
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ                    Somerset, PA                    Friday, February 26, 2021 

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here! 
 

Dear St. Paul’s Friends & Family, 
 

"If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take 
up their cross and follow me.” (Mark 8:34b) 

 
I can’t help but wonder how these words from Jesus were received by 
those who first heard them.  The cross was the choice instrument of 
capital punishment in the Roman empire in Jesus’ day.  It’s curious that 
Jesus uses it as a symbol for discipleship, especially in the days before his 
death and resurrection.  The cross has become a central symbol of our 
faith.  Crosses of all shapes, sizes, and materials adorn altars around the 
globe, hang from necklines and earlobes, and become tattooed art work on 
many a limb or torso.   
 
Underneath the beauty of the cross is also its historic scandal:  that the 
Son of Man would be wrongly accused of treason and sentenced to an 
unjust and brutal death.  Within and around the beauty and scandal of the 
cross is deep spiritual meaning that has challenged and inspired disciples 
for generations.   
 
One of the greatest teachings of the cross for disciples is that it’s not just 
an instrument of suffering and death, but a real means to life.  Jesus’ 
sacrificial death on the cross challenges us as followers to make sacrifices 
so that others may have wholeness and life.  The cross we are invited to 
take up are sacrifices great and small and they take on many forms:  
money shared to house the homeless, food donated to feed the hungry, 
time given to care for the physical and spiritual church.  Bearing together 
little crosses have been especially life-giving during the pandemic.  Even 
sacrificing personal desires and comforts like hanging out with friends or 

wearing an uncomfortable mask become Christ-like acts of care as we bear the cross of the pandemic together.  
In doing so, we are literally preserving life and also helping our community keep businesses and schools open.  
Over the grand course of history the lives we help and even save make our sacrificial crosses beautiful. 
 
The cross remains a timeless symbol of sacrifice and victory, of scandal and beauty.  As disciples of the original 
Cross-bearer, let us commit to bear up the crosses in our lives with courage and grace.  And in doing so, may 
the Holy Spirit grant us healing and strength for our journey of life.  Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me if I 
can be of help to you as we bear our crosses together.  My cell number is: 814-279-5504. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Matt 
 
 

THIS WEEK’S NEWS 

Our Ministry Team 
…………………………………………… 
 

Rev. J. Matthew Deal: Pastor 
Mrs. Jenn Boland: Director of 
Programming for Children, 
Youth, & Families 
Mr. Dave Neimiller: Organist & 
Director of Music 
Mrs. Cindy Lambert: 
Administrative and Financial 
Secretary 
Ms. Marcy Shellenberger: 
Children’s and Youth Choir 
Director 
Mark and Amy Marteeny:    
Church Sextons 
 
Church Council Officers:                            
President –  Pam Webreck       
Vice President – Mike Boyer 
Secretary – Angie Brumbaugh        
Treasurer – Henry Cook   
    
Church Office: 814-445-4534 

 
 



In-person Worship Update: 
In-person worship continues this week!  Over the last month the COVID-19 infection rate and new 
numbers of infections in Somerset County have been on a steady decline.  In order to keep up this 
positive momentum, masks will be required while in the building, including during worship.  We will 
also be practicing social distancing, so please find a row with a bow.   I look forward to continuing our 
Lenten journey together on-line and in-person.  In the spirit of Lent, let us work together by sharing 
the responsibility of stopping the spread of COVID-19.  By showing up for in-person worship you are 
covenanting with the your fellow worshippers to mask and social distance while we are gathered 
together.  The in-person service will begin at 9:30am along with the online worship options on 
Facebook and YouTube.  Telephone worship continues to be offered at 11am. 
  

Blessings, 
Pastor Matt 
 
Here are our worship opportunities for the week ahead: 
 

Gathered Worship (in-person).  Sunday morning at 9:30am.  Masks covering the mouth and nose  
are required.  We will be practicing social distancing, so please sit in a row with a bow.   
 

Worship by Telephone.  We are very pleased to announce a toll-free worship option.  The toll-
free conference call number is 1-844-855-4444.  The automated service will then ask for your 
access code or PIN.  Please enter: 512013#.  The audio service will begin at 11:00am.  
 

