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Annual Congregational 
 Meeting  

 

The annual congregational meeting will be 
Sunday, December 8th following wor-
ship.  Agenda items will include approval of the 
2020 Budget, considering Constitution & By-
laws changes to establish the Legacy Find, 
and the election of new council mem-
bers.  Members in good standing are invited to 
cast their votes in this year’s meeting.  
 

Proposed Slate for Church Council  
3 Year Term:  
Barb Davies (Deacon)  
Michael Laue (Deacon)  
Barb Roth (Deacon)  
Pam Webreck (Elder) 

 Advent 2019 Special 
Services and Christmas 

Eve Worship 

 

The Rite of Healing and 
anointing during worship 
on Sunday, December 15th  

at 9:30am.    
 

This special rite will be celebrated during wor-
ship.  Participants will be able to ask for healing 
for themselves, loved ones, friends, and 
strangers.  As we watch and wait for Christ’s 
coming into the world during this Advent, it’s the 
perfect time to take part in Christ’s healing work.  
 

“A Little Child Shall Lead Them” is the theme 
of this year’s 4:00pm Family                   

Christmas Eve Service.   
 

We will journey through scripture, learning about 
God’s saving work, while we sing carols and oth-
er songs to celebrate Jesus’ birth.  Children and 
youth will assist in leading the final two lessons 
as we mark the arrival of the Light of the World 
with a unique twist on the ancient tradition of 
lighting candles in celebration of the Light.  Kid-

friendly lights will be shared with worshippers as 
we leave the sanctuary to spread the warm glow 
of Christ’s love in the world. 
 

The Traditional Candlelight Service  
begins at 11:00pm.   

 

Worshipers will experience the holy watching 
and waiting for the Light of the World to break 
forth as we celebrate Holy Communion and sing 
the great carols of the season.   

Christmas  
Family Fellowship Meal 

  

Plan to gather for dinner on Monday, Decem-
ber 9th at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  Bring 
your favorite covered dish and spend an even-
ing enjoying fellowship, good food and the joy 
and anticipation of Advent.  

Oncology Blankets and Prayer 
Shawls  

 

Anyone having items for the oncology 
center please bring them to the church 

by Sunday, December 8
th
.  
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Dear St. Paul’s Family, 
 

A voice cries out: 

‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 

   make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  

Every valley shall be lifted up, 

   and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

   and the rough places a plain” Isaiah 40:3-4. 
 

These verses from the prophet Isaiah are some of my 

favorite ones in all of the Hebrew Scripture.  The no-

tion that God is sending forth a messenger to prepare 

the way for the Holy One’s redemption is inspiring 

and hope-filled.  Such power and authority even lev-

els mountains and valleys.  The day is surely coming 

says the prophet, when all will be made well for 

God’s people.  Chapter 40 begins with the charge to 

“Comfort, O Comfort my people says your God.”  

Speak tenderly the word of comfort and redemption 

to the suffering people. God will make all things 

whole and all the is broken well. 

 

Such expressions of love come not only from God, 

but from the prophet’s poetic imagination.  Quite lit-

erally, God will and does save, and yet there’s still 

plenty of need for tender words of comfort as suffer-

ing and death continues in our world.  Along comes 

the poet to encourage us to use our spiritual eyes to 

imagine a day when all will be made well.   

 

In the meantime we keep hoping, watching, and ac-

tively working for that day when all is well.  Advent 

reminds us that faith is often a reality defying activi-

ty:  a time to watch and expect God’s appearing in 

the midst of troubling times.  Our baptismal vowels 

also remind us that such watching and expecting is 

not passive, but rather faith in action.  Christ calls us 

to prepare the way for his coming into the world.  It’s 

up to us to smooth the way for Christ’s healing work.  

Our words and actions are not solely ours, but repre-

sent the God in which we are called to follow.  Grace

-filled words and loving actions smooth out all kinds 

of rough places in the world.   

 

Isaiah assures us that God is coming. We are left with 

the image of a mighty and sovereign God who will 

gently gather his lambs.  “He will feed his flock like 

a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and 

carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother 

sheep.”  Let us recommit ourselves to keeping alive 

the poet Isaiah’s vision of that day; a day that may 

seem all so remote in our troubled and chaotic 

world, but a day that is nevertheless upon us.  

