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SAINT PAUL’S                 
         United Church of Christ 
                      “To believe is to care, to care is to do.” 

          202 West Union Street, Somerset, PA 15501 
                Rev. J. Matthew Deal              814-445-4534 
 
 
Dear Beloved in Christ, 
 
“Be not afraid” is one of the most often quoted bits of advice in holy scripture.  Perhaps it’s 
because God knows us so well.  We humans have many reasons to be afraid, luckily our Savior 
is not intimidated by our fear nor does God shy away from us when we become afraid.  The 
spread of COVID-19 (also known generally as the Coronavirus) has caused much concern for 
people across the globe, including for some of you in our church family.  It’s natural to worry 
and even be afraid when you encounter something that may harm your health or the health of 
others.  However, fear can only do so much.  Let us use our energy not in being afraid, but in 
being proactive in how we will live and worship together during this challenging time. 
 
The exercise of personal liberty within the bounds of a wider community is a hallmark of the 
Christian faith experience.  Just as we have the liberty to decide how best we are called to 
follow Jesus in acts of devotion and charity, we are also called by God to consider how our 
actions affect our neighbor (the wider community).  In this spirit, please consider the following 
advice and guidelines: 
 
Taking Personal Responsibility 
1. As per the Center for Disease control guidelines, please practice social distancing: staying 

at home and away from gatherings of people when possible.  Even if you are able to 
weather whatever is ailing you, that doesn’t mean you won’t pass it on to someone else 
who is not as robust.  Think of your neighbor. 

2. Please sneeze into the crook of your arm or into a tissue or handkerchief.  Do not use your 
bare hand and refrain for physical contact when possible. 

3. Wash your hands for at least 20 seconds with warm water and soap following using the 
bathroom, sneezing, blowing your nose, or physical contact with others.  Singing the 
Doxology while washing your hands is a great act of devotion that will ensure that you are 
spiritually lifted up and physically clean. 

4. Remember in your thoughts and prayers the first responders, medical personnel, and all 
who are essential workers during this crisis.   

 
Community Worship & Congregational Life Guidelines 
1. Until this current outbreak passes Church Council voted at their March 17, 2020 regular 

meeting to pause all public gatherings at the church.  This includes ministry team meetings, 
fellowship groups, choir practices, outside user groups (with the exception of Alcoholics 
Anonymous, at the present time) and also includes ceasing for the foreseeable future 
Sunday morning gatherings for worship, Children’s Church and Faith Formation Classes.  
These steps were not taken lightly, but only after careful consideration of the guidelines 
provided by the Centers for Disease Control, the White House, the Pennsylvania 
Department of Health and the Governor’s office. 
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2. Worship Services will continue by using a combination of on-line platforms.  We plan on 
live streaming services from the church for as long as we can on Facebook live and on 
YouTube.  You can access the Facebook live stream by following the church’s Facebook 
page.  You will need to have a Facebook account to do that.  For those without a Facebook 
account, please subscribe to the church’s YouTube channel.  Links to both of these 
resources can be found on the church’s website: www.stpaulsuccsomerset.org.  Sunday 
morning worship will begin livestreaming at 9:30am, however, the service will be archived 
on Facebook and YouTube for viewing at a later time. 
 
We will also be making worship audio available, via conference call, for our non-online 
church family.  The conference call number is 1-301-715-8592.  The automated service will 
then ask for your meeting ID.  Please enter 510 609 750.  Please be aware that they may 
ask you to follow the ID with the # sign, also, please be aware that unfortunately, this is not 
a toll-free number.  The audio service will begin at 11:00am.   
 

3. This Sunday, March 22nd is Hope Sunday.  We will be commemorating this during our on-
line worship.  Those who purchased daffodils can pick up their flowers on Sunday 
afternoon from 1-3pm in the Edgewood Avenue Narthex.  Please contact Marcy 
Shellenberger at 814-442-1610 if you cannot pick up your flowers on Sunday.   
 

4. Church staff is in the process of putting in place digital infrastructures that will allow 
ministry teams and fellowship groups to meet via Zoom meetings (both video and phone 
conferencing). Invitations to those events will be circulated via email, USPS, and by phone, 
when appropriate.   
 

5. It is vital that we stay connected as best as we can during this time of social distancing.  
Church leadership will endeavor to do this by: issuing weekly updates via email, phone 
chains, the church website, Facebook and YouTube, and by telephone, as necessary.  We 
also need your help to spread information.  So, please feel free to share emails, Facebook 
posts and videos.  Please don’t hesitate to contact the church office or Pastor Matt if you 
are unsure of our status.  Matt’s cell number is: 814-279-5504, email: jmdeal@gmail.com;  
and the office number is: 814-445-4534, email: stpaulsuccoffice1@gmail.com   
 

6. We need your help to gather the following information so we can best serve you:  A. Your 
email address.  B. Changes in telephone numbers.  C. Any special needs you may have 
regarding your spiritual, physical, or mental well-being, so that Pastor Matt can follow up 
with you.  Depending on the nature of your pastoral need, pastoral calls may be answered 
over the phone, or if appropriate, with an in-person visit.  Nursing homes are no longer 
allowing visitors and local hospitals are limiting visitors at this time.  Please be sure to call 
pastor Matt at 814-279-5504 if you are having a pastoral emergency.   
 

7. The Stewardship Team is in the process of making wellness calls to a number of our senior 
and more vulnerable members.  A Care Questionnaire will be conducted and team 
members will match up needs with individuals who are willing to help meet those needs.  
Examples are: check in calls via phone, running errands for groceries, and making available 
books, puzzles, and games from the church library. Please contact the church office if you 
are willing to offer your time to check on our elderly, homebound, and vulnerable 
community members.  These check-ins can be made by telephone.   
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8. Please contact the church office if you are willing to volunteer your time in assisting around 
the church or wider community as needed.  Such opportunities will help us move our 
ministry forward, but they will also limit your contact with others.   
 

9. There’s no tactful way to say this, but we will continue to need your gifts to keep the church 
operating.  Many of our expenses are fixed, so even though we may miss a few traditional 
worship gatherings, expenses will continue to accrue and we will still need your monetary 
gifts, as you are able to give.  We currently do not have an online platform through which to 
give, so please consider mailing in or dropping off your weekly contribution.  The church’s 
mailing address is:  202 W. Union St., Somerset, PA  15501.  We are working to launch an 
online giving option in the next few weeks and will communicate that once it’s available. 
 

10. Our ministry staff will do our best to keep you informed and to keep regular office hours.  In 
order to keep them and their families safe, public access to the church will be limited to the 
Edgewood Avenue entrance and all visitors will need to be buzzed into the church by using 
the video call bell that is beside the door.  We will do our best to keep regular office hours, 
however, you may want to call ahead before stopping by the church.  Please don’t hesitate 
to leave a message if your call isn’t answered.  We will try to answer your message in a 
timely manner. 

 
Our primary concern is the health and well-being of all our members, staff, and friends.  We do 
not take any of the above steps lightly.  The curtailing of public gatherings, like worship, does 
not mean that the work of Christ and the work of the church ceases.  We will endeavor to 
gather in spirit (and in the digital world) to meet, worship, and pray together.  So, please join 
us! 
 
We pray for God’s guidance in these times of uncertainty and challenge.  Although we may 
worry and be afraid, God’s saving and healing presence is at work in our midst.  May mutual 
love and faith be our guide as we move through each day aware of the challenges and 
opportunities that surround us to love God, neighbor, and self. 
 
Be Not Afraid! 
 
In Christ, 
 
Rev. J. Matt Deal, Pastor    Craig Weaver, Church Council President 
 
 

 
 