Online.  This Sunday’s Service streaming live on the church’s Facebook page and YouTube at  
9:30am.  You can find the church’s YouTube channel by searching for St. Paul’s UCC Somerset  
in the YouTube search bar.  The streamed service will be available on demand on both digital  
platforms following its streaming at 9:30am.  (This service is pre-recorded but is streamed as  
live for the online community.) 
 
Worship Resources for this Week 
 

Sunday, February 28 
Second Sunday in Lent 
 
The Call to Worship:    Rev. Thom Shuman 
Lent calls us to journey, this and every day, following Jesus wherever he leads us. 
 Lent calls us to journey:  to the place where God covenants with us, to receive the new  
 names we are given. 
Lent calls us to worship together, to tell future generations the good news. 
 Lent calls us to practice justice, to bring God's hope to all people. 
Lent calls us to faithful living, to trust the One who gives us life. 
 Lent calls each of us to take up our cross, to trust the One who bears it with us. 
Lent calls us to journey with God. 
 Let us worship God, who walks with us, this and every day.  
 
Opening Hymn:  “The Glory of These Forty Days”   Sheet music resource 
   
Unified Invitation to Confession and Prayer of Confession Rev. J. M. Deal 



God of the cross.  God who bears the unbearable.  Come to us in our darkest hour, when the light of 
day seems far away and hope a dismal aspiration.   
 Be with us in the darkness of life’s cruel ironies:  
When life-giving religion turns from love to cruel judgement and division.   
 God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
When our leaders care more about their wealth than the welfare of those they are charged with leading. 
 God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
When we choose cynicism and uncaring words over Christ’s life-restoring grace and love. 
 Save us, O God. 
 
Forgive us, O God, who bears all.  Help us to lay down our own lives, opening ourselves up to others’ 
experience and stories.  Give us courage to bear the crosses that minimize the lives of all your children.   
In our bearing, our laying down, may we experience Christ’s resurrection.  In Jesus’ name we pray.   
Amen.  

 
A time for personal reflection and confession. 

 
Words of Assurance   Rev. Thom Shuman 
This is the good news:  God does not go back on the promises made so long ago.  God does not 
reject us, God redeems us.  God does not withhold love, God pours it into our barren lives. 
 Forgiven of our sins, filled with hope, living in relationship with God and one another -  
 we are a new people.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 
Passing the Peace 
 
Mark 8:31-38 
8:31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected 
by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 
 
8:32 He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 
 
8:33 But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind me, Satan! For 
you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things." 
 
8:34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, "If any want to become my followers, let 
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 
 
8:35 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for 
the sake of the gospel, will save it. 
 
8:36 For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 
 
8:37 Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 
 
8:38 Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them 
the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels." 
 
Sermon:     “Taking Up the Cross” 
 
Pastoral Prayer   
 
The Offering 



 
The Prayer of Dedication  Rev. J. M. Deal  
Thank you God for the many blessings you’ve given us.  During this holy Season of Lent, accept our 
lives as an offering.  Guide us, inspire us, and use us so that the whole world may experience the 
blessings of your love and grace.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
The Prayer of Our Savior 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  
 
Closing Hymn:        “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy"               Chalice Hymnal #73 
 
Benediction 
"Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is 
good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; 
honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit." 
 
And may the blessing of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit remain with you forever.  
Amen. 

 
Watch Facebook and YouTube for special devotionals and offerings during the week. 
 
Check Facebook and watch your email for changes of services that may 
have changes from week to week, possibly even day to day.   
 
Please check our website periodically throughout the week for 
updates:  www.stpaulsuccsomerset.org 
 

We are grateful for your continued support of St. Paul’s ministry! 
 

  

  

   The Altar Flowers this week are given in loving memory of  
of husband, Gorden Milhalik & Parents Ted and Floy McClintock    

by Amy Milhalik 
 

 

There are 5 open dates in 2021 to place flower arrangements on the altar.   



