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Children’s Church 
 
In October a new program will be launched to enrich the Sunday morning worship experience for 
the children who are part of our church family.  Children’s Church will be offered concurrently with 
the regular worship service and is open to children four years of age to fifth grade.   
 

Here’s how it works.  Children will begin worship with 
their families in the regular worship service.  Following 
children’s time, they will leave the Sanctuary guided by 
the Children’s Church worship leaders for the day.  The 
current Christian Education Room (located at the end of 
the hallway in the Christian Ed. wing) will be transformed 
into the Children’s Chruch worship space.  The worship 
experience in Children’s Church will be much like the 
regular service, complete with songs, prayers, music, the 
message, and an offering.  The significant difference is 
that all of these worship movements will be geared to the 
children’s learning ability and maturity level.  At the con-
clusion of Children’s Church, the kids will be given a 
snack (their own Pause for Persons, minus the coffee!) 
and then will go to their Sunday School Classes. 

 
Jenn Boland has agreed to help direct Children’s Church.  She will be assisting Pastor Matt in re-
cruiting helpers and crafting the services.  We are in need of adults and youth to help lead the Chil-
dren’s Church services, so if you have a passion for children and would like to help them worship 
God, please speak to Jenn or Pastor Matt. 

 

Shellenberger Park Work Continues 
 
Despite a wetter than usual summer, the im-
provements at Shellenberger Park enter the 
final phase.  The new playground equipment 
was installed in July, complete with a new 
play set, rubber mulch, and concrete steps 
leading to the play area.  As I write this up-
date, a new pavilion in the lower corner of 
the park is nearing completion.  Landscaping 
and yard repair will round out the park im-
provements once the work on the pavilion is 
finished.   
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 A Letter from Pastor Matt 
 
The gospel of Matthew closes with these words 
from Jesus: “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. Go therefore and make dis-
ciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you. And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age. (Matthew 28:18b-
20).”  This great commission by Jesus was not 
meant only for the disciples who were with him 
before he ascended into heaven, but is for us to-
day.  We modern-day followers of Jesus continue 
the same ministry that was begun with the likes of 
Peter, Andrew, James, John, and the other eight 
original apostles.  Jesus’ commissioning to them 
is our commissioning:  to go, baptize, teach, obey, 
and remember.   
 
There are few other movements or organizations 
in humanity that have such ancient ties as our 
shared oneness and purpose as members of 
Christ’s body, the church.  As such, to this very 
moment, we continue to pray, vision, and imagine 
how we can better make disciples.  We find our-
selves being co-ministers with Jesus in the saving 
work that is inviting others into the midst of the 
gracious and loving community that is the Body of 
Christ.   
 
The changing of the calendar from August to Sep-
tember brings about a new season of growth and 
learning in the church.  It’s our opportunity as dis-
ciples to go, learn, teach, and obey.  Sunday 
School resumes on Sunday, September 9th.  All 
classes will return to meeting during the traditional 
time slot following Pause for Persons.  Tuesday 
morning Bible Studies continue at 10:00am in Sa-
lem Chapel.  The Youth Group resumes with a 
game night on Thursday, September 13th at 
7:00pm in Fellowship Hall.  Bible Brew continues 
to meet monthly.  This month we will gather on 
Thursday, September 20th at 6:30pm at the home 
of Denise and Craig Weaver, 389 Stepping Stone 
Rd, Somerset. 
 
I’m extremely excited about a new program that 
we are looking to launch in October.  “Children’s 
Church” is a worship experience that we are pre-

paring to offer children ages 4 years old to 5th 
grade.  Kids will begin worship with their parents 
in the Sanctuary and will then leave following 
the children’s sermon for Children’s Church.  
Their worship experience will coincide with the 
themes and scriptures in the regular service, but 
the parts of worship will be geared to speak to 
children, utilizing hands-on, creative, and inter-
active ways of worshipping God.  We hope to 
launch Children’s Church on Sunday, October 
14th.  
 
The church’s success has always rested on 
common, ordinary people saying yes to the call 
to minister to one another.  Whether you are al-
ready involved in one of our programs as a lead-
er or participant, my hope is that you will contin-
ue to grow as disciples in your understanding of 
your faith and the importance of our shared wit-
ness as the church.  I look forward to us growing 
together as a community over the next few 
months.  Surely, as we live out Christ’s great 
commissioning we will be guided by his prom-
ised presence, even to the end of the age! 
 
