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Family Fellowship Meal 

 

Please join us for our annual summer meal on Mon-

day, June 3rd at 6:00pm in Fellowship Hall.  Please 

bring your favorite covered dish, your friends, and 

family, as we open up the summer season.  We will 

enjoy great food, fellowship, and our special musi-

cal guest, St. Paul’s own Note Worthy! 

“To Mars and Beyond” VBS 

2019 Confirmation Celebration 

On Easter Sunday we had the great joy of confirm-

ing 11 youth into our church family  

Penn West Conference 

 

“A Just World for All” is the theme for the 2019 

Penn West Conference Annual Meeting:  June 7 & 

8 at California University of Pennsylvania.  Join us 

for two days of inspiring worship, fellowship, and 

learning.  The Rev. Traci Blackmon, United Church 

of Christ Minister for Justice and Local Church 

Ministries will be the keynote speaker.  The annual 

gathering of the churches of the Penn West Confer-

ence is always a great opportunity to connect with 

other churches and share resources and ideas.   

 

St. Paul’s UCC has the opportunity to send three 

voting delegates and one youth delegate.  Please 

speak to Pastor Matt if you’d like to attend. 

This year’s Community 

VBS will be June 24th-

28th.  Please join us for 

“To Mars and Beyond” 

as we discover God’s 

boundless love.  Chil-

dren from 3 years old 

to 6th grade are invited 

to attend.   

This year’s Bible 

school will be a coopera-

tive effort between 4 part-

ner churches.  As is the 

case every year, we need 

adult and teen helpers to 

make our VBS a success.  

Please talk to Pastor Matt 

or Jenn Boland if you are 

interested in helping! 
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Dear St. Paul’s Family, 
 

Five or six years ago I attended a pastor’s conference at Church 

of the Resurrection, the largest United Methodist Church in the 

world located in Kansas City, KS.  They had a number of speak-

ers, mostly mega church pastors lecturing us about church 

growth strategies, programming, and the tricks of hospitality.  

The content was good even if contextual understanding was 

lacking.  The assumption at most of those types of conferences 

is that if we hear from some pastors of really big churches (all 

with memberships over 5,000) somehow the growth mojo will 

rub off on the rest of us, regardless of the realities of de-

mographics and context. 
 

I don’t remember most of the speakers, except one young wom-

an who stuck out from the crowded field of white, middle-aged 

men.  Rachel Held Evans was not a reverend, nor did she pos-

sess a terminal degree in theology or church growth.  Rachel, a 

32 year-old small town newspaper reporter from Dayton, TN 

had over the preceding 2 years accidentally garnered quite a fol-

lowing because of her blog posts and a New York Times best 

selling book dealing with Christian faith.  She had experienced 

somewhat of a religious awakening that stirred the waters of her 

own Christian Fundamentalist upbringing.  Her awakening 

sprung out of the tension between the moralistic rigidity of the 

faith community of her childhood and Christ’s abundant love 

that included everyone in God’s saving work.  Where the church 

of her childhood excluded people who didn’t fit in their mold of 

discipleship, Rachel found in the stories of Jesus a God who 

welcomed and loved everyone.  Her eloquent writings about her 

new found understanding of the church and Jesus resonated with 

a growing audience of readers, especially youth and young 

adults, and those who had been hurt by the church. 
 

Following one of the plenary sessions my friend and I had the 

opportunity to chat with Rachel.  She was very approachable, 

funny, and disarmingly humble.  After introducing ourselves,  

Rachel quickly offered affirmations to us regarding the im-

portance of pastors she said, “I have no idea why people invite 

me to talk at these kinds of events.  They should be listening to 

you!”  I was touched by her kind words, but also a bit chagrined 

knowing that pastors often don’t say what ought to be said, ei-

ther out of a lack of courage or because of wrong-headed con-

victions.   
 

