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Summer Mission Offerings:   

 

June’s Offering:  Habitat for Humanity—A Hand Up, Not A Hand Out 

Our local Habitat chapter continues to be active in our county, partnering with volunteers and low income 

families to achieve the dream of home ownership.  Over the years, a number of our members have volun-

teered for Habitat, helping house families throughout Somerset County.  According to Habitat for Humani-

ty’s website, their mission statement embodies a life-giving spirit:  Habitat for Humanity believes that eve-

ry man, woman and child should have a decent, safe and affordable place to live. We build and repair hous-

es all over the world using volunteer labor and donations. Our partner families purchase these houses 

through no-profit, no-interest mortgage loans or innovative financing methods.  We are please to continue 

our partnership with Habitat for Humanity! 

 

 

July’s Offering is:  The SAM Van 

Somerset Area Ministries (SAM) has been offering a free medical van service to the people of Somerset 

County for the past nine years.  The van has taken residents to hospitals in Pittsburgh and Johnstown.  Our 

support of the SAM Van has helped to benefit elderly and needy neighbors who aren’t able to secure their 

own transportation to medical appointments.  St. Paul’s Church Family is happy to partner with other local 

churches to make this important service possible. 

  

 

Church Camp Schedule 

The 2018 Living Waters brochures are now available!  Copies of the brochures, complete with this year’s 

schedule of events are available in the Edgewood Avenue Narthex.  Scholarships are available for those 

who are interested in attending camp.  Please talk to Pastor Matt for more details. 

Pause For Persons 
A special Thank you to the families and individuals who have contributed to the refreshment time after the 

worship service on Sundays.  “Pause For Persons” is a great time to gather and get to know one another bet-

ter over a cup of coffee and a cookie or light snack.   

During the summer, we find it more challenging to get families to sign up to host this refreshment time due 

to all the extra activities going on in the community.  The church members and summer guests look forward 

to this great networking time after church, so we are encouraging all families to please look at the sign up 

poster located in Fellowship Hall on the stage, and choose a Sunday that fits with your schedule.  Your sup-

port is needed to continue this important ministry time during the summer months. Call Sally at 279-1173 

with any questions or to sign up for a Sunday this summer to provide refreshments.     
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A Letter from Pastor Matt 

 
This year is the 50th anniversary of the debut of Mister 

Rogers’ Neighborhood.   A hallmark of Mister Rogers’ 

style was speaking directly to children in a thoughtful 

and intelligent way.  Unlike other children’s programs, 

Mister Rogers did not speak down to children or simply 

entertain them.  He sought to build a relationship with 

children by including them in his neighborhood.  Along 

the way he addressed challenging issues like anger, 

death, divorce, bullies, and war, seeking to teach his 

neighbors how to seek peaceful, loving resolutions to 

such challenging relationships.   

 

Being the commemorating culture that we are, the 50th 

anniversary is being marked in numerous ways.  The 

U.S. Postal Service has issued a stamp, the Public 

Broadcasting Service (PBS) has begun streaming epi-

sodes of Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood on-line, at least 

2 movies about Mister Rogers’ life are in the works, and 

a number of TV specials and interviews have aired or 

been printed.  There are plenty of good reasons to honor 

a man who did so much good for so many children and 

their families. 

 

Despite the cultural icon that Fred Rogers has become, I 

can’t help but wonder amid all of the commemorating, 

have we forgotten to live out those things that he taught.  

Those of us who were part of the Mr. Rogers’ genera-

tions grew up with his message of love and inclusion, 

yet we live in a world where many find themselves be-

ing excluded.  Most regrettably, many of those being 

left out of the neighborhood are children.  I believe Mr. 

Rogers would be appalled at many of the realities that 

children have to live with in our world today.  Injustices 

toward children abound.  The children in our local and 

global neighborhoods must deal with:  school shootings, 

sex trafficking, being separated from their parents at the 

U.S./Mexico boarder, living in refugee camps, being 

orphaned because of the opioid crisis, not to mention, 

not having adequate food or shelter because of terrible 

circumstances that aren’t of their choosing.  The sad and 

sinful reality is that each of these kids suffer because of 

the failure of adults:  parents, policy makers, their 

neighbors.  Even the Mister Rogers’ generation.   

