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November’s Mission Offering is the Salvation Army 
 
St. Paul's Mission partner for November is the Somerset chapter of the Salvation Army.  The Sal-
vation Army was established as an evangelical part of the universal Christian Church in 1865.  To-
day they provide services to 30 million Americans each year and support an international move-
ment.  Their stated mission is to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet human need in His 
name without discrimination.  Of each dollar donated $.82 goes to provide services such as food, 
clothing and shelter to those in need, provide disaster relief, assist people with disabilities, and 
reach out to the elderly and ill.  
  
The end of the year is a particularly busy for the local Salvation Army.  They provide winter coats 
for children in need, provide a homemade Thanksgiving dinners for people who are alone or can't 
afford a meal on Thanksgiving Day, collect and distribute toys and gifts for children in need, and 
collect money for their many mission projects that take place throughout the year.  Members of St. 
Paul's have supported our local Salvation Army with monetary gifts, as well as hosting the Thanks-
giving dinner, providing volunteers to prepare and serve the Thanksgiving meal and ring the 
bells in front of local businesses to raise fund.  Our congregation also donates 50+ gifts to help 
needy children have a brighter Christmas. 
 
Here are ways you can help in November and December 
 
• The Salvation Army Thanksgiving Dinner.  Join us in preparing for the dinner at 1:30pm, Tues-

day, November 20th or in serving the meal on Thanksgiving Day. 
• Salvation Army Kettle Bell Ringing for St. Paul’s UCC.  We will ring the bells on Saturday, No-

vember 24th.  Please sign up for a time!  The sign up sheet is on the table in the back of the 
Sanctuary.     

• Our Annual Thank Offering:  Bring non-perishable food items to worship on Sunday, November 
18th for our annual Thank Offering.  Your donations will be given to the Salvation Army Emer-
gency Food Pantry and the Somerset Area Food Pantry.  Items that are especially needed:  
Peanut Butter, Jelly, Soup, Canned Tuna, Spaghetti & Sauce 

 

Harvest Home Sunday 
We will be celebrating Thanksgiving during worship on Sunday, November 18th.  You are invited 
to bring non-perishable food items for our annual Thank Offering.  Our donations will help to sup-
port the work of the Salvation Army and Somerset Area food pantry. 
 
Annual Congregational Meeting:  Members of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ will meet fol-
lowing worship on Sunday, December 9th for their annual Congregational Meeting.  Agenda items 
include approval of the 2019 budget and the election of new council members.  
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 Dear St. Paul’s Family, 
 
Remembering is one of the great acts that shapes 
us and gives us meaning.  “Remember who you 
are and where you came from” was the message 
that my parents instilled in me as I left home for 
college.  Remembering gives us a sense of place 
having reflected on the ground we’ve traveled and 
the people we’ve met along the way.  Remember-
ing is also an act of faith.  “This, do is remem-
brance of me” Jesus told his disciples when he 
gave them their first Communion.  “Remember, I 
will be with you to the end of the age.” Jesus told 
his disciples before he ascended into heaven.  
Remembering challenges and comforts us to hold 
on to hope in the midst of adversity and trial.  Re-
member.   
 
A day I won’t soon forget is Saturday, October 27, 
2018.  That’s the day when three year old Nora 
Grace Kaufman’s life of light was celebrated at a 
memorial service in her honor.  Love and light 
seeped out of the large tent that was shielding us 
from the elements.  It wasn’t long after I got home 
that I learned about more loss, but not the kind 
grounded in loving support of a departed child’s 
family, but loss rooted in hate.  Eleven lives came 
to a violent end as they were remembering their 
faith by naming a beloved child of God.  The gun-
man wanted to kill Jews and did so at the Tree of 
Life Synagogue in Squirrel Hill.  Remember. 
 
It’s a good thing we can remember because if we 
couldn’t we would be deprived of the history and 
context that can help us cope with horrible events 
like the synagogue shooting.  We remember who 
we are and where we came from.  We remember 
that we have the personal and communal scars of 
past wounds, so we remember how to heal.  We 
remember that we’re not alone in this; that a great 
cloud of witnesses surrounds us in our anger and 
grief and that the Lord himself is with us until the 
end of the age.  We remember the saving acts of 
God, that even in the midst of the darkness of 
hate, violence, and death that God dares to resur-
rect love and life.   
 
Remember where who you are and where you 
came from.  That’s good grounding advice.  I’d 
add one more.  Remember to whom you belong.  
You come from and belong to God.  That’s great 

comfort to those who suffer, grieve, and mourn.  
It’s also a challenge for those of us who are 
tempted be spiteful and hateful.  The hateful-
ness of antisemitism, racism, and xenophobia 
are not from God.  In other words, you can’t love 
God and hate your neighbor.  In the weeks and 
months ahead let us remember.  Let us remem-
ber that we belong to something so much bigger 
than ourselves, our family, or our community.  
We belong to God’s family.  Let us carefully con-
sider how our words and actions can wound or 
heal.  Let us make full use of God’s wisdom and 
grace in our interactions with others.  May the 
love of God bind us together, making friends 
from enemies and family from strangers. 
 
