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January’s Mission Offering –                  
CHURCH WORLD SERVICE   

BLANKETS 

 
Since its formation in 1957, the United Church 

of Christ has worked with Church World Service 

(founded in 1946) to accomplish more together 

than it could alone, joining hearts and resources 

to create a tradition of help and a legacy of 

hope.  They work to eradicate hunger and poverty 

and to promote peace and justice around the 

world. 

 
When disaster strikes, Church World Service is 

the primary agency through which the UCC gives 

support for relief and recovery efforts. This assis-

tance may take the form of winterized family 

tents for Pakistani earthquake survivors, food 

packages and tankers full of water for displaced 

people in violence-torn Darfur, Sudan, or long-

term recovery assistance for families affected by 

hurricanes, tornados, or flooding across the Unit-

ed States. 

St. Paul’s Youth “Souper Bowl of Caring”   
 

On Sunday, February 2, 2020 St. Paul's Youth group 

will be collecting nonperishable food items to benefit 

the Somerset Food Pantry.  The food that we collect 

will be weighed and entered into the grand total for 

food collected at UCC churches around the country.  

United Church of Christ youth and congregations 

raised $250,000 and over 900 hours of donated time 

during the Souper Bowl of Caring Service Blitz.  

Bring your canned goods to worship and place them 

at the altar rail.  Together we can make Super Bowl 

Sunday truly "Souper!" 

Humans and Angels 
 

Those interested in being a 2020 Secret Angel 

should pick up and fill out a Secret Angel form 

from the table at the rear of the sanctuary.  The Se-

cret Angel program is designed to give participants 

the opportunity to remember another member of 

the congregation throughout the year.  Secret An-

gels pray for each other, send cards, and generally 

keep each other in mind during the year.  After you 

have filled out the form, please put it in the Secret 

Angel box next to the forms in the back of the 

sanctuary.  The deadline is Sunday, January 

12th.   
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Dear Church Family & Friends, 

 

I’ve never been particularly good at keeping New 

Year’s resolutions.  Something tells me I’m not 

alone.  In my own experience, resolutions often focus 

on fixing perceived deficiencies like losing weight, 

cleaning up my cluttered office, or being more effi-

cient in getting things checked off my to-do-list.  It 

turns out the New Year is rife with money-making 

schemes to get a new you for a new year.  The digital 

marketplace if full of diet-fads, the latest self-help 

gurus and plenty of influencers who would love to 

convince you they have just the answers to fix you as 

they influence you to hand over your cold-hard cash. 

 

I may be a bit cynical (and also a bit naive) to be sus-

picious of such things, but God created us a-okay just 

as we are: warts, blemishes, extra-pounds, and all!  

Granted, we are far from perfect, but God has placed 

within us and within the church the things we need to 

become fully whole.  If we’ve learned nothing else 

from the Christmas story, it’s worth remembering 

that God’s power is made perfect in weakness and 

vulnerability.  Why else would the Creator of the 

Universe come to save the world in the form of a ba-

by who was born of poor parents among an op-

pressed people?  God’s M.O. is to apparently use 

what’s common and even broken to do the eternal 

saving work.  We’ll be reminded of this yet again in 

Lent and especially as we participate in the Good Fri-

day suffering and death of the one who was born in 

the manger.   

 

God loves you for who you are.  We all would do 

well to remember that.  Through our own failures, 

frailty, and imperfections, God continues to accom-

plish Christ’s saving work.  Our lives are the living 

testimonials for others to see God at work in the 

world.  As we live life, full of accomplishments, fail-

ures, joy, and struggle, others just might see us and 

find hope and inspiration for their own lives.  I can 

think of no better way to love God and neighbor than 

to live a life that touches others in their joy and pain.  

God can certainly do saving work with just one life: 

especially yours. 

 

Blessings for the journey! 

 

Pastor Matt 

Amanda, Holly, Daniel, 

and I would like to thank 

all of you for the cards, 

gifts, goodies, and well-

wishes that you sent our 

way over the past weeks.  

The Christmas season is 

a holy and special time 

for us.  Your generosity 

helped to make it even 

more special.    

 

Thanks again, 

 

Pastor Matt, Amanda, Holly, and Daniel 

“The Wise Men” 
 

Oh, we have learnt to peer and pore 
    On tortured puzzles from our youth, 
We know all labyrinthine lore, 
We are the three wise men of yore, 
    And we know all things but the truth. … 
 
Go humbly, humble are the skies, 
    And low and large and fierce the star; 
So very near the manger lies 
    That we may travel far. 
 
Hark! Laughter like a lion wakes 
    To roar to the resounding plain. 
And the whole heaven shouts and shakes, 
    For God himself is born again. … 
 

“Our hope is not in the new year, but in the One who makes all things new.” 
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“Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

and all people shall see it together, for the mouth 

of the LORD has spoken.”  Isaiah 40:5 

 

The Lord, our God, speaks through our worship 

time together.  Join us in worship in this season of 

Epiphany as we celebrate Christ at work in our 

church and world.  Come and listen to God’s word 

spoken through scripture, song, and word.   