Hanging on the wall above the desk where Rachel sat to write 

blog posts, articles, or one of her best selling books is a sign that 

simply says, “Tell the truth.”  Perhaps that was what made Ra-

chel so popular in parts of the church and society at large.  She 

told the truth where others failed.  She candidly and kindly re-

minded the world that Jesus welcomed everyone and turned 

away no one, therefore the church should follow suit.  Marginal-

ized groups in the church felt the power of Christ’s affirming 

love through Rachel’s work.  Women, persons of color, and 

members of the LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and 

Transgender) community discovered a Savior who welcomed 

them through Rachel’s faithful interpretation of scripture and 

Jesus’ teachings.  Her plea was for a church who would 

tell the truth and follow Christ’s example of radical wel-

come of all people. 
 

Despite all of the Twitter followers, blog readers, her New 

York Times bestselling books, or being a nationally recog-

nized religious commentator on CNN, Rachel remained 

humble.  She used her platform to advance the thoughts 

and careers of others, giving additional voice to those who 

are often marginalized by culture.  Rachel’s love of God, 

the church, others, and especially her conviction to tell the 

truth, helped to strengthen Christ’s church.   
 

I’ve been thinking a lot lately about Rachel’s life and 

work.  On May 4th she died after a sudden illness that 

caused her to have seizures and traumatic brain swelling.  

Rachel leaves behind her husband Dan and two little kids.  

Making sense of her death has been challenging, especial-

ly in this season of resurrection.  The 37 year-old mom 

and Christian leader had so much more to contribute to 

our shared existence.   
 

The world is full of losses that cause people to ask the 

great why questions of life as they search for understand-

ing and meaning.  In fact, a number of you have experi-

enced such loss at one time or another.  The great mystery 

and miracle of Easter is that God enters fully into loss and 

does something totally unexpected.  New life, resurrection 

springs forth from death.  The trauma of life’s losses have 

no power over the redemptive love of God. 
 

This may seem little consolation to those whose experi-

ence with death is quite fresh and the pain is quite real.  

Feeling the storm of emotions that are present in the after-

math of a loved one’s death is normal.  Even in the midst 

of the sorrow, pain, and anger we may be feeling, Jesus 

Christ is reclaiming life so that in the fullness of time we 

all will live within God’s eternal self.  As for the rest of 

us, those still living each day in this part of creation, it’s 

up to us to continue Christ’s life-saving work of love.  It’s 

up to us to tell the truth.  People need to hear that they are 

unconditionally loved by their creator and that they are 

welcome to participate fully in the Body of Christ, the 

church.  We must also reckon with the powers of destruc-

tion that try to stir up division and hate within God’s be-

loved creation.  These evil forces are not of the spiritual 

realm, but are flesh and blood, powers and principalities 

that seek to divide for personal gain. 
 

Christ’s saving work is not only discovered in the writings 

of Rachel Held Evans, but in any place where the truth of 

God’s unconditional love and inclusion are being spoken 

or practiced.  God’s call to us is simple, to love as Christ 

loved:  unconditionally, generously, and graciously.  

Through loving we enter into God’s presence.  And that’s 

the gospel truth!   

 

Blessings on your journey,   Pastor Matt 
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“Christ Is Risen, Christ Is Risen Indeed!” 

 

God speaks to us through our worship time togeth-

er.  Join us in worship as we celebrate the glory of 

the Risen Christ in Easter.  Come and listen to God 

speaking through scripture, song, and word.   

 

Take some time to worship God in your own per-

sonal devotion.  Below are the scripture lessons for 

the upcoming weeks.  Read and think about them 

prior to Sunday, as your own personal worship 

time.   

 

I’ll see you in worship! 