If you are interested in contributing to our Sunday morning service by placing flowers 
on the altar to honor someone or in remembrance of a loved one, 
please contact Peg for further details:  
 

Peg Roy 
gepyor@verizon.net 
or call  (814) 445-7220 

 
Weekly at Home Prayer Vigil:  Materials will be posted 
on the church website and sent out via email and in your 
weekly USPS mailing guiding you through a prayer vigil 
following the 23rd Psalm.  Please stay tuned for more to 
come! 

 
New Member Group is Forming 
We currently forming a new member group for 
individuals who are interested in joining St. Paul’s. 
Please contact Pastor Matt if you’d like to join our 
church family.   
 
 
 

2021 Easter Lilies: Attached is the order form for Lilies.   
Please see the order for more details.  If you have 
any questions, please call the church.  445-4534   
 

  



Lenten Prayer Vigil:  Praying the 23rd Psalm 
 

Week #1 February 25, 2021 

Scripture Focus - The Lord is my shepherd 

Meditation - 
During this part of the meditation, take a deep breath and dwell on God. God is your shepherd and your provider. Take 
ease in the knowledge that you do not need anything, but that God has it all for you. Any desires to look elsewhere, 
other than God, lay aside for the time being. Just be with Him. 
 

The LORD is our shepherd. A shepherd in Biblical times would lay down his life for his sheep, protecting them from 
danger and death. The shepherd would make sure that the sheep were well taken care of and that they would not 
wander astray. David, the Psalmist, knew this very well because he was a former shepherd. He would protect his sheep 
unto death. How much more will an eternal, all-powerful God protect you?  (Source: justdisciple.com) 

Questions to Ponder - Spend time on the word Lord. What does that mean to you? 

What does it mean to be a shepherd?  A sheep? 
 
Song - Shepherd by Amanda Cook 
 

Kid Connection - 
• The Bible is full of metaphors -- a type of figurative language that compares two objects. What 

animal do you think you are most like?  Why? Draw a picture and share why you chose that 
animal.  
 

• Listen to this song often to help you learn the 23rd Psalm!  Create your own motions to help you 
remember God’s promises.   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AOU6JK3yBMY 

Prayer - 
The Lord is my shepherd; 
Holy One, thank you for shepherding my life and guiding me back to your path when I stray.  Help me to listen for your 
guiding call in my life.  Lord, unite St. Paul’s flock and keep us in your protective care.  We pray especially for the 
shepherds you have given our church: Pastor Matt and Amanda, Church Council and Ministry Teams, Trustees, Youth 
Ministry, Christian Education, Mission Ministries, and all who serve you.  Help that we may all look to you, Lord, for your 
good gifts and your guiding hand.  Amen. 

 
 
Take a photograph that symbolizes this week’s meditation lesson.  Send the photo to St. Paul’s to be 
used in a future church service. 



 

 

TODAY IS THE 
LAST DAY TO 
PLACE YOUR 
ORDER FOR 
DAFFODILS! 



 
https://www.facebook.com/onegreathourofsharingucc/ 

One Great Hour of Sharing began in 1949 to help people to rebuild after World War II.   

 Since that time they have continued to address the needs of 
people who suffer the effects of conflict, disaster, and severe 
economic hardship in more than 100 countries including the US 
and Canada.  Eight Christian denominations participate in this 
effort to provide funds that are administered by Church World 
Service to spread Christ's love throughout the world. 
 Although their projects have varied in the past 70 years, OGHS 

is currently working in three major areas.  They are helping communities to combat 
disease by education, helping them develop clean water sources and adequate 
sanitation facilities.  They are combating hunger that is caused by natural disaster, 
displacement, and drought by supplying food in the short term as well as providing 
seeds and instruction to help people grow their own crops. OGHS is helping to provide 
funds to empower and educate people in areas that range from providing 'clean up' 
buckets to hurricane survivors in Houston to teaching 
Cambodians how to raise chickens and establish a community 
rice bank. 
  

One  Great Hour of Sharing is St. Paul's Stewardship partner for 
March.  Please be part of the solution and give what you can.    

 

 