Blessings, Pastor Matt 
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God speaks to us through our worship time 
together.  The season of Pentecost gives us 
the opportunity to discern the ways in which 
God is calling us to a life of growth and vitali-
ty.  We are truly partners in Christ’s saving 
work, so let us make regular worship a part 
of our discernment process.   
 
Take some time to worship God in your own 
personal devotion.  Below are the scripture 
lessons for the upcoming weeks.  Read and 
think about them prior to Sunday, as your 
own personal worship time.   
 
I’ll see you in worship!   
Pastor Matt 

Worship begins at 9:30              

   Sunday school at 10:45 

 

September 2:  Theme for the week:  Be Love 
The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Scripture readings for the week   
Old Testament:  Song of Solomon 2:8-13 
Psalter: Psalm 15 
Gospel:  Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
Epistle:  James 1:17-27 
  
September 9:  Theme for the week:  Be Opened 
The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Rally Day--Sunday School Resumes 
 
Scripture readings for the week  
Old Testament:  Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 
Psalter:  Psalm 125 
Gospel:  Mark 7:24-37 
Epistle:  James 2:1-17 
 
 
September 16:  Theme for the week:  Who Are 
You Jesus? 
The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Scripture readings for the week   
Old Testament:  Proverbs 1:20-33 
Psalter: Psalm 19 
Gospel:  Mark 8:27-38 
Epistle:  James 3:1-12 
 
September 23:  Theme for the week: First in 
Caring 
The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Scripture readings for the week   
Old Testament:  Proverbs 31:10-31 
Psalter:  Psalm  1 
Gospel:  Mark 9:30-37 
Epistle:  James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 
 
 
September 30:  Theme for the week: Courage 
for Community 
The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Scripture readings for the week   
Old Testament:  Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 
Psalter: Psalm 124 
Gospel:  Mark 9:38-50 
Epistle:  James 5:13-20 

Will heaven be boring? 
 

As a youngster, I imagined heaven as a big, dim 
room with thick carpet and worried that filling an 
eternity of days would be boring. I never dreamed 
anyone shared that concern until I read Sam 
Storms’ words: “Heaven is not one grand, momen-
tary flash of excitement followed by an eternity of 
boredom” (One Thing). 
 
So, what is heaven like? Scripture offers only a few 
intriguing glimpses: Ezekiel’s vision of four fiery 
creatures and the hem of God’s garment gleaming 
in rainbow light; Jesus’ parable of the rich man and 
Lazarus, depicting heaven within shouting distance 
of Hades; Jesus’ mention of many rooms in his Fa-
ther’s house; Stephen seeing Jesus at God’s right 
hand; John of Patmos’ view of the new Jerusalem, 
descending from God. 
 
We can’t know exactly what heaven looks like — or 
how we’ll fill all our “free time”! (Doubtless, worship 
around God’s throne will be a big and joyous part.) 
But we know there will be no hunger, thirst, tears, 
death or pain (see Revelation 7, 21 and 22). All 
peoples and languages will be included, with heal-
ing for all nations. “There will be a new episode of 
divine grace every day!” Storms writes. Most im-
portantly, Jesus will be there — the Lamb of God, 
our Shepherd, sheltering us with his presence. For 
now, that’s all we need to know. 
—Heidi Mann  
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Mission Remains Strong at St. Paul’s UCC 
 

It has been an honor being your pastor!  Over the last 3 months, we’ve engaged in 3 significant 
missions that have enriched the lives of countless families and individuals.  In June, we hosted the 
annual Community Vacation Bible School.  Approximately 60 children and 40 youth and adult vol-
unteers worshipped, learned, and fellowshipped together.  Our 3 partner churches (St. Francis in 
the Fields, Somerset Church of the Brethren, and St. Paul’s UCC) raised over $1,100 for our mis-
sion partner Camp PARC. 
 
Eight members of our youth group travelled to the Eastern Regional Youth Event in mid July.  
Thanks to your generosity we were not only able to send our youth, but also be a key event spon-
sor.  This was a big deal since our conference, the Penn West Conference, was the host confer-
ence, holding the event at California University of Pennsylvania.   
 
We opened our doors last weekend to host the Dressed Homecoming shopping event.  Dressed, 
an organization founded by St. Paul’s members, Laura & Abby Bowers and Rebecca & Sam Miller 
makes available formal dresses and accessories to youth in the county.  Participants are mentored 
through the process by a number of volunteers who help them select a dress and complimentary 
accessories.  To date, Dressed has helped to outfit hundreds of girls, making homecoming and 
prom much more affordable for everyone.   
 