Pastor Matt 
 

Worship begins at 9:30              

   Sunday school at 10:45 

 

May 5:  Theme for the week:  The Way Forward 

The Third Sunday of Easter 

 

Scripture readings for the week   

New Testament: Acts 9:1-20 

Psalter: Psalm 30 

Gospel:  John 21:1-:19 

New Testament:  Revelation 5:11-14 

 

May 12:  Theme for the week:  Life-Giving Acts 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Festival of the Christian Home 
 

Scripture readings for the week   

New Testament: Acts 9:36-43 

Psalter: Psalm 23 

Gospel:  John 10:22-30 

New Testament:  Revelation 7:9-17 

 

May 19:  Theme for the week:  Imagine 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Scripture readings for the week   

New Testament: Acts 11:1-18 

Psalter: Psalm 148 

Gospel:  John 13:31-35 

New Testament:  Revelation 21:1-6    

May 26:  Theme for the week:  Loving Christ 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 

Scripture readings for the week   

New Testament: Acts 16:9-15 

Psalter: Psalm 67 

Gospel:  John 14:23-29 or John 5:1-9 

New Testament:  Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 

 

June 2:  Theme for the week:  Breaking Chains 

The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 

Scripture readings for the week   

New Testament: Acts 16:16-34 

Psalter: Psalm 97 

Gospel:  John 17:20-26 

New Testament:  Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 

 

June 9:  Theme for the week:  Gathered and Scat-

tered     Pentecost Sunday 

 

Scripture readings for the week   

New Testament: Acts 2:1-21 

Psalter: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

Gospel:  John 14:8-17, 25-27 

Epistle:  Romans 8:14-17 

 

June 16:  Theme for the week:  Wisdom Calls 

Trinity Sunday 

 

Scripture readings for the week   

Old Testament:  Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 

Psalter: Psalm 8 

Gospel:  John 16:12-15 

Epistle:  Romans 5:1-5 

 

June 23: Theme for the week: Faith of an Outsider 

The Second Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Scripture readings for the week   

Old Testament:  1 Kings 18:20-29 

Psalter: Psalm 96:1-9 

Gospel:  Luke 7:1-10 

Epistle:  Galatians 1:1-12 

 

June 30:  Theme for the week:  The Will of God 

The Third Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Scripture readings for the week  

Old Testament:1 Kings 17:8-24  Psalter:  Psalm 146    

Gospel:  Luke 7:11-17    Epistle:  Galatians 1:11-24 
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Living Waters Camp and Conference                       

Center is April’s Mission Offering 

 

Living Waters Camp and Conference Center is our 

mission partner for April. For the past 54 years 

Living Waters has provided camping, educational, 

and worship opportunities for all age groups 

throughout the year.   

 

 Most of their children’s camps are offered during 

the month of July.  The theme for this year is 

Peace Talks and includes programs for kids from 

Kindergarten through High School.  Living Waters 

also has rental facilities that will accommodate 

individual tent camping as well as RV’s.  In 

August they sponsor a Golf Outing and can 

provide housing for a variety of retreats. 

Greeters & Ushers for June 
 

May 26:  Rebecca Miller—Chair, Samantha Miller, 

Laura Bowers, Abby Bowers 

 

June 2:  Communion By Intinction: John 

Geary—Chair & Elder, John Geary, Sr.—Elder, 

Sandy Geary, Anna Geary 

 

June 9:  Jenn Boland—Chair, Sienna Ash, Joan 

Martz, Lisa Yeckley 

 

June 16:  Karen Addleman—Chair, Steve Addle-

man, Greg Keim, Kim Keim  

 

June 23:  Patrick Ferko—Chair, Jean Romesberg, 

Pam Webreck, Judy Swank 

 

June 30:  Andra Snyder—Chair, Brad Winters, 

Amy Winters, Wynne Sechler 

St. Paul’s Extends a Special Thank You to Our 

Sunday School Teachers 

 

As another school year comes to an end, we are 

grateful for those who have shared their time and 

talents with us.  Their dedication is the greatest les-

son they have given us!  

 

Here is a list of our teachers and Christian Educa-

tion committee members: 

 

Isabel Shumaker--Preschool and Kindergarten 

Kim Keim--Preschool and Kindergarten 

Suzy Housley--Grades 1-3 

Christie Schenck--Grades 1-3 

John Harris--Grades 4-6 

Craig Weaver--The Adult Class 

Gary Cameron—Young at Heart Class 

Carole Wilson—Young at Heart Class 

Audrey Hay--Young at Heart Class 

Jenn Boland—CE Team Chair and Children’s 

Church 

Perfect order 
 

By the time the summer 

solstice occurs, it feels as if 

the season has been in full 

swing for weeks. It’s bit-

tersweet that just when 

summer officially starts, 

the length of daylight be-

gins decreasing. Before 

we’re ready to let go of the season, summer 

marches toward fall, and then winter with the 

year’s shortest day. 

