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Lent Is Just Around the Corner  
 Ash Wednesday is March 6, 2019  

 
This holy time reminds us of Christ’s loving 
acts that lead up to his suffering, death, and 
resurrection.  Over the next couple of months a 
number of events and devotionals will be of-
fered to assist you during your Lenten faith 
journey.  The journey begins on Ash Wednes-
day, March 6th.  Worship will begin at 7:00pm 
and will include the imposition of ashes. 

   St. Paul’s Team for the Daily American Challenge 
 
It’s that time again—time to get off the couch and get moving!  Join St. Paul’s Daily American 
Challenge Team.  The "fitness challenge" portion of the program begins at the beginning of Febru-
ary and ends at the end of April.  During the fitness challenge each team member logs his/her 
starting weight (on February 3rd) and exercise (walking, biking, exercise videos, etc.) miles/hours 
each day through April 27th.  On April 27th each team member takes his/her final weight and tallies 
up total exercise miles/hours.  FYI...you never have to report your weight, just weight lost--the be-
ginning weight and ending weight are recorded on your own personal log that helps you keep 
track of things and you don't turn it in!  You and our team will get points for each pound lost and 
mile/hour exercised.  The race portion of the event will be held on the morning of June 8th.  Partici-
pants have the option of running 5K or 10K or walking 5K.  You are welcome to participate in the 
fitness challenge only, the race only, or both the challenge and the race.  The registration fee is 
$20 and includes a t-shirt.  If you’re interested in participating, please see Amanda for a registra-
tion form or for more information. 

February ’s Mission Offering The Good Samaritan Fund   
 

Throughout the year our church serves the needs of the poor and transients in our community 
through providing temporary lodging, food, eviction prevention, emergency funding for medical as-
sistance, and heating assistance.  St. Paul’s Good Samaritan Fund helps to make this important 
ministry possible.  Thanks to your generosity, we’ve been able to better live out Christ’s com-

mandment to love God and neighbor.  We’ve been able to heal, shelter, feed, and give hope to 

countless neighbors.    



2 

 Our Common Devotion:                                             

“What the World Needs Now…” 
 

Once upon a time, not so long ago, Valentine’s Day 

was more than just a nice Hallmark holiday.  Long 

before the sappy cards, the boxes of chocolates, and 

even the red roses, Valentine’s Day represented a 

kind of love that went much deeper than material 

possessions.   

 

There are various words that are used to describe 

love in the New Testament.  Agape is the Greek 

word that represents the kind of Christ-like love to 

which we are called.  Agape love is sacrificial and 

unconditional.  There’s nothing you can do to earn 

that love and it is difficult to forfeit relationships 

that are built on Christ-like (agape) love.   

 

Loving God, thank you for loving me... even during 

my most unlovable moments.  Open my Spirit to 

your presence so that I may be more like Jesus in 

how I love others.  Please be with the relationships 

that I cherish the most, and I pray that you would 

help me with the difficult people and relationships 

in my life (Name those petitions).  Grant me your 

strength and guidance to love as Christ first loved 

us.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear St. Paul’s Family, 

 

“Jesus Is Lord” 

 

The simple statement, Jesus is Lord, is the most ancient 

creed in Christianity.  It’s simple to remember, yet pro-

found and provocative.  The early Christians who dared 

to utter these three words were taking a daring stand.  

Jesus, not the Roman Emperor, was the true ruler and 

power in the world.  They were pledging their alle-

giance and lives to Jesus Christ, not to the man who 

commanded the most powerful army and economy in 

the ancient world.  Those who stood by the ancient 

creed of Jesus is Lord were not only making a powerful 

theological statement, but also taking a stand that in 

some cases would be costly to their physical well-

being.  Caesar fancied himself lord, so he didn’t take 

kindly to such competition.  Despite threats to their 

well being and very existence, members of the early 

church persisted in their deeply held belief that Jesus 

was the ultimate power in their lives. 

 

Jesus is still Lord.  We need to remind ourselves of 

that, especially as we live each day confronted with a 

legion of things that compete for our time and atten-

tion.  The challenges we face each day are really not 

the ultimate powers in our lives.  Whether we are fac-

ing personal challenges like the plague of being over 

scheduled and over stimulated, the lack of financial 

resources, or threats to our health, the ancient creed is 

powerful.  Jesus is Lord and all else is secondary. 

 

The Lordship of Jesus extends beyond the personal and 

to the powers and principalities of the world.  Alle-

giance to Christ’s mission of love is the cure for the 

powerful forces that divide God’s children.  In Christ 

the toxic forces of racism, nationalism, tribalism, and 

xenophobia are stripped of their power and placed into 

proper perspective, as fearful devices used to exploit 

and oppress others.  Jesus as Lord is transformative, in 

that fear is replaced with hope, hate with love, and 

death with resurrection.   

 

May you sense Christ’s presence as you live each day 

and may the Holy Spirit guide you as you choose to 

follow the Lord’s path. 

 

Blessings on your journey, 

 

Pastor Matt  

 

Got love? 
 