Remembering is important, but it’s rather pointless 

when the lessons taught are not lived out.  We tread 

very close to hypocrisy when we celebrate and espouse 

the values of people like Mister Rogers (not to mention 

Jesus Christ, but we’ll get to him in a minute) and are 

not changed to become more loving and accepting of 

the neighbors in the world, especially those who do not 

look like us. 

 

The problem of aligning real values with real actions is 

nothing new.  Jesus had the same problem.  He had to 

confront the religious establishment of his day that 

preached one thing and did another.  Who can forget 

Jesus’ righteous anger as he tossed the money changers 

out of the temple?  That holy place had become a mar-

ketplace and the institution that was supposed to support 

the poor and the orphan was instead bilking money from 

them under the guise of worshipping God. 

 

Jesus and his earliest followers stood in direct opposition 

to the exploitive forces of their religion and the Roman 

Empire.  They sought to worship God by loving their 

neighbor.  Love was their language and even their God.  

As John reminds us, God is Love.  This new understand-

ing of God meant that to love another was to live in 

God.  The early church’s rapid growth was due to an 

unprecedented ability to love others, especially those 

who were quite different from the original disciples.  

Shortly after Jesus’ ascension into heaven, the church 

began to accept non-Jews into their ranks, not to men-

tion, believers from far off lands, the rich, the poor, the 

widow and the orphan were all counted among the earli-

est members of Christ’s church. 

 

Through the witness of Mister Rogers and Jesus Christ, 

we have two powerful examples of what can happen 

when we align the greatest values of God:  love, peace, 

grace, and acceptance with action.  People are included 

in the wider neighborhood that is God’s people.  The 

most destructive inclinations of humanity lose their 

power.  Dehumanizing forces like poverty, nationalism, 

greed, racism, and violence can only be overcome by 

love.   

 

There is much work to be done as we not only commem-

orate, but become co-workers with  saints like Mister 

Rogers.   Luckily we are not alone.  Like our forbears in 

faith 2,000 years ago, the Holy Spirit is with us, guiding 

and protecting.   

 

May our lives mirror the values of Christ.  That is my 

prayer for us this summer.  

 

Blessings,  

 

Pastor Matt 

 

"I hope you're proud of yourself for the times you've 

said 'yes,' when all it meant was extra work for you and 

was seemingly helpful only to somebody else." 

From The World According to Mister Rogers 
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Community 

Vacation  

Bible 

School!   
 

 

This year’s Community VBS will be June 18-22nd.  

The theme is “Rolling River Rampage.”  Come and 

experience the thrill of a lifetime as you ride the rap-

ids of amazing grace!  Children from 3 years of age 

to 6th grade are invited to attend.   

 

This year’s Bible school will be a cooperative effort 

between 4 partner churches.  As is the case every 

year, we need adult and teen helpers to make our 

VBS a success.  Please talk to Pastor Matt or Andra 

Snyder if you are interested in helping.  We hope you 

can join us! 

“Summer Worship at St. Paul’s 
One of the ways that God speaks to us is through 

our worship time together.  The season of Pente-

cost gives us the opportunity to discern the ways 

in which God is calling us to a life of growth and 

vitality.  We are truly partners in Christ’s saving 

work, so let us make regular worship a part of our 

discernment process.   

 

Please visit our church website 

(www.stpaulsuccsomerset.org) during the sum-

mer months to see updates and worship themes.  

Scripture readings can be found there for person-

al reading and devotion.   

 

I’ll see you in worship!  Pastor Matt 

Worship begins at 9:30              

   Sunday school at 10:45 

Shellenberger Park Work Has Begun 

 
If you’ve been by the church lately, you’ve likely 

noticed the large mound of dirt in the middle of  

Shellenberger Park.  Work has begun on the park 

upgrades.  Rumors swirl as to what we’re up to.    