 

Yet that is our Creator's plan: “You have fixed all 

the boundaries of the earth; you have made sum-

mer and winter” (Psalm 74:17, ESV). God fash-

ioned the world to be beautiful, good and perfectly 

symmetrical. With concise order, he ordained sea-

sons, rhythms, orbits and natural boundaries. As 

God’s beloved children, we’re blessed to enjoy the 

intricacies and patterns of this magnificent uni-

verse. 

—MaryAnn Sundby 
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Emailing the church and Pastor 

Matt:  If you need to email the pastor or the church, 
please direct your email to jmdeal@gmail.com 

 

The church office email is 

 stpaulsuccoffice1@gmail.com 

 

Transportation Assistance:  If you, or 
someone you know, needs a ride to church or any 
church-related event, please contact the church 
office, 445-4534. 

Book of Remembrance forms are in 
the literature rack in the narthex.  If you wish to give 
a gift in memory of or in honor of a loved one, 
please use this form.  You can place it in your offer-
ing envelope along with your monetary gift or you 
can bring it to the office.  We save these forms for 
documentation until the Book of Remembrance is 
published in the newsletter twice a year.   

 

Bible Study: Bible Studies following worship 
themes will be held on Tuesdays at 10:00am.  
 

 

Men’s Brotherhood 
meets on Saturday, 
June 15th at 8:00am at 
King’s. All men are invit-
ed to attend 

May’s Meetings at a Glance  

Thursday, May 2nd:  Care Team, 1:00pm, CE Room 

Thursday, May 16th:  Stewardship Team, 10:30am, Li-

brary 

Saturday, May 18th:  Men’s Brotherhood, 8:00am, 

King’s Restaurant 

Sunday, May 19th:  Church Council, 11:00am in the 

CE Room  

Tuesday, May 21st:  CE Team meeting, 5:00pm, CE 

Room, Trustees Meeting, 6:00pm, CE Room, Spiritual 

Life & Evangelism, 7:00pm, CE Room 

June’s Meetings at a Glance  

Sunday, June 2nd:  Community VBS planning meeting, 

2:00pm, CE Room 

Monday, June 3rd:  Family Fellowship Meal, 6:00pm, 

Fellowship Hall 

Thursday, June 6th:  Care Team, 1:00pm, CE Room 

Tuesday, June 11th:  Legacy Fund, 6:00pm, CE Room 

Saturday, June 15th:  Men’s Brotherhood, 8:00am, 

King’s Restaurant 

Tuesday, June 18th:  Church Council, 7:00pm in the CE 

Room  

Sunday, June 23rd:  Community VBS All Staff orienta-

tion, 2:00pm, Fellowship Hall 

 

Church Ministry Team Meeting Nights 

Church Council, at their March meeting, put forth a new plan to streamline the process of committee and 

ministry team planning.  The recommendation is that the committees of church council and other special 

groups that meet on a regular basis covenant to meet on either the first Wednesday or third Tuesday of each 

month.  Hour-long meeting slots will open at 4:00pm each day and close at 7:00pm.  The hope is that by 

having most of our meetings on two nights we can better plan when committees will meet and give each 

committee better access to the church’s programming staff.  We also anticipate that the common meeting 

nights will increase opportunities for worship and fellowship.  This plan also leaves open the possibility of 

committees still meeting outside of the two Church Ministry Team Nights if neither of those dates and times 

work for their committee members.  

 

Committee and group chairs should contact Pastor Matt with questions or to schedule meetings. 