Blessings for your journey, 
 
Pastor Matt 

Lifelong saints 
 

Rather than limit the celebration of saints to 
one Sunday, some churches now observe a 
Season of Saints from World Communion 
Sunday (the first Sunday in October) to All 
Saints’ Sunday (the first Sunday in Novem-
ber). 
 
Saints aren’t merely exceptional Christians, 
writes worship director Taylor Burton-
Edwards. Instead, they’re simply believers, all 
of whom are undergoing a lifetime of transfor-
mation into Christ’s own people.  
 
Pointing to a saint-themed hymn by Charles 
Wesley, Burton-Edwards notes that the lyrics 
are intended to be an “anthem for a lifetime,” 
not a once-yearly occasion. 
 

Come, let us join our friends above  
who have obtained the prize,  
and on the eagle wings of love  
to joys celestial rise.  
Let saints on earth unite to sing 
with those to glory gone,  
for all the servants of our King  
in earth and heaven are one.  
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God speaks to us through our worship time 
together.  The season of Pentecost gives us 
the opportunity to discern the ways in which 
God is calling us to a life of growth and vitali-
ty.  We are truly partners in Christ’s saving 
work, so let us make regular worship a part 
of our discernment process.   
 
Take some time to worship God in your own 
personal devotion.  Below are the scripture 
lessons for the upcoming weeks.  Read and 
think about them prior to Sunday, as your 
own personal worship time.   
 
I’ll see you in worship! 
Pastor Matt 

Worship begins at 9:30              

   Sunday school at 10:45 

November 4:  Theme for the week:  Not Far 
From the Kingdom 
The Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
All Saints’ Sunday 
 
Scripture readings for the week  
Old Testament:  Ruth 1:1-8 
Psalter:  Psalm 146 
Gospel:  Mark 12:28-34 
Epistle:  Hebrews 9:11-14 
  
November 11:  Theme for the week:  Risk and 
Restoration 
The Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Scripture readings for the week   
Old Testament:  Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 
Psalter: Psalm 127 
Gospel:  Mark 12:38-44 
Epistle:  Hebrews 9:24-28 
 
November 18:  Theme for the week:  Praise the 
Holy One 
The Twenty-sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Scripture readings for the week   
Old Testament:  1 Samuel 1:4-20 
Psalter:  Psalm  16 
Gospel:  Mark 13:1-8 
Epistle:  Hebrews 10:11-25 
 
November 25:  Theme for the week: A Wise 
Reign 
The Twenty-seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Christ the King Sunday 
 
Scripture readings for the week   
Old Testament:  2 Samuel 23:1-7 
Psalter: Psalm 16 
Gospel:  John 18:33-37 
Epistle:  Revelation 1:4b-8 

What Shall We Bring?                                                     
November is Stewardship Awareness Month 

 
Budgets, finance reports, and balance sheets 
aren’t the most interesting things in the world.  The 
really eye-opening thing is that the numbers on 
those reports are not just facts and figures that re-
flect giving and expenses, but our commitment to 
ministry.   
 
Budget time is upon us as we prepare for the up-
coming congregational meeting on Sunday, De-
cember 9, 2018.  What Shall We Bring? is the 
theme of this year’s stewardship campaign.  
Throughout the next month you will have an a 
number of opportunities to learn about how the 
math of the budget reflects our commitment to do-
ing God’s work in our world.  Please take a mo-
ment to review the resources that will be included 
in worship bulletins and in 
an all church mailing.  
These documents bear 
witness to our shared 
ministry together on 
Christ’s behalf in our com-
munity and beyond.   
 
—Pastor Matt 

AED is Now Available 
The church now has available an 
on-site Automated External De-
fibrillator (AED).  The AED will be 
mounted on the wall in the 
church office and available during 
office hours and church events. 
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The Happiness Advantage book study 
 

We are pleased to be partnering with Somerset 
Trust Company in an exciting discussion group 
study of happiness.  Henry Cook, a life-long mem-
ber of St. Paul’s, and his team at Somerset Trust 
will lead us in a two session discussion of the New 
York Times bestselling book The Happiness Ad-
vantage.  Shawn Achor, a Harvard Psychologist 
and the book’s author has spent years studying 
happiness and how happy people are more suc-
cessful and productive in their personal lives and at 
work.  We will be discussing the Seven Principles 
of Positive Psychology that Achor has identified as 
keys to happiness.   
 
Here’s what others are saying about the book: 

 
“Shawn Achor is funny, self-deprecating, and 
devastating to my notions of what his field is 
all about…I’m butter to his knife.”  —Boston 
Globe 
 
“Achor bases his training on a burgeoning 
body of research on the positive psychology 
movement, which emphasized instilling resili-
ency and positive attitudes.”  —Wall Street 
Journal 

 
Those who are interested in participating in the 
group should place their names on the sign up 
sheet in the back of the Sanctuary.  Books are also 
available if you’d like to borrow one.  Please sign 
up and indicate if you’ve borrowed a book.  The 
books will be with the sign up sheet.   
 