My personal favorite is that we are installing a pool 

and a spa house.  While those might be nice, the 

brand new playground set and landscaping that is 

arriving will welcome children and families in our 

neighborhood for generations to come.   

 

Many thanks go out to Mike Stutzman for coordi-

nating the project and doing much of the prep. 

work.  We give thanks for Jeff Wahl and his crew 

for laying the wall and to Marcy Shellenberger and 

Barb Stutzman for helping to envision this project.  

—Pastor Matt 

Family Fellowship Meal 
Please join us for our annual summer meal on 

Monday, June 11th at 6:00pm in Fellowship Hall.  

Please bring your favorite covered dish, your 

friends, and family, as we open up the summer sea-

son.  We will enjoy great food, fellowship, and a 

special musical guest!   

 

North Fork Church Picnic 
Come on out to the St. Paul’s United Church of 

Christ annual church picnic on Sunday, August 

19th at North Fork.  The good times will begin at 

4:00 P.M.  with a covered dish dinner.  Drinks will 

be provided.  Bring your favorite picnic dish along 

with utensils and plates for your family. 

 

After dinner there will be entertainment for the 

children while the adults visit and chat with church 

family and friends.  The day will conclude with a 

vesper service. 
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WE RECOGNIZE OUR GRADUATES! 
The following is a list of this year’s grads, as we are aware of them.  We are very proud of them and pray 

that God will bless them in their future endeavors!  Be sure to congratulate them on their accomplishments.    

 

High School Graduates 
Mya Cameron:  Somerset Area High School 

Anna Geary:  Somerset Area High School 

Kolby Glessner:  Somerset Area High School 

Donnie McDaniels:  Somerset Area High School 

Maddy Stutzman:  Somerset Area High School 

 

 

College 
Kira Geary:  Skidmore College 

Anna Chan:  Binghamton University 

Brooke Fichtner:  RN, Conemaugh School of Nursing 

St. Paul’s Extends a Special Thank You  

to Our Sunday School Teachers 

 

As another school year comes to an end, we are 

grateful for those who have shared their time and 

talents with us.  Their dedication is the greatest les-

son they have given us!  

 

Here is a list of our teachers and Christian Educa-

tion committee members: 

 

Isabel Shumaker--Preschool and Kindergarten 

Kim Keim--Preschool and Kindergarten 

Suzy Housley--Grades 1-3 

Christie Schenck--Grades 1-3 

Kristen Mumau--Grades 4-6 

John Harris--Grades 4-6 

Craig Weaver--The Adult Class 

Child Sponsorship Program 

 
Since the 1950’s, the United Church of Christ has been 

involved in child sponsorships.  As of July 1, 2000, the 

Child Sponsorship Program became a part of Global 

Ministries.  The program is committed to helping chil-

dren at risk by providing a practical way for individuals 

and churches to “extend a helping hand.”  Monthly con-

tributions enable a sponsored child to be adequately 

housed, clothed, and fed, and to have basic health care 

until they are 18 years old.   

 

According to Lind Lawrence, the current administrator, 

the Child Sponsorship Program provides assistance to 

more than 1,000 children in 11 centers throughout the 

world.  All centers are related to our global partners 

thought Global Ministries.  These include centers in 

India, Africa, the Middle East, the Caribbean, Philip-

pines, and Armenia. 

 

At St. Paul’s, the Women’s Fellowship has supported a 

child at the Rawdat El-Zuhur school for over 15 years.  

The school, located in East Jerusalem, serves 250 Pales-

tinian children through its preschool and elementary 

classes.  The current child , age 10, Baha Nijem, attends 

the primary school. 

 

If you would like to contribute to this project, please 

mark your envelope “Child Sponsorship/Women’s Fel-

lowship,” or contact Phyllis Moore.  Thanks to all who 

have and continue to support this vital program. 

 

--The Women’s Fellowship Committee 

Graduates:  With the future at hand, may you continue 

to pursue excellence.  May wisdom and insight guide 

you, as you strive to build bridges, not walls.  Celebrate 

this achievement and always know a blessing is with 

you. For the spirit of success is your own.   
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Emailing the church and Pastor Matt:  If you 

need to email the pastor or the church, please direct your 

email to jmdeal@gmail.com--Thanks! 

