forgive us for allowing our pride and fear stand in the way of love and 
compassion.   
 
All: May your wounds bind us together as one human family, your body, embracing moments 
of renewed wholeness and resurrection.  We pray this in the name of the one who was slain on 
our behalf, Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.     
    

 (Silent Confession) 
 

Kyrie  
 
Assurance of Pardon (adapted from Hebrews 10:16-18) 
L:  Thus says the Lord, I will make with you, my people, this covenant:  I will put my laws in your heart 
and I will write them on your mind.  I will remember your sins and lawless deeds no more.   
All:  Thanks be to God!  Let us walk in the light of this new covenant!   



    
Tenebrae Readings 1-8 

 
“O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”  Chalice Hymnal #202 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
A Reading: “In the Beginning” from, the Gospel of John chapter 1 
 
Song:  “Were You There?” (African American Spiritual) 
 
~Depart In Silence~ 
 
 
 
 
 
Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021 
 
Traditional Easter Proclamation 
Leader:  Alleluia!  Christ is risen!   
All:  Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
Opening Hymn: “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” 
   
Call to Confession   Adapted from portions of Psalm 118  Rev. J.M. Deal 
O give thanks to the Lord, for God is good! 
 God’s steadfast love endures forever! 
We shall not die, because God’s hand saves!   
 Let us make our confession to God. 
 
Prayer of Confession   Rev. Richard H. Shellenberger 
Most Gracious God, who is rich in mercy toward persons seeking spiritual renewal, we acknowledge 
our halting progress, our half-hearted loyalties, our reluctance to obey your voice.  Too often our eyes 
are blinded by the sights that dazzle while we miss what you want us to see.  Our fingers become so 
busy with the trifles they can’t take hold of eternal things; our minds readily fill with little ideas and fail 
to think your thoughts after you.  The agony of Jesus upon the cross has caught our attention.  Grant 
that his words of forgiveness may extend benefits to us.  Lead us into greater devotion.  Involve us in 
more vigorous participation.  Make us eager to press on toward your upward call in Christ Jesus; we 
pray in his name, amen. 

A time for personal reflection and confession. 
 



Words of Assurance   Adapted from Isaiah 25:6-9  Rev. J.M. Deal 
On this holy mountain the Lord of hosts will make a great feast for all people.   
 And God will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the  
 sheet that is spread over all nations; the Lord will swallow up death forever.   
The Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of all people will be taken 
away from the earth.   
 On this day, it will be said, ‘Lo, this is our God, he has saved us!”  Let us rejoice that our  
 salvation is from God and we are forgiven! 
 
Passing the Peace 
The Gospel Reading 

John 20:1-18 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the 
other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we do not know where they have laid him." Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went 
toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 
tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then 
Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and 
the cloth that had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 
Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they 
did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their 
homes. But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and 
she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the 
feet. They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken away my Lord, and I do 
not know where they have laid him." When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but 
she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?" 
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid 
him, and I will take him away." Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" (which 
means Teacher). Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to 
my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'" Mary 
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she told them that he had said these 
things to her.  

Sermon: “I Have Seen the Lord” 
 
Pastoral Prayer   
 
The Offering 
 
The Prayer of Dedication  Rev. J. M. Deal  
May our humble gifts given during this Easter Season be a taste of resurrection to those in need.  
May our lives be points of Christ’s light to those who are living in darkness.  And may our very 
existence be dedicated to you, O God, our Strength and our Redeemer.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Liturgy of Holy Communion  
 
The Invitation  
Pastor: Beloved in Christ, the Gospel tells us that on the first day of the week, Jesus Christ was 
raised from death, appeared to Mary Magdalene, on that same day, sat at the  table with two 
disciples, and was made known to them in the breaking of the bread.   
All: This is the joyful feast of the people of God. Men and women, youth and children, come 
from the East, West, from North to South and gather at Christ’s table.   
P: This table is for all who wish to know the presence of Christ and to share in the community of 
God’s people.  
 
The Communion Prayer  
We give thanks, God of majesty and mercy, for calling forth the creation and raising us from dust by 
the breath of your being.  We bless you for the beauty and bounty of the earth and for the vision of 
the day when sharing by all will mean scarcity for none.  We remember the covenant you made with 
your people Israel, and we give you thanks for all our ancestors in faith. We rejoice that you call us to 
reconciliation with you and all people everywhere and that you remain faithful to your covenant, even 
when we are faithless.  
 
