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St. Paul’s Continuing Care Community                                 

is May’s Mission Offering   
 

St. Paul’s, historically related to the United Church of 
Christ, has been serving the needs of residents of 
western Pennsylvania and the surrounding states for 
137 years.  Our congregation has a history of support-
ing the mission of St. Paul’s Continuing Care Com-
munity.  Through our continued support of St. Paul’s 
mission, we are realizing Jesus Christ’s call to love 
God and neighbor.  Please give generously. 

Church Camp Schedule 

The 2018 Living Waters bro-
chures are now available!  
Copies of the brochures, com-
plete with this year’s schedule 
of events are available in the 
Edgewood Avenue Narthex.  
Scholarships are available for 
those who are interested in 
attending camp.  Please talk to 
Pastor Matt for more details. 

 

Mother/Daughter Afternoon Tea 

Sunday, May 20 

2-4 pm 

St. Paul’s Fellowship Hall 

 
Tickets are available during church or call 279-1173 to 

reserve yours. Tickets are $10 for adults/$5 for kids 6-12. 
Good food, fun entertainment, and some surprises, don’t 

miss out, get your tickets now.   

 

Festival of the Christian Home 
Please join us for worship on Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 13th as we celebrate 
families of all types and sizes.  Members of the youth group will help to lead us in 
our celebration.  We hope you can join us!   

“Putting On Our Love Shoes” is the theme for the 2018 Penn West Conference Annual Meeting:  
June 8 & 9 at California University of Pennsylvania.  Join us for two days of inspiring worship, fellowship, 
and learning.  The annual gathering of the churches of the Penn West Conference is always a great oppor-
tunity to connect with other churches and share resources and ideas.   
 
St. Paul’s UCC has the opportunity to send three voting delegates and one youth delegate.  Please speak to 
Pastor Matt if you’d like to attend. 
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A Letter from Pastor Matt 

 
Dear St. Paul’s Family, 
 
During this Easter Season we’ve been living under 
the great influence of John’s gospel and the First 
letter of John.  One of the great themes that has 
emerged in this journey from Easter to Pentecost is 
love.  The writer of First John implores us to love 
one another, “…Because love is from God; every-

one who loves is born of God and knows God” (1 
John 4:7). He goes on to warn us by saying, 
“Whoever does not love does not know God, for 
God is love”  (1 John 4:8). 
 
I love love.  I’ve even been accused of preaching 
too frequently about love.  I admit that I’m a bit of 
a Polly Anna about love.  If everyone would just 
love one another everything would be so much bet-
ter.  That may sound a bit naive, but I do believe 
that there’s something to Christ’s new command-
ment for us to love one another.  There’s got to be 
some good reason for this command.  Perhaps it’s 
so we humans get along better and live more peace-
ably with each other.  Or, maybe, it’s even more 
basic than just making peace.  Maybe Christ’s new 
commandment is motivated by who God is.  God is 
love, so the scripture says over and over again.  If 
we want to dwell in God, if we want to know God, 
if we want to be saved, then we must love.  We 
must love others as we love ourselves, and we must 
love God.  In other words, we must try our best to 
be as God is; love. 
 
Love is challenging.  Or, to put it more precisely, it 
can be difficult to love other people.  Loving anon-
ymous categories of people is much easier.  Collec-
tively, I can love my neighbors half way around the 
world.  I can even love people who are much dif-
ferent than myself: people of color, poor folks, rich 
folks, gay people, people of different faiths, people 
who are smarter than me and not quite as smart as 
me, people who have had more than their fair share 
of bad luck, and people who have created their own 
messes.  It’s not hard to love categories of people 
and one could even argue if that’s loving in the first 
place. 
 
Where things get much more challenging is loving 

an individual or a smaller group of people that you 
find offensive, hurtful, or threatening.  If you have 
trouble just generally loving groups of people, 
you’ll likely find it much more difficult to love peo-
ple who you actually know who have hurt you.  
Therapists, pastors, and friends are kept quite busy 
trying to help others reconcile with family mem-
bers, co-workers, and friends who have hurt them.  
The work of love:  forgiveness, reconciliation, and 
understanding is difficult work. 
 