 

The church office email is 

 stpaulsuccoffice1@gmail.com 
 

Transportation Assistance:  If you, or some-

one you know, needs a ride to church or any church

-related event, please contact the church office, 445

-4534. 

Book of Remembrance forms are in the literature 

rack in the narthex.  If you wish to give a gift in 

memory of or in honor of a loved one, please use 

this form.  You can place it in your offering enve-

lope along with your monetary gift or you can 

bring it to the office.  We save these forms for doc-

umentation until the Book of Remembrance is pub-

lished in the newsletter twice a year.   

 

Bible Study: Bible Studies following worship 

themes will be held on Tuesdays at 10:00am.  

 

 

The Men’s Brotherhood:  The men’s brotherhood 

will meet for breakfast on Saturday, June 16th at 

8:00am at King’s Restaurant.  All men of the 

church are invited to attend!   

 

 

A Very Special Thank You!  The Cornerstone 

does not publish itself!  Thanks to Sally 

McClintock, Cornerstone editor, we get to enjoy 

ten issues of church news each year.  Sally spends 

countless hours formatting and editing our church 

newsletter.  Not to mention, Sally has to deal with 

articles that are constantly late (mostly because of 

Pastor Matt!) and does so with abundant grace and 

cheer.  The next time you see Sally, be sure to 

thank her!   

 

Thanks for sharing your time and talents with us! 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Matt 

Greeters & Ushers for the Summer 
 
June 3: Communion by Intinction:   Karen Addleman—Chair & 

Elder, Steve Addleman—Elder, Candy Christner, Harold Wahl 

June 10:  Michele Sredy—Chair, Don Funk, Bob Hainzer, Chris 

Hainzer 

June 17: Patrick Ferko—Chair, Pete Hauger, Kathy Hauger, Amy 

Marteeny 

June 24: Andra Snyder—Chair, Nancy Aultz, Brian Aultz, Wynne 

Sechler 

 

July 1: Communion by Intinction:  John Geary, Jr.—Chair & El-

der, John Geary, Sr.—Elder, Helen Brown, Carole Wilson 

July 8:  Mike Stutzman—Chair, Barb Stutzman, Brad Winters, 

Amy Winters 

July 15:  Peg Roy—Chair, George Hay, Judy Hay, Audrey Hay 

July 22:  Jonathon Hillegas—Chair, Brody Hillegas, Ken Shaffer, 

Donna Phillippi 

July 29:  Craig Schenck—Chair, Pam Webreck, Jim Webreck, 

Ruth Blycheck\ 

 

August 5:  Communion by Intinction, Roger Rayman—Chair & 

Elder, Gary Cameron—Elder, Harold Wahl, Kathy Gary 

August 12:  Sally McClintock—Chair, Amy Mihalik, Kim Keim, 

Greg Keim 

August 19:  Pam Webreck—Chair, Roger Romesberg, Jean 

Romesberg, Sienna Ash 

August 26:  Karen Addleman—Chair, Craig Weaver, Denise 

Weaver, Harold Weaver 

Words for today, from 1968 
 
For America, this marks the 50th anniversary of a tur-
bulent year, which included high-profile assassina-
tions, the Vietnam War and civil rights protests. Five 
decades on, turmoil still abounds.  
 
May we take hope and inspiration from Robert Ken-
nedy, who, on the night of Martin Luther King’s 
death, replaced a presidential-campaign speech with 
these words: 
 
“What we need in the United States is not division; 
� not hatred; � not violence and lawlessness, but 
… love, and wisdom, and compassion toward one 
another; and a feeling of justice toward those who 
still suffer within our country, whether they be white 
or … black.”  
 
Kennedy added: “We will have difficult times in the 
future. … But the vast majority of white people and 
… black people in this country want to live together 
… and want justice for all human beings. … Let's 
dedicate ourselves … to tame the savageness of 
man and make gentle the life of this world … and say 
a prayer for our country and for our people.” 
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