I am so proud of the people who have helped to make ministry happen this summer!  Your hard 
work and caring have certainly made a difference in our community and world!  —Pastor Matt  

A Note of Thanks From Anna Geary,                             

Summer Ministry Intern 

 

I would like to thank everyone at St. Paul’s 

for allowing me the opportunity to learn and 

grow with all of 

you over the sum-

mer. During my 

time I experienced 

doing pastoral care 

visits, writing lit-

urgy and sermons, 

participating in 

worship, small 

group events, put-

ting together a 

fundraiser event, 

and everything in 

between. I am so blessed to serve a wonder-

ful and supporting congregation. And re-

member, I’ll be back! 

Keeping score 
 
Baseball purists often delight 
in keeping detailed score-
cards. So do many Christians 
— often unknowingly. Do you 
give yourself “credit” for your years in the 
faith? for the number of services or studies 
you attend? for the good deeds you perform? 
for the Bible verses and creeds you know by 
heart? 
 
In Philippians 3:4-6, Paul recites his impres-
sive scorecard, yet despite those credentials, 
he couldn’t earn God’s favor. Neither can we. 
Our tallies are all “loss” (v. 7) when compared 
to the righteousness that comes through faith 
in Christ (v. 9). 
 
Attending church, serving and memorizing 
Scripture are good things. But we do them 
not to get right with God but because we are 
right with God — through Jesus. 
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Emailing the church and Pastor Matt:  If you 

need to email the pastor or the church, please direct your 

email to jmdeal@gmail.com--Thanks! 

 

The church office email is 

 stpaulsuccoffice1@gmail.com 
 

Transportation Assistance:  If you, or some-

one you know, needs a ride to church or any church

-related event, please contact the church office, 445

-4534. 

Book of Remembrance forms are in 
the literature rack in the narthex.  If you wish 
to give a gift in memory of or in honor of a 
loved one, please use this form.  You can 
place it in your offering envelope along with 
your monetary gift or you can bring it to the 
office.  We save these forms for documenta-
tion until the Book of Remembrance is pub-
lished in the newsletter twice a year.   
 
Bible Study: Bible Studies following worship 
themes will be held on Tuesdays at 10:00am.  
 
 
The Men’s Brotherhood.  The men’s brother-
hood will meet for breakfast on Saturday, Sep-
tember 22nd at 8:00am at King’s Restaurant.  
All men of the church are invited to attend!   
 
The Women’s Fellowship meets Monday, 
September 10th at 6:30pm in Shellenberger 
Park.  The ladies will be assembling the care 
bags for the church’s homebound members.  
All women of the church are invited to attend.   
 
September’s Mission Offering is the Som-
erset Area Food Pantry.  The Somerset Area 
Food Pantry serves the residents of the Som-
erset Area and Rockwood Area school dis-
tricts.  They provide nutritious food items to 
hundreds of individuals in need each Wednes-
day out of the basement of Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Somerset.  Our monetary offering will 
assist in purchasing food. 

Greeters & Ushers for September 
 
September 2: Communion by Intinction:   Michelle 
Sredy—Chair & Elder, Karen Gibson—Elder, Nancy 
Thomas, Evelyn Shafer 
 
September 9:  Patrick Ferko—Chair, Ted Oppegard, 
Linda Oppegard, Rich Nichols 
 
September 16: Andra Snyder—Chair, Rebecca Miller, 
Samantha Miller, Amy Mihalik 
 
September 23: John Geary—Chair, Sue Geary, Gary 
Cameron, Amy Marteeny 
 
September 30: Mike Stutzman—Chair, Barb Stutz-
man, Suzy Housley, John Harris 
 

September’s Meetings at a Glance  

Thursday, September 6: Care Team, 1:00pm;  

Wednesday, September 12 Stewardship Team, 
11:00am 

Monday, September 10:  Women’s Fellowship, 6:30pm 

Thursday, September 13:  Youth Game Night, 7:00pm 

Tuesday, September 17:  Church Council, 7:00pm   

Thursday, September 22:  Bible Brew, 6:30pm 

Saturday, September 22: Men’s Brotherhood, 8:00am, 
King’s Restaurant 

Bible Brew 

The monthly Bible Brew gathering will be on 

Thursday, September 20th at 6:30pm at the home 

of Denise and Craig Weaver, 389 Stepping Stone 

Rd., Somerset.  Our conversation topic for this 

month is “Generations: Visioning Ministry with 

One Another.”  We hope that you can join us for 

good food, fellowship, and conversation.   

The Confirmation Class will meet on Sunday, 

September 9th and 23rd at 11am in the Youth 

Room.   
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