Luckily for us, examples abound of relationships 
sustained by love.  Jesus is one of the most obvious 
and best examples of love in the midst of personal 
tragedy and hardship.  Even as he hung on the cross 
with his life slipping away he forgave those who 
were killing him.  He even took time to charge his 
Beloved Disciple with taking care of his mother af-
ter he died.  Once Jesus was resurrected, one of his 
first acts was motivated by love.  He forgave and 
restored his relationship with Peter after Peter had 
denied him three times during Christ’s trial. 
 
Closer to our own time we find more examples of 
people loving others in difficult situations.  The 
families of the victims of the Charleston AME 
Church shooting forgave the shooter motivated by 
Christ’s commandment to love.  They not only for-
gave him, but spoke out in opposition to the death 
penalty being used in his case.  Other crime victims 
inspire us by their love and courage as they forgive 
perpetrators and advocate for other victims of simi-
lar crimes.  In our schools and in our places of 
work, people stand up for each other in the midst of 
being bullied, isolated, or overcoming adversity.  It 
turns out, the work of love is anything but Polly 
Anna.  It’s often hard, but life-saving work. 
 
May you find the courage to love, and in doing so, 
may you experience the healing presence of God’s 
love.  
 
Blessings,  
Pastor Matt 

 

 
When you strip it of everything else, 

Pentecost stands for power and life.  

That’s what came into the church 

when the Holy Spirit came down on 

the day of Pentecost.  
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May 6:  Theme for the week:  The Love Thing 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 

Scripture readings for the week   
New Testament:  Acts 10:44-48 
Psalter: Psalm 98 
Gospel:  John 15:9-17 
Epistle:  1 John 5:1-6 
 

May 13:  Theme for the week:  Festival of the Chris-

tian Home 

The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 

Scripture readings for the week   
New Testament:  Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
Psalter:  Psalm  1 
Gospel:  John 17:6-19 
Epistle:  1 John 5:9-13 
 

May 20:  Theme for the week:  Come, Holy Spirit 

Pentecost Sunday 

 

Scripture readings for the week   
New Testament:  Acts 2:1-21 
Psalter: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
Gospel:  John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
Epistle:  Romans 8:22-27 
 
May 27:  Theme for the week:  Unity In God 

Trinity Sunday 

 

Scripture readings for the week   
Old Testament:  Isaiah 6:1-8 
Psalter: Psalm 29 
Gospel:  John 3:1-17 
Epistle:  Romans 8:12-17 

“Christ Is Risen, Christ Is Risen Indeed!” 

 
God speaks to us through our worship time to-
gether.  Join us in worship as we celebrate the 
glory of the Risen Christ in Easter.  Come and 
listen to God speaking through scripture, song, 
and word.   
 
Take some time to worship God in your own per-
sonal devotion.  Below are the scripture lessons 
for the upcoming weeks.  Read and think about 
them prior to Sunday, as your own personal wor-
ship time.   
 
I’ll see you in worship! 
Pastor Matt 

Worship begins at 9:30              
   Sunday school at 10:45 

 

Special Things Planned for Worship In May 
Please be sure to join us for worship during the month of May.  We have crafted a number of exciting 
worship services in the month ahead!  On May 6, partake in Holy Communion and enjoy great music by 
the Chancel Choir and our own Angie Richards and Josh Brumbaugh.  Violin and Trombone music will 
accompany congregational singing and special selections.  On May 13, is Mother's Day and the Celebra-
tion of the Christian Home.  Our youth will be the worship leaders. Pentecost is May 20.  Wear 
Red!!  Kari Hostetter, our guest trumpeter, will enhance worship with her musical gifts and our Chil-
dren’s and Youth Choir and Chancel Choir will conclude their seasons with a joint anthem.  Our annual 
Memorial Day observance will take place during worship on May 27th. 

“Each day holds a surprise,” wrote Henri Nouwen. 