6 

2019 HIGH SCHOOL & COLLEGE GRADUATES:  Please let us 

know if you are a graduate!  We would like to honor you by placing 

your graduate photo in our display case in the narthex.  We would like a 

5x7, however, if you do not have this size, please bring us what you 

have available.  Thank you! 

 

Be sure to join us on Pentecost Sunday, June 9th as we recognize our 

graduates.  Please plan on joining us as we celebrate our graduates and 

offer a blessing over them. 

St. Paul’s Continuing Care Community               

is May’s Mission Offering:   

 

St. Paul’s, historically related to the United Church 

of Christ, has been serving the needs of residents of 

western Pennsylvania and the surrounding states for 

138 years.  Our congregation has a history of sup-

porting the mission of St. Paul’s Continuing Care 

Community.  Through our continued support of St. 

Paul’s mission, we are realizing Jesus Christ’s call 

to love God and neighbor.  The Rev. Glenn Sadler, 

St. Paul’s Pastor Emeritus will be joining us for 

worship on May 12th for a special mission moment.  

Joys of motherhood 
 

• A hug for no reason.  
• Belly laughs. 
• The light-bulb moment when your child un-

derstands something you’ve been trying to 
teach them. 

• Smiles and giggles.  
• Mud pies. 
• Arms raised in the air after a big accom-

plishment. 
• Hearing Scripture and prayer from your 

child’s lips. 
• Quiet moments on the couch.  
• Reading aloud together. 
• A family meal filled with conversation and 

laughter. 
• Watching your child be kind to another. 
• Recognizing a moment you’d like to freeze 

in time. 
• A child’s look of surprise and joy. 
• A quiet conversation that heals a wounded 

heart. 
• The words “I love you”  and a sticky kiss. 
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A father’s legacy 

 

For Joseph Dodson, the pressures and responsibili-

ties of parenthood felt compounded when he and 

his wife adopted a son. Dodson, a Bible professor, 

wonders if Jesus’ earthly father also struggled with 

doubts and fears.  

 

Scripture doesn’t say much 

about Joseph, but he clearly left 

Jesus “a significant legacy,” 

Dodson writes in Bible Study 

Magazine. Joseph obeyed God 

— despite the risk to his reputa-

tion — by marrying a pregnant 

woman. Joseph, a son of David, 

raised the Son of David as his 

very own. To protect his family 

he fled to Egypt, foreshadowing 

the “new exodus” of Jesus’ sav-

ing ministry. And Joseph heard neighbors mock 

Jesus as “the carpenter’s son.”  

 

“Joseph taught Jesus much more than woodwork-

ing,” Dodson writes. “He modeled for his adopted 

son how, for God’s glory, he must drink the Fa-

ther’s cup no matter the cost.” 

Fun in the sun 
 

Enjoy some summer-themed laughter while 
you lounge! 
 

Seen on a church sign (and appropriate for 
grilling season): “God doesn’t make misteaks.” 
Person approaching a shoreline: “Is this river 
any good for fish?” Response: “It must be. I 
can’t get any of them to leave it.” 
 

Q: Why do people go to church in the sum-
mer? A: It’s prayer-conditioned! 
 

Q: Why was it so hot in the stadium after the 
game? A: All the fans left. 
 

Q: While hiking, how can you identify a dog-
wood tree? A: By its bark. 
 

Q: What do sheep 

have on sunny 

days?  

A: A baa-baa-cue! 

Legacy Fund 

 St. Paul’s is fortunate and blessed to have received 

generous gifts from members past and present over 

the last few years. Careful prayer and discernment 

has led Council to explore the establishment of a 

framework to enable us to continue and enhance 

our vital ministries. A legacy fund would enable 

opportunities to provide more outreach and pro-

gramming, as well as serving as a safety net to en-

sure the important witness of this church will con-

tinue for generations to come. 

 The Legacy Fund Task Group (selected by Coun-

cil) invites you to share your thoughts and ideas 

with them. Members include Karen Addleman, Pas-

tor Matt Deal, John Geary, Jonathan Hillegas, Dave 

Neimiller, Barb Stutzman, and Craig Weaver. 
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