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One Great Hour of Sharing is  

March’s Mission Offering 

 
One Great Hour of Sharing began in 1949 to 
help people to rebuild after World War II.  Since 
that time they have continued to address the 
needs of people who suffer the effects of con-
flict, disaster, and severe economic hardship in 
more than 100 countries including the US and 
Canada.  Eight Christian denominations partici-
pate in this effort to provide funds that are ad-
ministered by Church World Service to spread 
Christ's love throughout the world. 

 Although their projects have varied in the past 
70 years, OGHS is currently working in three 
major areas.  They are helping communities to 
combat disease by education, helping them de-
velop clean water sources and adequate sanita-
tion facilities.  They are combating hunger that is 
caused by natural disaster, displacement, and 
drought by supplying food in the short term as 
well as providing seeds and instruction to help 
people grow their own crops. OGHS is helping to 
provide funds to empower and educate people in 
areas that range from providing 'clean up' buck-
ets to hurricane survivors in Houston to teaching 
Cambodians how to raise chickens and establish 
a community rice bank. 
  
One  Great Hour of Sharing is St. Paul's Stew-
ardship partner for March.  Please be part of the 

solution and give what you can. 

Worship Underground 
 
Members of the early Christian church often 
had to worship in secret to avoid arrest and 
persecution.  Sometimes these “underground 
churches” literally worshipped underground in 
catacombs.  Luckily for us, we don’t fear perse-
cution in our community!   
 
Please join us for Worship Underground (in 
Fellowship Hall) on Sunday, March 18th during 
our regular worship time.  The special setting 
for this Sunday service will allow us to experi-
ence new opportunities for fellowship and 
modes of worship in keeping with the traditions 
of the early church.  Nursery care will be avail-
able upstairs in the nursery.  The Spiritual Life 
and Evangelism Team invites you to bring a 
friend to worship with you as we seek to extend 
God’s hospitality.   
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A Letter from Pastor Matt 
 
Dear St. Paul’s Family, 
 

Following Jesus 

 

Each year Lent brings with it the invitation to fol-
low Jesus.  The season begins with Jesus’ baptism, 
and his departure for 40 days in the desert where he 
prays, fasts, and is tempted.  It’s not long on this 
journey before we witness Jesus clashing with the 
religious leaders, and eventually bearing the full 
brunt of the most dehumanizing kind of Roman 
power in his arrest, trial, and crucifixion.   
 
The invitation to join Jesus on this journey should 
not be taken lightly.  It’s a journey that is full of 
self-reflection, repentance, and for some, denial as 
they seek to follow Jesus.  We meet others along 
this journey of faith.  Most, like us, are living fairly 
ordinary lives, full of good things, but also with 
their own challenges.  And then there are those dis-
ciples who are struggling in the desert, trying to 
make sense of life’s challenges.   
 
These dear ones live with demons of deep doubt, 
disease, addiction, and pain.  Others find them-
selves clashing with the movers and shakers in 
churches and denominations around the world.  
Some of them prod the church to move forward 
into a fuller realization of God’s kingdom here on 
Earth as it is in Heaven.  Yet others, find them-
selves pleading for a church that welcomes the least 
of these to Christ’s table, regardless of race, socio-
economic status, sexual orientation, or age.   
 
And then there are the intrepid souls who faithfully 
take on the rulers of this world.  They carry out the 
same type of ministry that got Jesus killed—
declaring that the true ruler of all creation is God.  
In their quest to carry out Jesus’ great command-
ment to love God, neighbor, and self, these disci-
ples speak for the poor, the stranger, young and old, 
for the interest of peace, unity, and a just world.  
These men and women believe that following 
Christ means changing the world to look more like 
the peaceable kingdom that God intends as told 
through the prophet Isaiah. 
 
Whether you are leading a fairly calm life,  are 

stuck in some personal desert, or are agitating the 
powers and principalities of the church and world, 
when you follow Jesus your life will be changed.  
The Holy Sprit did not allow Jesus to soak in the 
waters of Baptism, but drove him out to the desert.  
Nor did God permit Jesus and the disciples to bask 
in the Transfiguration glow.  When you are a fol-
lower of God your life is not your own.  God has 
plans and a purpose for the world and for each of 
us.  So it was with Jesus and so it is for his disci-
ples.   
 
What is God calling you to do?  How will your 
neighbor benefit from your kind words or actions?  
How will your passion for changing this world to 
look more like the kingdom of God bring you a cer-
tain measure of trouble and joy?  Are you ready to 
follow Jesus into the deserts of hopelessness, pain, 
anger, and injustice?  Are you even prepared to suf-
fer for Jesus’ healing work? 
 
I know this is some gloomy stuff.  Following Jesus 
isn’t always easy.  The good news is we don’t have 
to save the world.  Christ has already done that.  In 
simple terms, we are called to follow him and do 
the best we can.  One of the great miracles of the 
life of faith is transformation.  Through following 
Jesus we are transformed to be more complete and 
more whole.  The great promise of our faith is that 
in the end we are resurrected with Jesus Christ to an 
eternal life free of hardship, fear, and suffering. 
 