Thanks be to God!   

  

May God bless your Advent journey! 

Pastor Matt 

Winter at St. Paul’s 

Our inclement weather policy is that we will 
worship whenever two or three are gathered. 
However, we ask that you use your judgement 
when venturing out in bad weather.  We'd love 
for you to worship with us, but rather you'd be 
safe than end up in the hospital.  Regular Sun-
day worship begins at 9:30am, followed by 
Sunday school at 10:45am. 

Tuesday Bible Study:  Bible Study will be can-
celled anytime the Somerset Area School Dis-
trict is cancelled or delayed. 

We will endeavor to keep our website updated 
with recent sermons and devotional materials 
so that your spirit may be warmed even during 
our blustery Somerset County winter. 

Advent, which marks the beginning of the 
church year, is “the first gleam of Christmas,” 
writes W.E. Sangster. “It heralds the entrance 
of the Divine into human history; it is heaven 
descending to earth; it is a great event casting 
its brilliance before it.” Sangster adds: “It is as 
though a trumpeter had taken his stand upon 
the turrets of time and announced the coming 
of the King. ‘Get ready,’ he seems to say. ‘Get 
ready. He is coming!’” 
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“For unto us a child is born, a Son is given!”  
 

The Season of Advent is here.  Christ’s birth is at 

hand.  Come to worship to find out your part in the 

story!  Here are some scriptures to help you prepare 

for our Savior’s arrival.     

 

I’ll see you in worship! 

Pastor Matt 

Worship begins at 9:30              

   Sunday school at 10:45 

December 1:  Theme for the week:  Be Prepared 
The First Sunday of Advent 

 

Scripture readings for the week  

Old Testament: Isaiah 2:1-5 

Psalter: Psalm 122 

Gospel:  Matthew 24:36-44 

Epistle:  Romans 13:11-14 

  

December 8:  Theme for the week:  Vision of 

Peace 
The Second Sunday of Advent 

 

Scripture readings for the week  

Old Testament: Isaiah 11:1-10 

Psalter: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

Gospel:  Matthew 3:1-12 

Epistle:  Romans 15:4-13 

  

December 15:  Theme for the week:  Heartbeat of 

Justice 
The Third Sunday of Advent 

 
Scripture readings for the week   

Old Testament:  Isaiah 35:1-10 

Gospel:  Luke 1:47-55  

Gospel:  Matthew 11:2-11 

Epistle:  James 5:7-10 

December 22:  Theme for the week:  God With Us 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

The Children’s & Youth Choir Musical 
 
Scripture readings for the week   

Old Testament:  Isaiah 7:10-16 

Psalter:  Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

Gospel:  Matthew 1:18-25 

Epistle:  Romans 1:1-7 

 

December 24:  Christmas Eve 

 
Christmas Eve (4:00pm) 

Family Service 

Featuring the St. Paul’s Chancel Choir  

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (11:00pm) 

Scripture Readings 

Old Testament:  Isaiah 9:2-7 

Psalm 96 

Gospel:  Luke 2:1-20 

New Testament:  Titus 2:11-14 

 

December 29:  Theme for the week:  A Great Light 
The First Sunday after Christmas 

 
Scripture readings for the week   

Old Testament:  Isaiah 9:2-7 

Psalter: Psalm 96 

Gospel:  Luke 2:1-20 

Epistle:  Titus 2:11-14     

Welcome, Jesus! 
 

Welcome all wonders in one 
sight,  

Eternity shut in a span,  

Summer in winter, day in night,
  

Heaven in earth, and God in 
man,  

Great little one,  
whose all-embracing birth  

Lifts earth to heaven,  
stoops heaven to earth.  

—Richard Crashaw (1612-1649) 

“More light than we can learn, more wealth than we can treasure, more love than we can earn, 
more peace than we can measure, because one Child is born.” 
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The Angel Tree 

 

This year’s Angel Tree program will look differ-
ent from other years.  The Salvation Army only 
had 150 Treasures for Children tags available 
(they usually have almost 600) this year and 
ran out of them by November 1st.   
 