Love asks nothing in return but seeks those 
who need it. And who needs our love 
more than those who are consumed with ha-
tred and are utterly devoid of love? 

—Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
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“Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

and all people shall see it together, for the mouth 

of the LORD has spoken.”  Isaiah 40:5 

 

The Lord, our God, speaks through our worship 

time together.  Join us in worship in this season of 

Epiphany as we celebrate Christ at work in our 

church and world.  Come and listen to God’s word 

spoken through scripture, song, and word.   

 

There are many New Year’s resolutions that you 

can make…how about making time for worship and 

personal devotion one of yours?     

 

I’ll see you in worship! 

Pastor Matt 

Worship begins at 9:30              

   Sunday school at 10:45 

February 3:  Theme for the week:  Prophet on the 

Edge 

The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

 

Scripture readings for the week  

Old Testament: Jeremiah 1:4-10 

Psalter:  Psalm 71:1-6 

Gospel:  Luke 4:21-30 

Epistle:  1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

  

February 10:  Theme for the week:  A Surprising 

Catch 

The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 

 

Scripture readings for the week   

Old Testament:  Isaiah 6:1-8 

Psalter:  Psalm 138 

Gospel:  Luke 5:1-11 

New Testament:  1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

 

February 17:  Theme for the week:  Surprising 

Teaching 

The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 

 

Scripture readings for the week   

Old Testament: Jeremiah 17:5-10 

Psalter:  Psalm 1 

Gospel:  Luke 6:17-26 

Epistle:  1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

 

February 24:  Theme for the week:  Love Your Ene-

mies 

The Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany 

 

Scripture readings for the week   

Old Testament:  Genesis 45:3-11, 15 

Psalter: Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 

Gospel:  Luke 6:27-38 

Epistle:  1 Corinthians 15:35-58, 42-50 

 

Winter at St. Paul’s 

We have a long tradition of being open all the 

time!  Whether it is sheltering the homeless or for 

those who just need a place for some solitude, the 

church is always open. 

Our inclement weather policy is that we will wor-

ship whenever two or three are gathered. However, 

we ask that you use your judgement when ventur-

ing out in bad weather.  We'd love for you to wor-

ship with us, but rather you'd be safe than end up 

in the hospital.  Regular Sunday worship begins at 

9:30am, followed by Sunday school at 10:45am. 

Tuesday Bible Study:  Bible Study will be can-

celled anytime the Somerset Area School District 

is cancelled or delayed. 

We will endeavor to keep our website updated 

with recent sermons and devotional materials so 

that your spirit may be warmed even during our 

blustery Somerset County winter.   
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Stuck on repeat? 
 
In Groundhog Day, Bill Murray is doomed to re-
peat the same day over and over. For Chris-
tians, the “sin cycle” is similar: mess up, repent, 
resolve to do better — and fail yet again, often 
in the exact same ways. 
 
That movie is really about grace, contends Mark 
Lockard. “We fail in small ways … and in tragic 
ways,” he writes on MinistryMatters.com. 
“Sometimes I think it would be nice to be able to 
hit repeat and try again the next day, to aim for 
perfection, to be the saintly Phil Connors we see 
at movie’s end. But that takes away the sponta-
neity of the new day, the challenge of being 
more Christ-like despite a brand new set of cir-
cumstances.”  

I surrender! 
 

Everybody eventually surrenders to something 
or someone. If not to God, you will surrender 
to the opinions or expectations of others, to 
money, to resentment, to fear or to your own 
pride, lusts or ego. You were designed to wor-
ship God — and if you fail to worship him, you 
will create other things (idols) to give your life 
to.  
 
You are free to choose what you surrender to, 
but you are not free from the consequences of 
that choice. E. Stanley Jones said, “If you 
don’t surrender to Christ, you surrender to 
chaos.” 

—Rick Warren,  
The Purpose-Driven Life 

 

Ripples of kindness 
 
“I drop kindness pebbles in still water every day, and I watch the effect they have on other peo-
ple’s lives. My favorite kindness pebbles are compliments. Drop a compliment and watch the rip-
ple effect that it has in your life.”  
 
Remarkably, these cheery words come from a father who has faced many dark, difficult days. In 6 
Minutes Wrestling With Life, John Passaro tells of his daughter’s heart-wrenching battle with men-
ingitis. The struggles didn’t make him bitter; rather, he frequently offers uplifting words on social 
media. 
 
What if we followed Passaro’s example and complimented people regularly? Philippians 4:8 (NIV) 
instructs us to think about things that are noble, lovely, admirable, excellent and praiseworthy. By 
extension, turning those positive thoughts into words causes “kindness pebbles” to spread God’s 
light in ripples throughout someone’s day — and, doubtless, through ours. 
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Emailing the church and Pastor 

Matt:  If you need to email the pastor or the church, 
please direct your email to jmdeal@gmail.com 
 

The church office email is 
 stpaulsuccoffice1@gmail.com 

 

Transportation Assistance:  If you, or 

someone you know, needs a ride to church or any 
church-related event, please contact the church 
office, 445-4534. 

