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February ’s Mission Offering  

The Good Samaritan Fund   

 

Throughout the year our church serves 
the needs of the poor and transients in our 
community through providing temporary 
lodging, food, eviction prevention, emer-
gency funding for medical assistance, and 
heating assistance.  St. Paul’s Good Sa-
maritan Fund helps to make this im-
portant ministry possible.  Thanks to your 
generosity, we’ve been able to better live 
out Christ’s commandment to love God 
and neighbor.  We’ve been able to heal, 
shelter, feed, and give hope to countless 
neighbors.  

St. Paul’s Youth “Souper Bowl of Caring”   
 

On Sunday, February 2, 2020 St. Paul's Youth group 
will be collecting nonperishable food items to benefit 
the Somerset Food Pantry.  The food that we collect 
will be weighed and entered into the grand total for 
food collected at UCC churches around the country.  
United Church of Christ youth and congregations 
raised $250,000 and over 900 hours of donated time 
during the Souper Bowl of Caring Service Blitz.  
Bring your canned goods to worship and place them 
at the altar rail.  Together we can make Super Bowl 
Sunday truly "Souper!" 

Lent Is Just Around the Corner!   

Ash Wednesday is February 26th.   
 

This holy time reminds us of Christ’s loving 
acts that lead up to his suffering, death, and 
resurrection.  Over the next couple of 
months a number of events and devotionals 
will be offered to assist you during your 
Lenten faith journey.  The journey begins 
on Ash Wednesday, February 26th.  Wor-
ship will begin at 7:00pm and will include 
the imposition of ashes. 

“A smile is the light in your window 
that tells others that there is a caring, 

sharing person inside.” 
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Dear Church Family & Friends, 
 

You won’t want to miss worship on Sunday, Febru-
ary 23rd.  It’s Transfiguration Sunday and the final 
Sunday in the season of Epiphany.  It will also be 
Mardi Gras Sunday at St. Paul’s!  Christians through-
out the centuries have marked the end of the festive 
Epiphany Season with special observances and festi-
vals.  Throughout parts of Europe and South America 
the Festival of the Carnival is a weeks-long celebra-
tion of the Three Kings finding Jesus.  The Carnival 
concludes with the Mardi Gras celebration on Fat 
Tuesday.  Our own church tradition calls the final 
Tuesday before Ash Wednesday Shrove Tuesday.  In 
both cases, the festivities of that Tuesday are marked 
by merrymaking and consuming rich foods before the 
fasting and introspection of Lent begin the next day.   
 

We will be celebrating our own Mardi Gras with 
some special surprises during worship.  Johnstown 
Brass Works and NoteWorthy will be with us provid-
ing some Dixieland style music.  Our chancel choir is 
preparing a couple of selections that will get us in the 
right spirit.  We’ll follow worship with a special pot-
luck brunch in Fellowship Hall, complete with 
King’s Cake cupcakes!  You won’t want to miss 
those, so be sure to bring your favorite dish to share, 
a friend (if you’d like) and festive dress. 
 

Our Mardi Gras celebration is a great opportunity for 
us to praise God and give thanks for the many gifts 
that have been given to us.  Just as the Kings brought 
gifts to Jesus, we too have received gifts and given 
gifts to those around us.  We get to see Jesus in a new 
way as he is transfigured, perhaps we will also get to 
see ourselves as disciples in a new way as we cele-
brate our gifts and blessings. 
 

I hope that you will join us as we celebrate God’s 
gifts and love during our first ever Mardi Gras ser-
vice.  We will then gather three days later to begin 
our Lenten journey on Ash Wednesday.  Both obser-
vances remind us that God is with us throughout all 
our lives, whether we are celebrating or reflecting, 
God is with us and we are called to be with each oth-
er. 
 

May God richly bless your journey! 
 

-Pastor Matt 

 

Love for the World Presents:  

A Taste of the World 

Last August we held our first 
ever Love for the World event.  
Those members and friends 
who helped to plan the event 
wanted to offer an event to the 
community to celebrate our 
unity and help raise awareness of the needs of chil-
dren and families near and far.  We welcomed 
around 30 community partners to Shellenberger 
Park as they staffed informational tables profiling 
the work of their organizations.  Roughly 200 of 
our neighbors attended and over 40 of you helped 
to volunteer to make Love for the World a big suc-
cess. 
 