Our church’s lay leaders and staff have 
reached out to other local non-profits and have 
identified a number of local families who have a 
variety of needs during this holiday sea-
son.  There will be a variety of ways you can 
help: purchasing a winter coat, hat, or gloves 
for an adult or child, Christmas toys for chil-
dren, gifts of clothing, or heating oil assistance 
through the Salvation Army.   
 

The individuals who have been identified for 
assistance have had close relationships with 
organizations like Tableland, Nulton Diagnos-
tics, the Salvation Army, Somerset Area Minis-
tries, New Beginnings, and church 
staff.  Therefore, they have been closely vetted 
and their needs have been specifically identi-
fied.  The tags will appear on our Angel Tree in 
the Edgewood Avenue narthex on Sunday, De-
cember 1st.  
 

2019 Advent Devotionals and activities are 
Available For the Whole Family  

 

Adventure Through Advent:  
Children’s Church + for the whole Family! 

  

Take a family adventure through the 
themes of advent: Hope, Peace, Joy and 
Love on Sunday, December 8th from 11am-

noon. 
  

We will gather in the Youth Room for a time of 
exploration, creativity and fun.  This event is 
open to families and individuals of all ages. In-
dividuals who attend without their immediate 
families will be put together in church family 
groups. 
  
For Children:  Mark your Advent journey with 
a “Christ the King” Advent calendar, available 
in the Edgewood Ave. Narthex 

 

For Youth & Adults:  The “I Am Mary” (by 
Rev. Carol Howard Merritt) daily devotional will 
help prepare you for Jesus’ birth by putting you 
in the sandals of his mother as she waits with 
expectation for her son’s arrival.  Booklets are 
available in the Edgewood Ave. Narthex an on 
the table in the back of the Sanctuary.  

St. Paul’s Chrismon Tree 

A beautiful Chrismon tree adorns our sanctuary again this year, continuing a tradition started in 
1978.  The tree is decorated with Chrismons, proclaiming our Lord Jesus Christ through the use of 
symbols, called Chrismons.  Each Chrismon presents a unique message; some are simple copies 
of Christian symbols used since the earliest days, and others are more recent presentations of 
God’s presence in our world.   
 

All Chrismons are made in white and gold.  White is the liturgical color for Christmas and symbol-
izes Jesus’ purity and perfection; the gold color symbolizes the His majesty and glory.  The con-
cept of Christ as the light of the world is evidenced by the tiny white lights on an evergreen tree; 
the tree evokes the eternal life which our Savior has secured for us.   
 

As we continue the St. Paul’s Chrismon tree tradition, remember Ruth Shaffer who was one of 
three wonderful women who spent thousands of hours crafting these beautiful ornaments.  She 
has now joined Lorraine Gerhardt and Mildred Berkey, both who were instrumental in this project, 
in the church triumphant.     
 

May you each be blessed with the love and joy and true meaning of Christmas, and may these 
symbols continually remind you of God’s greatest gift to us all, Jesus Christ. 
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Emailing the church and Pastor 

Matt:  If you need to email the pastor or the church, 
please direct your email to jmdeal@gmail.com 

 

The church office email is 

 stpaulsuccoffice1@gmail.com 

 

Transportation Assistance:  If you, or 
someone you know, needs a ride to church or any 
church-related event, please contact the church 
office, 445-4534. 

Book of Remembrance forms are in 
the literature rack in the narthex.  If you wish to 
give a gift in memory of or in honor of a loved 
one, please use this form.  You can place it in 
your offering envelope along with your mone-
tary gift or you can bring it to the office.  We 
save these forms for documentation until the 
Book of Remembrance is published in the 
newsletter twice a year.   
 

Bible Study: Bible Studies following worship 
themes will be held on Tuesdays at 10:00am.  
 

 

Men’s Brotherhood will meet for their Sep-
tember meeting on Saturday, December 14th 
at 8:00am at King’s Restaurant.  All men of the 
church are invited to attend! 