Book of Remembrance forms are in 

the literature rack in the narthex.  If you wish to 
give a gift in memory of or in honor of a loved 
one, please use this form.  You can place it in 
your offering envelope along with your mone-
tary gift or you can bring it to the office.  We 
save these forms for documentation until the 
Book of Remembrance is published in the 
newsletter twice a year.   
 

Bible Study: Bible Studies following worship 

themes will be held on Tuesdays at 10:00am.  
 

The Men’s Brotherhood will meet on Sat-

urday, March 9th at 8:00am at King’s Restau-
rant 

February Greeters & Ushers Schedule 
 

February 3:  Communion By Intinction: Pete 
Hauger--Chair, Candy Christner--Elder, Brad 
Conn, Carrie Conn 
February 10: Mike Stutzman--Chair, Barb Stutz-
man, Paige Housley, Luke Housley 
February 17: Peg Roy—Chair, Isabel Shumaker, 
Judy Emerick, Amy Marteeny 
February 24: Jenn Boland--Chair, Emily Korns, 
Kristen Mumau, Emma Mumau 
 

February Meetings at a Glance  

Thursday, February 7th:  Care Team, 1:00pm, CE 
Room, Spiritual Life & Evangelism, 7pm, CE 
Room 

Tuesday, February 12th:  Insurance Review, 3pm, 
CE Room 

Wednesday, February 13th:  Stewardship Team, 
2:30pm, Library Extension 

Thursday, February 14th:  Investment Committee, 
7pm, CE Room 

Tuesday February 19th:  Church Council, 7pm, CE 
Room 

New Member Sunday  
 

We will be welcoming new members into 
our church family during worship on 
Sunday, February 24th.  Please speak 
to Pastor Matt if you’d like to be part of 
the new member group.   

Affectionately yours 
  
St. Valentine, a Roman priest, was martyred in 
270 A.D. for loving Jesus. Some sources say 
he performed weddings after the emperor 
banned them; others say he rescued Chris-
tians from Roman prisons. Two centuries later, 
the pope declared February 14 St. Valentine’s 
Day. 
 
According to legend, the priest signed his let-
ters “Your Valentine.” Later, Christians fol-
lowed suit to honor him. By the mid-1700s, 
friends and sweethearts exchanged heart-
shaped trinkets or sent handwritten notes of 
affection on February 14. 

mailto:jmdeal@gmail.com--Thanks
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Pause for Persons, is a brief social /refreshment 
time between  the worship service and Sunday 
School designed to bring together members, visi-
tors, and children to continue worshipping in a 
more casual environment.  This worship time al-
lows people to catch up with one another while 
offering a light snack to keep them going until 
lunch.   
 
This worthwhile and much appreciated “worship 
time” is important to the church and is a reminder 
that the church family is here for you.  This brief 
social event allows you to make new friends, 
catch up with people you may not have seen in a 
while, congratulate them on a success, console 
them in their time of need,  and just get to know 
people you may see on Sundays sitting in the 
pew behind you.     
 
Everyone is encouraged to join in on the fun of 
Pause for Persons after worship between 
10:30—10:50.  The weekly refreshments are pro-
vided by individuals/families each Sunday.  Paper 
plates, cups, napkins, coffee, cold drinks are all 
provided by the church.  Platters, baskets, and 
dishes for the refreshments are available in the 
kitchen for use.   
 
The church needs your help.  There are 52 
weeks in a year, therefore we need about 50 
people from the church to sign up for one of 
those 52 weeks to provide the LIGHT refresh-
ments.  Without your help, this very important so-
cial time would not be possible.  Please take a 
moment to look at the sign up sheet located in 
the Fellowship Hall and sign up for a week.  As-
sistance is always available if you have never 
volunteered before, or if you would like to have 
someone help you get set up or even provide 1/2 
of the snack.  Please contact Sally McClintock at 
279-1173 to sign up or ask for assistance.    

The church as mosaic  
 

A mosaic consists of thousands of little 
stones. Some are blue, some are green, 
some are yellow, some are gold. When we 
bring our faces close to the mosaic, we can 
admire the beauty of each stone. But as we 
step back from it, we can see that all these 
little stones reveal to us a beautiful picture, 
telling a story none of these stones can tell by 
itself. 
 
That is what our life in [the church] is about. 
Each of us is like a little stone, but together 
we reveal the face of God to the world. No-
body can say: “I make God visible.” But oth-
ers who see us together can say: “They make 
God visible.” [Christian] community is where 
humility and glory touch. 

—Henri J.M. Nouwen 
 

Christian Symbol 
 

CHI RHO — “Chi” and “rho” are the first two letters 
in the Greek spelling for Christ (XPICTOC, pro-
nounced “Christos”). The blending of these two 
letters into one symbol formed a “sacred mono-
gram.” Early Christians created many such sym-
bols as codes to indicate their discipleship while 
avoiding detection by Roman persecutors. Many 
variations of the Chi Rho symbol exist, incorporat-
ing a cross, a shepherd’s crook, the Greek letters 

alpha and omega, an anchor and other images. 
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