Love for the World has almost organically become 
a mission and outreach ministry of our church.  In 
other words, the Holy Spirit sure has been at work, 
even outpacing church staff and our committees!  
Just as God so loved the world that he sent Jesus 
into the world, we too are called to love the world.  
Over the upcoming year you will periodically be 
seeing “Love for the World” promoted in our 
church and community.  We are doing this because 
of the warm reception our church received in the 
community following the August event and be-
cause we feel that God is calling us to continue that 
kind of community building work.  As such, there 
will likely be follow up Love for the World events 
and mission opportunities that further bring togeth-
er our congregation and the community.   
 

Our next Love for the World event is an ethnic 
food festival called “A Taste of the World.”  We 
are planning to have 4 to 6 stations set up around 
Fellowship Hall where participants can partake of 
food from all around the globe.  All of the food will 
be prepared by community members who have 
roots in those locales.  Children’s activities will 
also be available in the Salem Chapel (story-time 
room) and the Youth Room (games and cultural 
activities from around the world).  Taste of the 
World will take place on Saturday, March 7th from 
4-7pm.   
 

Please don’t hesitate to talk to Jenn Boland or my-
self if you’d like to help with A Taste of the World. 
 

-Pastor Matt 
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“Then the glory of the LORD shall be re-

vealed, and all people shall see it together, 

for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”  

Isaiah 40:5 

 

The Lord, our God, speaks through our wor-
ship time together.  Join us in worship in 
this season of Epiphany as we celebrate 
Christ at work in our church and world.  
Come and listen to God’s word spoken 
through scripture, song, and word.      
 

I’ll see you in worship! 
Pastor Matt 

Worship begins at 9:30              
   Sunday school at 10:45 

February 2:  Theme for the week:  Restoring 
Beauty 
The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

 
Scripture readings for the week   
Old Testament:  Micah 6:1-8 

Psalter:  Psalm 15 

Gospel:  Matthew 5:1-12 

New Testament:  1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

 

February 9:  Theme for the week:  From the 

Heart 
The Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

 
Scripture readings for the week   
Old Testament:  Isaiah 58:1-9a 

Psalter:  Psalm 112:1-10 

Gospel:  Matthew 5:13-20 

New Testament:  1 Corinthians 2:1-16 

 

February 16:  Theme for the week:  Expanding 
Boundaries 
The Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 

 
Scripture readings for the week   
Old Testament:  Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

Psalter:  Psalm 119:1-8 

Gospel:  Matthew 5:21-37 

Epistle:  1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

 

February 23:  Theme for the week:  Dazzling 

Reign 
Transfiguration Sunday 

 
Scripture readings for the week   
Old Testament:  Exodus 24:12-18 

Psalter: Psalm 2 

Gospel:  Matthew 17:1-9 

Epistle:  2 Peter 1:16-21     

Valentine Making Party 

 

Plan to join the Women's Fellowship 

and children for the traditional 

"Valentines for Shut-ins" party.   
 

We will be gathering in the CE room on SATUR-
DAY,  February 1st from 10-11.  We will be help-
ing the children after they finish their choir practic-
es.  At 11:00 there will be a light lunch for every-
one!  Please plan to attend this fun event to provide 
an outreach to our shut-in friends and work with 

children.  Hope to see you there!    

February’s Greeters & Ushers 
February 2nd: Mike Stutzman-Chair & Elder, 
Barb Stutzman-Elder, Sue Willison, Gary Cameron 

February 9th: Peg Roy-Chair, Amy Marteeny, 
Craig Schenck, Patrick Ferko 

February 16th: Craig Weaver-Chair, Harold 
Weaver, Kim Keim, Ray Toy 

February 23rd: Barb Davies-Chair, Sienna Ash, 
Joan Martz, Lisa Yeckley 

Ash Wednesday, February 26th: Barb Roth-

Chair, Tim Witt, Deb Rose, Ella Witt 
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Emailing the church and Pastor 

Matt:  If you need to email the pastor or the church, 
please direct your email to jmdeal@gmail.com 

 

The church office email is 

 stpaulsuccoffice1@gmail.com 

 

Transportation Assistance:  If you, or 
someone you know, needs a ride to church or any 
church-related event, please contact the church 
office, 445-4534. 

Book of Remembrance forms are in 
the literature rack in the narthex.  If you wish to 
give a gift in memory of or in honor of a loved 
one, please use this form.  You can place it in 
your offering envelope along with your mone-
tary gift or you can bring it to the office.  We 
save these forms for documentation until the 
Book of Remembrance is published in the 
newsletter twice a year.   
 

Bible Study: Bible Studies following worship 
themes will be held on Tuesdays at 10:00am.  
 