December’s Meetings at a Glance 
(available at press time) 

Thursday, December 5th:  Care Team, 1:00pm, 
CE Room 

Sunday, December 8th:  Annual Congregational 
Meeting, following worship, Sanctuary 

Monday, December 9th:  Family Fellowship Meal, 
Covered Dish Dinner, 6:00pm Fellowship Hall 

Saturday, December 14th:  Men’s Brotherhood, 
8:00am, King’s Restaurant 

Tuesday, December 17th:  Church Council, 
7:00pm in the CE Room.  Newly elected Church 
Council members should plan to attend. 

 

Greeters & Ushers for December 
 

December 1:  Communion By Intinction: 
Karen Addleman—Chair & Elder, Audrey 
Hay—Elder, Harold Wahl, Sally Wahl 
 

December 8:  Patrick Ferko--Chair, Tammie 
Waggle, Wynne Sechler, Ray Toy 

 

December 15: Mike Stutzman—Chair, Barb 
Stutzman, Luke Housley, Paige Housley 

 

December 21—Christmas Musical: Andra 
Snyder—Chair, Laura Bowers,  
 

December 22—Christmas Musical:  Pete 
Hauger—Chair, Carole Wilson, Kim Keim, 
Greg Keim 

 

December 24--Christmas Eve, 4pm Service: 
Peg Roy—Chair, Karen Gibson, Abby Bowers, 
Lorin Harris 

 

December 24--Christmas Eve, 11pm Ser-
vice: Craig Weaver—Chair, Denise Weaver, 
Harold Weaver, Gary Cameron 

 

December 29: Jenn Boland--Chair, Amy Mar-
teeny, Mark Marteeny, Jonathan Hillegas 

 

Confirmation Class Schedule 

Confirmands will meet in the church              
library at 11am on:  

  
Sunday, December 8th 

Sunday, December 15th 

“Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to 
stay close by me forever and love me,  

I pray.” (“Away in a Manger”) 
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Our December Mission Offering:   
The Christmas Fund/Veterans of the Cross 

 

For 118 years, the Christmas Fund for the Vet-
erans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund 
has been a tangible expression of God’s love. 
One of the four Special Mission Offerings of 
the United Church of Christ, the Christmas 
Fund provides UCC congregations and mem-
bers an opportunity to reach out in loving com-
passion, providing assistance to those who 
have so faithfully served our Church and who 
now and themselves facing unexpected finan-
cial needs.  

In 2018, gifts to the Christmas Fund enabled: 

• Small pension supplementation for 379 re-
tired clergy and lay employees 
($1,453.050) 

• Health benefits supplementation for 174 
retired clergy and lay employees 
($429,903) 

• Emergency grants for 49 individuals and 
families ($60,526) 

• Christmas “Thank You” gift checks to 401 
retired clergy and lay employees 
($214,100) 

The theme of the 2019 Christmas Fund Offer-
ing is The Light Shines in the Darkness and 
our goal is to raise $1.7 million to help support 
these ministries of love and care. In the spirit of 
love, we invite and encourage you to prayerful-
ly consider and support this year’s appeal, and 
to spread the word so that others will also join 
in this vital ministry. 

A Thank You From Salvation Army  
 

On behalf of the Salvation Army, I would like to 
thank everyone who helped to make our annu-
al Community Thanksgiving Dinner a success.  
Thanks to your help and support, we were able 
to serve over 314 meals.  –Pastor Matt 

Christmas Cookie Sign Up  
 

A sign-up sheet is on the table in the back of 
the Sanctuary for our annual Christmas Musi-
cal reception.  Please put your name on the 
sheet if you are able to provide some cookies!  

Somerset Area Ministry Community 
Advent Service 

 

The churches of our local ministerium will hold 
their annual weekly Advent service beginning 
on Wednesday, November 28th.  The services 
are held each Wednesday at 12:05pm at First 
United Methodist Church in Somerset.  Pastor 
Matt will be preaching on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 5th.  A light lunch will follow each service at 
12:30pm. 

Perfect as is 

 

Who can add to Christmas? The perfect motive is that God so loved the world. The perfect gift is 
that he gave his only Son. The only requirement is to believe in him. The reward of faith is that you 
shall have everlasting life. 

—Corrie ten Boom 
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