“But only if we expect it can we see, hear, or feel it 

when it comes to us.  Let’s not be afraid to receive 

each day’s surprise, whether it comes to us as sor-

row or as joy.”  Wait—sorrow as a surprise? And 

I’m not to fear it? Aren’t surprises supposed to be 

happy things?  What does Nouwen mean?  He con-

tinues: “It will open a new place in our hearts, a 

place where we can welcome new friends and cele-

brate more fully our shared humanity.”  And I re-

member too, the psalmist’s words: “The Lord is 

near to the brokenhearted” (Psalm 34:18). Maybe 

that’s the surprise in our sorrow: that when we 

ache, as when we celebrate, God is there—in new 

friends, in shared humanity. Surprise!  
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St. Paul’s Youth Attend the                                   

Eastern Regional Youth Event 
 
UCC Youth from Maryland to Maine will gather 
this summer at California University of PA for the 
North East Youth Event. 
 
Your help is needed to assist our members (10, so 
far!) in getting to the youth event. 
 
Along with their Christmas candy fundraiser, youth 
will also be having a coffee house in May to help 
pay for their trip. 
 
Our custom as a tithing church is to assist our youth 
through being good stewards of our gifts.  If you’d 
like to give a scholarship gift to help pay for our 
youth to attend this summers event, please note 
Youth Event and the amount on your offering enve-
lope.  The registration cost is $350 per person, with 
each family contributing $50 toward the effort.  
Gifts of any amount are greatly appreciated!   

Faith Formation Class Schedule for the remainder of the term 

 
The Christian Education Classes that meet on Sunday, will continue with their current schedule until the 
conclusion of the term on Pentecost Sunday, May 20th.   
 
The Saturday classes will meet as follows: 
Grades 4-6 will meet from 9:15am-10:00am.   
The Children’s and Youth Choirs will rehearse together from 10:00am-10:30am.   
Grades 1-3 will meet following Choir rehearsal until 11:15am.  
Their term will conclude with an all-church celebration on Pentecost Sunday, May 20th.  

Coffeehouse Talent Showcase                             

and Art Walk 
 
Join us for a celebration of art and performance to 
support our youth attending the Regional Youth 
Event this summer. Local performers of all ages 
will dazzle us with their skills, and artwork will be 
on display for all to enjoy.  
 
Where? In Fellowship Hall 
When? Friday, May 18th, beginning at 7 pm 
How can you get involved in 
this great event? Come out to 
enjoy the performances and/or 
perform in the show yourself. 
We are seeking anyone who 
has a skill to showcase and 
original artwork to display. If 
you’re a little stage-shy, you can also support the 
event by donating baked goods, which will be sold 
during the coffeehouse. We are also seeking dona-
tions of bottled water and/or juice boxes to serve at 
the event.  
 

 

Please let us know if you are a graduate!  We 
would like to honor you by placing your grad-
uate photo in our display case in the nar-
thex.  We would like a 5x7, however, if you 
do not have this size, please bring us what you 
have available.  Thank you! 
 

 
All women of the church are invited to attend the 
upcoming Women’s Fellowship meeting on Mon-
day, May 14th at 6:30pm.  We hope you can join 
us! 
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St. Paul’s wants to add a little fun to your spring with this puzzle.  Find 30 books of the Bible all listed with-

in the paragraphs below.  Combine parts of words to form the Bible book names.  Turn completed puzzle 

into the church office and the first 10 entries will win a free St. Paul’s UCC T-Shirt.   

 
Thirty Books of the Bible Puzzle 

 

This is a most remarkable puzzle.  It was found by a gentleman, in an 
airplane seat pocket, on a flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping him  

occupied for hours.  He enjoyed it so much, he passed it 
on to some friends.  One friend from Illinois worked on this while 

fishing from his john-boat.  Another friend studied it while playing his 
banjo. Elaine Taylor, a columnist, was so intrigued by it, she 

mentioned it in her newspaper column. 
 

Another friend judges the job of solving this puzzle so involving; 
she brews a cup of tea to help her nerves.  There will be some names that  

are easy to spot.  That’s a fact.  Some people, however, will soon find 
themselves in a jam; especially since the books names are not 

necessarily capitalized.   
 

Truthfully, from answers we get, we are forced to admit it usually 
takes a minister or scholar to see some of them at the worst. 