We rejoice that you call the entire human family to this table of sacrifice and victory. We come in 
remembrance and celebration of the gift of Jesus Christ, whom you sent, in the fullness of time, to be 
the good news. Born of Mary, our sister in faith, Christ lived among us to reveal the mystery of your 
Word, to suffer and die on the cross for us, to be raised from death on the third day, and then to live 
in Glory!  We bless you, gracious God, for the presence of the Holy Spirit in the church you have 
gathered.  With your sons and daughters of faith in all places and times, we praise you with joy.    
  
Sanctus  (Call and Response)  
 
We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, and on the eve of death, Jesus gathered 
the disciples for the feast of the Passover.  
 
Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to the disciples, saying: “This is 
my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  
 
In the same way also the cup, after supper saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do 
this in remembrance of me.”  
 
Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of our faith.   
Christ has died, Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
  
Eternal God, we unite in this covenant of faith, recalling Christ’s suffering and death, rejoicing in 
Christ’s resurrection, and awaiting Christ’s return in victory.  
 
We spread your table with these gifts of the earth of our labor. We present to you our very lives, 
committed to your service on behalf of all people. We ask you to send your Holy Spirit on this bread 
and wine, on our gifts, and on us. Strengthen our universal church that it may be the champion of 
peace and justice in all the world. Restore the earth with your grace that is able to make all things 
new.  
Be present with us as we share this meal, and throughout our lives, that we may know you as the 
Holy One, who with Christ and the Holy Spirit, lives forever.  Amen.  
 
 



The Prayer of Our Savior(unison):  
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  
 
The Breaking of Bread and Pouring Wine  
The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ.  The cup of blessing which we 
bless is the communion of the blood of Christ.  
 
The Call to Supper  
The gifts of God for the people of God.  Come, for all things are ready.  
 
The Sharing of the Elements  
P: Take and eat, this is the body of Christ, broken for you.  
All: Amen!  
P: Take and drink, this is the cup of the new covenant, poured out for you.  
All: Amen!  
 
*The Prayer of Thanksgiving    
Almighty God, we give you thanks for the gift of our Savior’s presence in the simplicity and splendor 
of this holy meal.  Unite us with all who are fed by Christ’s body and blood that we may faithfully 
proclaim the good news of your love that your universal church may be a rainbow of hope in an 
uncertain world; through Jesus Christ our Redeemer.  Amen  
 
Closing Hymn:  “Christ Is Alive”  Sheet Music Resource 
 
Benediction 
"Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is 
good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; 
honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit." 
 
And may the blessing of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit remain with you forever.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
Watch Facebook and YouTube for special devotionals and offerings during the week. 
 
Check Facebook and watch your email for changes of services that may 
have changed from week to week, possibly even day to day.   
 
Please check our website periodically throughout the week for 
updates:  www.stpaulsuccsomerset.org 
 

http://www.stpaulsuccsomerset.org/


 
 

   The Altar Flowers this week are given in loving memory    
   of MR. & Mrs, William Roy and Mr. & Mrs. Charles Roy   
   by Peggy Roy.   

   
 
The Book of Remembrance Giving List is in the Narthex. If you have any 
questions, please call Cindy at 445-4534 or 233-0419.   
 
 
The Church Office hours for the weekdays of April 6th–April 14th will be 9-12.   
   

 
Weekly at Home Prayer Vigil:  Materials will be posted on the 
church website and sent out via email and in your weekly USPS mailing 
guiding you through a prayer vigil following the 23rd Psalm.  Please stay 
tuned for more to come! 

 

The April/May/June These Days are at both 
Sanctuary entrances, ready for pick-up.   

 

The Contribution Envelope Boxes are in the Narthex for pick-up this 
Sunday before or after the service.   
 
A Special Card Shower:   
 

Melissa Shafer is currently in Boston for Chemotherapy 
followed by Immune Cell Therapy for her lymphoma..  
We would like to ask for your help in showering her 
with cards (and many prayers!) to help brighten her 

days during recovery.  She will be in Boston while recuperating and 
then she will return to Somerset sometime in May. 

Please send cards to:   Melissa Shaffer 
         C/O Karen Ingwersen 
         38 Myrtle ST 
         Belmont, MA 02478 



April Mission giving is for the Meals on Wheels 
T h e  m i s s i o n  o f  M e a l s  o n  W h e e l s  i s  t o  
p r e p a r e  a n d  d e l i v e r  h o t  n u t r i t i o u s  
m e a l s  t o  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  
p r e p a r e  m e a l s  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s .    