We will spend the rest of November and December 
reading the book and meet for the discussion ses-
sions in January.   

Scheduled for November 11th 
We are very excited to announce that our first 
Children’s Church service will be on Sunday No-
vember 11th!  Children’s Church is for kids 5 
years-old through 5th grade.  Participants will 
begin worship in the Sanctuary with their parents 
or guardians and will leave for Children’s Church 
following the Time for Children.  They will con-
clude their time at the close of the regular wor-
ship service.  The children can be picked up out-
side of the CE Room. 
 
What is Children’s Church? 
It’s a brand new worship opportunity for some of 
our youngest church family members.  Children’s 
Church will engage kids in worship at their level 
while also keeping a common worship theme 
with the regular worship service.  This will give 
children the opportunity to worship God at an 
age appropriate level and also engage with par-
ents and guardians around the shared theme 
between the two services.   
 
The Children’s Church worship space will be set 
up in the CE Room at the end of the hallway in 
the education wing.  We would appreciate pray-
ers and volunteers to help us as we get this new 
ministry up and running.  Adults and youth are 
needed to help lead each service and provide 
programming support as we prepare each week.  
Please speak with our Children’s Church Coordi-
nator Jenn Boland or Pastor Matt if you’d like to 
help.  Both can be reached through calling the 
church, 814-445-4534.  

The genius of generosity 
 

Kansas pastor Jack Wellman has been credited with the insight that “there is a certain genius in generosity.” He 
explains that when we open our hands — figuratively speaking — to allow something to pass through our fin-
gers, rather than holding it with tightly clenched fists, God can give us new blessings. 
 
“God cannot pour more into hands that are already clinging tightly to what they hold,” says Wellman. Whether 
material goods or time, ideas or talents, money or energy, the gifts God has given us so generously are to be 
shared just as freely with others. With our hands continually open to receive, give and receive again, God’s ge-
nius cycle of generosity goes on and on.  
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Emailing the church and Pastor 

Matt:  If you need to email the pastor or the church, 
please direct your email to jmdeal@gmail.com 
 

The church office email is 

 stpaulsuccoffice1@gmail.com 
 

Transportation Assistance:  If you, or 
someone you know, needs a ride to church or any 
church-related event, please contact the church 
office, 445-4534. 

Book of Remembrance forms are in 
the literature rack in the narthex.  If you wish to 
give a gift in memory of or in honor of a loved 
one, please use this form.  You can place it in 
your offering envelope along with your mone-
tary gift or you can bring it to the office.  We 
save these forms for documentation until the 
Book of Remembrance is published in the 
newsletter twice a year.   
 

Bible Study: Bible Studies following worship 
themes will be held on Tuesdays at 10:00am.  
 

The Men’s Brotherhood:  The men’s 
brotherhood will meet for breakfast on Satur-
day, November 3rd at 8:00am at King’s Res-
taurant.  All men of the church are invited to 
attend!   

Greeters & Ushers for November 
 
November 4: Communion by Intinction:   Harold 
Wahl—Elder, Sally Wahl, Mark Marteeny 
November 11:  Sally McClintock—Chair, Mike 
Boyer, Henry Cook, Sue Willison 
November 18: Karen Addleman—Chair, Sienna 
Ash, Ken Shaffer, Donna Phillippi 
November 25: Michelle Sredy—Chair, Dan Funk, 
Josh Brumbaugh, Angie Richards 
 

November’s Meetings at a Glance  

Thursday, November 1st:  Care Team, 1:00pm, 
CE Room 

Saturday, November 3rd:  Men’s Brotherhood, 
8:00am, King’s Restaurant 

Wednesday, November 7th:  Stewardship Team, 
1:00pm, Library 

Thursday, November 8th:  Youth Game Night, 
7:00pm, Kitchen 

Monday, November 12th:  Women’s Fellowship, 
LADIES’ NIGHT OUT! 6:00pm, The Pine Grill 

Thursday, November 15th:  Spiritual Life Team, 
7:00pm, CE Room 

Tuesday, November 20th:  Youth Breakfast, 
6:15am, Summit Diner; Church Council, 7:00pm in 
the CE Room 

 

Upcoming Children’s & Youth Choir                              
Worship Service Appearances 

 
Sunday, November 11th— A special Veteran’s 
Day Tribute 
 
The Children’s & Youth Christmas Musical:                    
Saturday, December 15th at 7:30pm and Sunday, 
December 16th at 9:30am in Fellowship Hall 

Youth Group 
Game Night                                      
& Build Your Own 

Pizza 

 
Youth members 

are invited to gather Thursday, November 8th 
at 7pm in Fellowship Hall for their monthly 
game night.  We will kick off the night with a 
build your own pizza bake.  Please bring your 
appetites and RSVP to Pastor Matt by Tues-
day if you can attend. 

The Confirmation Class will meet on 
Sunday, November 11th to help make 
candy.  We will gather in the kitchen 
after church.    
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