 

There are many New Year’s resolutions that you 

can make…how about making time for worship and 

personal devotion one of yours?     

 

I’ll see you in worship! 

Pastor Matt 

Worship begins at 9:30              

   Sunday school at 10:45 

January 5:  Theme for the week:  Affirmed By 

Love 

The Second Sunday after Christmas 

Epiphany (observed) 

 

Scripture readings for the week   

Old Testament:  Jeremiah 31:7-14 

Psalter:  Psalm 147:12-20 

Gospel:  John 1:1-18 

New Testament: Ephesians 1:3-14 

 

January 12:  Theme for the week:  Extravagant 

Sign 

The Baptism of Christ 

 

Scripture readings for the week   

Old Testament:  Isaiah 42:1-9 

Psalter:  Psalm 29 

Gospel:  Matthew 3:13-17 

New Testament:  Acts 10:34-43 

 

January 19:  Theme for the week:  Good News, 

Good Ways 

The Second Sunday after Epiphany 

 

Scripture readings for the week   

Old Testament:  Isaiah 49:1-7 

Psalter: Psalm 40:1-11 

Gospel:  John 1:29-42 

Epistle:  1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

 

January 26:  Theme for the week:  Doing Justice 

The Third Sunday after Epiphany 

 

Scripture readings for the week   

Old Testament:  Isaiah 9:1-4 

Psalter: Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

Gospel:  Matthew 4:12-23 

Epistle:  1 Corinthians 1:10-18     

This little light 
 

Worldwide, more than 1 billion people lack ac-
cess to electricity; another 1.5 billion have ir-
regular access. One new tool that’s literally 
brightening lives is an inflatable, waterproof, 
solar-powered lantern. With 10 tiny LED lights, 
“Luci” can shine about 15 square feet of light 
for up to 24 hours on a full charge. Yet the lan-
tern weighs just 4 ounces, so it’s easy to 
transport.  
 
Though this versatile lantern has many uses, 
iinventor Jason Alan Snyder is especially excit-
ed about its potential to help people living in 

darkness. For each $10 
donation at mpow-
erd.com, one Luci lan-
tern is sent for disaster 
relief and humanitarian 
aid. 
 
Little lights — whether 
solar-powered or Jesus
-powered — make a big 
impact in our dark 
world.            
  —adapted from  
 HomeTouch 
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Emailing the church and Pastor 

Matt:  If you need to email the pastor or the church, 
please direct your email to jmdeal@gmail.com 
 

The church office email is 
 stpaulsuccoffice1@gmail.com 

 

Transportation Assistance:  If you, or 

someone you know, needs a ride to church or any 
church-related event, please contact the church 
office, 445-4534. 

Book of Remembrance forms are in 

the literature rack in the narthex.  If you wish to 
give a gift in memory of or in honor of a loved 
one, please use this form.  You can place it in 
your offering envelope along with your mone-
tary gift or you can bring it to the office.  We 
save these forms for documentation until the 
Book of Remembrance is published in the 
newsletter twice a year.   
 

Bible Study: Bible Studies following worship 

themes will be held on Tuesdays at 10:00am.  
 
 

Men’s Brotherhood will meet for their Sep-

tember meeting on Saturday, January 11th at 
8:00am at King’s Restaurant.  All men of the 
church are invited to attend! 

January’s Meetings at a Glance  

Thursday, January 2nd:  Care Team, 1:00pm, CE Room 

Saturday, January 11th:  Men’s Brotherhood, 8:00am, 

King’s Restaurant 

Saturday, January 18th:  Church Council Retreat, 9am-

3pm, Uptown Works 

Tuesday, January 21st:  Church Council, 7:00pm in the 

CE Room.  

Winter at St. Paul’s 

Our inclement weather policy is that we will wor-

ship whenever two or three are gathered. However, 

we ask that you use your judgement when venturing 

out in bad weather.  We'd love for you to worship 

with us, but rather you'd be safe than end up in the 

hospital.  Regular Sunday worship begins at 

9:30am, followed by Sunday school at 10:45am. 

Tuesday Bible Study:  Bible Study will be can-

celled anytime the Somerset Area School District is 

cancelled or delayed. 

We will endeavor to keep our website updated with 

recent sermons and devotional materials so that 

your spirit may be warmed even during our blustery 

Somerset County winter. 

Confirmation Class Schedule 
 

Confirmands will meet in the church library at 

11am on the following Sundays: 

 

Sunday,  

January 

12th 

Sunday,  

January 

19th 

New  

Member 

Sunday  
 

We will be welcom-

ing new members 

into our church fam-

ily during worship 

on Sunday, February 

16th.  Please speak 

to Pastor Matt if 

you’d like to be part 

of the new member 

group.   
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