M e a l s  o n  W h e e l s  serves up to 200 client 
meals per day of which it takes many volunteers 
to prepare, serve, package, and deliver these 
meals. Our numerous volunteers have testified 
that they thoroughly enjoy their volunteer hours 
and find it fulfilling to know they are helping 

provide a low cost, hot nutritious meal to those in need. 

 Despite the COVID-19 Pandemic, Meals on Wheels has remained 
open and has not missed serving meals to the sick, disabled and 
elderly in Somerset County.   

 Due to the generosity of our community, Meals on Wheels has 
been able to charge only $2.00 for a hot meal.  Special provisions 
are made who are without resources to pay.  Expenses continue to 
rise and the difference between the cost of preparing the meal and 
the amount charged can only be made up by contributions. Therefore 
we ask that you consider giving generously to help underwrite this 
most vital service to our community.  All contributions are greatly 
appreciated.   

 

 
 

Please note, we continue to accept offering during our in-person 
services and USPS mailed in offerings.  If you have any questions, 
please call the church at 445-4534.  

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Kid Connection –  

• With an adult, say the Lord’s 
Prayer together.  
 

• Discuss how the Lord’s Prayer 
and 23rd Psalm are alike.   

 
• Sing along one last time!  Have 

you learned the 23rd Psalm by 
heart? 
 

      Click to Listen to 23rd Psalm Song  

 

 

 

Week #6  

Scripture Focus – Surely your goodness and unfailing love 
will pursue me all the days of my life, and I will live in the 
house of the Lord forever. 

 

Meditation –  

Take a moment and accept the truth that God’s goodness 
and mercy are with you. They are following you in the 
present moment. Meditate on the truth that there is a place 
for you in the God’s house. There is room for you. Picture 
your place in His house, in your own imagination  (Source: 
justdisciple.com)  

 

Questions to Ponder –  

Do you feel as though goodness & 
love are following you, or do you feel 
as though you are running from evil 
and loneliness?    

How often do you think of “forever”?  

 

How do you picture it? 

 
Song – 

Goodness, Love, and Mercy by 
Chris Tomlin 

 

Prayer –  

Eternally Faithful Father, my cup overflows with your 
love and blessings. Continue to help me to walk in 
your ways for the rest of my days in this world, until 
that first glorious morning when I will awaken in your 
house. Thank you for your unfathomable grace, 
boundless mercy, and overwhelming love that has 
given me a path to eternal life with you. Help me to 
praise your name with every breath I take, now and 
forever more. Amen 

 
 

 

 

Each One, Reach One 

Take a photograph that symbolizes this week’s focus that you find in your everyday surroundings.  

Send the photo to St. Paul’s to be used in a future church service. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AOU6JK3yBMY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kg7K0-Cd4i8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kg7K0-Cd4i8


         2021 EASTER LILY LIST 
 
 
 

In Memory of Thomas and Eleanor Adams 
by Sienna Ash 

 
In Memory of August & Joy Caldaroni 

by Cindy Baer 
 

In Honor of Vernon’s 96th Birthday  
by Nancy Berkey 

 
In Memory of Chip & Warren L Kister Sr. and Oran Kister 

by Candy Christner 
 

In Memory of Janet & Warren Kister (Oma & Opa) 
by Rev. Westley Conn 

 
In Honor of Sunday School Teachers 

by Rev. Westley Conn 
 

In Memory of Douglas Kline 
by Diane Kline 

 
In Memory of Jessie Kline 

by Diane Kline 
 

In Memory of My Parents, Clyde & Pauline Weaver 
by Marilyn Duplinsky & Family 

 
In Memory of Barb & Bob Flick 

by Catherine Flick 
 

In Memory of All Departed Loved Ones 
by Carl & Linda Mostoller 

 
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. William Roy and Chuck Roy 

by Peg Roy 
 
 



In Memory of Jeff Sechler 
by Wynne Sechler 

 
In Memory of Hazel & Ed Sechler 

by Wynne Sechler 
 

In Memory of our Parents, the Rev. Richard & Carolyn Shellenberger 
by The Shellenberger Family 

 
In Memory of Ward E. Shumaker 

by Isabel Shumaker 
 

In Memory of Our Parents 
by Dale & Andra Snyder 

 
In Memory of James Walker 

by Martha Walker 
 

In Memory of Eleanor Schrock 
by Lisa Yeckley 

 
In Memory of Neva & Roy Benson 

by Lori, Dennis & Derek Zolla, Sheena, Ian & Reagan Mandichak 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The lily has long been a symbol of Easter and immortality. The lily 
bulb decays in the ground, yet from it new life is released. 
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