Research has shown that something in our genes is responsible for 
the difficulty we have in seeing the books in this paragraph.  During a 
recent fund raising event, which features this puzzle, the Alpha-Delta 

Phi lemonade booth set a new sales record.  
 

The local paper, The Chronicle, surveyed over 200 patrons who 
reported that this puzzle was one of the most difficult they had ever 

seen.  As Daniel Humana humbly puts it, The books are all right here, 
in plain view, hidden from sight. 

 
Those able to find all of them will hear great lamentations from those 
who have to be shown.  One revelation that may help is that books  

like Timothy and Samuel may occur without their numbers.  Also keep 
in mind, that punctuation & spaces in the middle are nor mal. A chipper  

attitude will help you compete really well against those 
who claim to know the answers.  Remember, there is no need for a 

mad exodus.  There really are 30 books of the Bible,  
lurking somewhere in this paragraph, just waiting to be found.  

 
 

NAME:  ____________________________________________________ 
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Emailing the church and Pastor Matt:  If you 

need to email the pastor or the church, please direct your 
email to jmdeal@gmail.com--Thanks! 
 

The church office email is 
 stpaulsuccoffice1@gmail.com 

 

Transportation Assistance:  If you, or some-
one you know, needs a ride to church or any church
-related event, please contact the church office, 445
-4534. 

Book of Remembrance forms are in the literature 
rack in the narthex.  If you wish to give a gift in 
memory of or in honor of a loved one, please use 
this form.  You can place it in your offering enve-
lope along with your monetary gift or you can 
bring it to the office.  We save these forms for doc-
umentation until the Book of Remembrance is pub-
lished in the newsletter twice a year.   
 
Bible Study: Bible Studies following worship 
themes will be held on Tuesdays at 10:00am.  
 

May Meetings at a Glance                           
(available at press time) 

Thursday, May 3rd:  Care Team, 1:00pm, CE Room 

Monday, May 14th:  Women’s Fellowship, 6:30pm, 
Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, May 15th:  Church Council, 7:00pm, CE 
Room 

Saturday, May 19th:  Men’s Fellowship, 8am, King’s 
Restaurant 

Thursday, May 24th:  Spiritual Life & Evangelism 
Team, CE Room 

 

Greeters & Ushers for May 

 
May 6:  Communion by Intinction: Pam Webreck—
Chair & Elder, Carole Wilson—Elder, Pat Beggs,            
Nancy Thomas 
 
May 13:  Craig Schenck—Youth Group Members 
 
May 20:  Roger Rayman—Chair, Judy Emerick, Isabel 
Shumaker,  
 

May 27: Sally McClintock--Chair, Gary Cameron, 
Doug Glessner, Melody Glessner 

“Rolling River Rampage”   

Community Vacation Bible School  
 
 This year’s Community VBS will be June 18-
22nd.  The theme is “Rolling River Rampage.”  
Come and experience the thrill of a lifetime as you 
ride the rapids of amazing grace!  Children from 3 
years old to 6th grade are invited to attend.  This 
year’s Bible school will be a cooperative effort 
between 4 partner churches.  As is the case every 
year, we need adult and teen helpers to make our 
VBS a success.  Please talk to Pastor Matt or An-
dra Snyder if you are interested in helping! 

What Makes A Community Great—In Acts 4:32-35, Luke de-

scribes the first Christians as having “everything in common,” 

with no “needy person among them.” 

Theologian Fred Craddock says the early church embodied 

both the Old testament ideal and the Greek ideal, “which held 

that ‘for friends all things are common.’ Clearly, Luke is pre-

senting the early church as the embodiment of both the Jewish 

and Greek ideal community in which unity and charity thrive.” 

Just for pun! 

• Every calendar's days are numbered.  
• A boiled egg in the morning is hard to beat.  
• If you've seen one shopping center, you’ve seen a 
mall.  
• Acupuncture is a jab well done.  
• A man’s home is his castle, in a manor of speaking.  
• Does the name Pavlov ring a bell?  
• Reading while sunbathing makes you well red.  
• When two egotists meet, it’s an I for an I.  
• A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion.  
• The worker who fell into an upholstery machine is 
fully recovered.  
• Bakers trade bread recipes on a knead-to-know ba-

sis. 
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