 

Men’s Brotherhood will meet for their Sep-

tember meeting on Saturday, February 22 at 
8:00am at King’s Restaurant.  All men of the 
church are invited to attend! 

February’s Meetings at a Glance  

Thursday, February 6th:  Care Team, 1:00pm, CE 

Room 

Tuesday, February 18th:  Church Council, 7:00pm in 

the CE Room. 

Saturday, February 22nd:  Men’s Brotherhood, 8:00am, 

King’s Restaurant 

Winter at St. Paul’s 

Our inclement weather policy is that we will wor-

ship whenever two or three are gathered. However, 

we ask that you use your judgement when venturing 
out in bad weather.  We'd love for you to worship 

with us, but rather you'd be safe than end up in the 

hospital.  Regular Sunday worship begins at 

9:30am, followed by Sunday school at 10:45am. 

Tuesday Bible Study:  Bible Study will be can-

celled anytime the Somerset Area School District is 

cancelled or delayed. 

We will endeavor to keep our website updated with 

recent sermons and devotional materials so that 
your spirit may be warmed even during our blustery 

Somerset County winter. 

New  

Member 

Sunday  
 

We will be welcom-
ing new members 
into our church fam-
ily during worship 
on Sunday, February 
16th.  Please speak 
to Pastor Matt if 
you’d like to be part 
of the new member 
group.   

Confirmation Class Schedule 
 

Confirmands will meet in the church library at 
11am on the following Sundays: 

 

Sunday, February 8th 

Sunday, February 22nd 

“Almost everything will work again 
if you unplug it for a few minutes,           

including you.”  -Anne Lamott 
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Our Lenten focus 
 

Lent, the church
-year season 
that begins on 
Ash Wednes-
day, is a time of 
penitence and 
spiritual renew-
al. Some people 
give up a luxury 
or vice during 
Lent as a form 
of self-denial; 
others under-
take a project 
that benefits 
others. 

 

The point isn’t to denigrate ourselves or to see 
how much we can do without. Instead, Lent 
helps us reflect on Jesus’ death. As Timothy 
Keller writes in The Reason for God: “The 
Christian Gospel is that I am so flawed that Je-
sus had to die for me, yet I am so loved and 
valued that Jesus was glad to die for me. This 
leads to deep humility and deep confidence at 
the same time. It undermines both swaggering 
and sniveling. I cannot feel superior to anyone, 
and yet I have nothing to prove to anyone. I do 
not think more of myself nor less of myself. In-
stead, I think of myself less.”  

Looking for love 
 

Though not a fan of making New Year’s resolu-
tions, Jen Kramer decided to add meaning to 2018 
by declaring it #theyearoflove. Each day she wrote 
a “love note” to a different person, expressing grati-
tude and offering encouragement. Recipients 
ranged from waiters and custodians to relatives 
and a terminally ill friend. 
 

The experiment may have stemmed from the sud-
den, unexpected death of Kramer’s father while 
she was away at college. “Why don’t we say those 
things to people while they’re here?” she tells the 
Chicago Tribune. “It’s easy to be kind, and it’s easy 
to tell people how you feel.” 
Kramer’s campaign didn’t cost a cent, yet it 
changed her life and touched hundreds of people in 
the process. Wherever she went, she discovered 
that “love showed up.” It’s simple, Kramer says: 
“You just have to look.” 

The very best valentine 
 

Almost everyone — at least of the female persua-
sion — knows the romantic meaning of the phrase 
“hearts and flowers.” Valentine’s Day is com-
ing! What will I get from my boyfriend 9 my hus-
band 9 my best friend? I’m hoping for some sort of 
bouquet, a card full of loving words and red hearts, 
candy or at least a sweet balloon. 
 

Human beings may disappoint. That special some-
one may forget to check the calendar for February 
14. But even if he doesn’t come through exactly as 
I hope, I can still be amazed and happy with the 
valentine I am sure to receive every day from my 
heavenly Father and his Son: words of delight and 
joy and caring — always surrounding me with love 
and more love. These are the best “hearts and 
flowers” I could ever have, and which I do have, on 
Valentine’s Day and throughout eternity. 

A prayer for Ash Wednesday 
 

Lord of the winds,  
I cry to thee, 
I that am dust, 
and blown about  
by every gust 
I fly to thee. 
 

Lord of the waters,  
unto thee I call. 
I that am weed  
upon the waters borne, 
and by the waters torn, 
tossed by the waters,  
at thy feet I fall.        —Mary Coleridge (1861-1907) 
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