My prayer for you is that you may follow faithfully. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Matt 
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March 4:  Theme for the week:  Foolish and Wise 

The Third Sunday in Lent 

 
Scripture readings for the week   
Old Testament:  Exodus 20:1-17 
Psalter: Psalm 19 
Gospel:  John 2:13-22 
Epistle:  1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
 

March 11:  Theme for the week:  No Matter What 

The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 
Scripture readings for the week   
Old Testament:  Numbers 21:4-9 
Psalter:  Psalm  107:1-3, 17-22 
Gospel:  John 3:14-21 
Epistle:  Ephesians 2:1-10 
 

March 18:  Theme for the week:  Deep in Our 

Hearts 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent 

 
Scripture readings for the week   
Old Testament:  Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Psalter: Psalm 51:1-12 
Gospel:  John 12:20-33 
Epistle:  Hebrews 5:5-10 
 
March 25:  Theme for the week:  Palm Sunday 

The Sixth Sunday in Lent 

 
Scripture readings for the week   
Old Testament:  Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalter: Psalm 31:9-16 
Gospel:  Mark 11:1-11 
Epistle:  Philippians 2:5-11 

“Blessed is the one who comes in the name of 

the Lord” (Luke 13:31-35).   
 
The Season of Lent is a time to reflect on your 
relationship with God and other people.  Sunday 
morning worship is a good opportunity for us to 
come together as a community of faith and listen 
together to the ways in which God is speaking to 
us.  Come and listen to how God’s Spirit speaks 
to us through scripture, song, and word.   
 
Take some time to worship God in your own per-
sonal devotion.  Below are the scripture lessons 
for the upcoming weeks.  Read and think about 
them prior to Sunday, as your own personal wor-
ship time.   
 
I’ll see you in worship! 
Pastor Matt 

Worship begins at 9:30              
   Sunday school at 10:45 

 

Lenten Food Drive 

 
Please bring non-perishable food items to worship 
on Sunday, March 18th.  Our donations will be 
used to feed our hungry Somerset County neigh-
bors through the Somerset Area Food Pantry.  We 
will be worshipping that day in Fellowship Hall, 
so please place your donation at the altar in the 
center of our worship space.    
 

                        Devotional Resources for Lent 
 

We have special Lenten devotionals and study guides for all ages.  Please take a look at the display table in 
the Edgewood Ave. narthex and choose one for yourself, children, or family.  
 
We also have an online devotional available from The Society of St. John the Evangelist, www.ssje.org.  
They are offering an online interactive devotional called “Meeting Jesus in John.” You can sign up to partic-
ipate in this series by visiting www.meetingjesusinjohn.org.  We have printed out the downloadable series 
guide.  Copies of the guide can be found on the Lenten resource table. 



4 

March 15th at 

6:30pm 

Our popular small group forum, Bible Brew, meets 
on Thursday, March 15th at 6:30pm.  Monthly con-
versation topics usually focus on themes of faith, 
theology, Biblical interpretation, and trends in 
church and society.  This month’s topic is “John’s 
Jesus:  Love.”  

Craig and Denise Weaver have offered to host Bible 
Brew at their home, 389 Stepping Stone Rd, Somer-
set, PA.  Participants are welcome to bring snacks to 
share with the group, if they wish. We hope that you 
can join us as we brew up some good conversation 
over good food and fellowship!   

Easter Egg Hunt & Party 

 
Our annual egg hunt and party 
will be following worship on 
Palm Sunday, March 25th.  Chil-
dren and families are invited to 
gather in Fellowship Hall for the 
festivities.  Following the egg 
hunt, games, and crafts, a pizza 
lunch will be served.   

 
A sign up sheet for donations of hardboiled, dyed 
eggs, and candy will be posted on the nursery door.  
Please put your name on the sign-up sheet if you’d 
like to help provide treats for the egg hunt.  We 
could also use adult and teen volunteers to help with 
the party festivities.  Please talk to Pastor Matt or 
Andra Snyder if you’d like to help.   

Women’s Fellowship 

All women of the church are invited to attend the upcoming Women’s Fellowship meeting on 
Monday, March 12th at 6:30pm.  Audrey Hay will be presenting a special program on her  
recent trip to Holy Island in Scotland.  Holy Island is one of the earliest Christian sites in the 
British Isles.  We hope you can join us! 

 
Men’s Brotherhood Pancake Breakfast 

The Men’s Brotherhood will be making their annual pilgrimage to the Salisbury Lions Club pan-
cake/buckwheat cake breakfast on Saturday, March 17th.  We will leave the church at 8am.  A 
carpool will gather in the back parking lot.  All men of the church are invited to attend! 

Sculpted Iron Cross and Crown of Thorns 
Excerpt taken from April 8, 1973 Bulletin Insert 

 
This piece of art being dedicated today is an original 
created especially for us by Mr. David C. Weimer.  
Because Weimer’s Blacksmith Shop is such an es-
sential part of the Somerset community when it 
comes to building and repairs, Mr. Weimer’s artistry 
in the special field of metal sculpture receives less 
recognition than it deserves.  The Smithsonian Insti-
tute in Washington, D.C., selected and exhibited 
work of this talented local craftsman. 
 
The Cross and Crown is a memorial to Mr. Ezra R. 
and Mrs. Lucy P. Baer commissioned by Mr. and 
Mrs. (daughter) Dale W. Oglevee.  As one of our 
altar appointments, it will aid in worship during 
Lent and on occasions of penitence.  This “rugged” 
iron cross and the polished brass cross used inter-
changeably should keep us aware of the cruelty as 
well as the beauty associated with the symbol of 
Faith. 
 
In addition to being a work of art commissioned as a 
memorial, this project involves recycling.  Cut nails 
used on the cross and in the crown of thorns were 
salvaged from the parsonage roof by Mark and Kurt 
Shellenberger.  The stone on which the cross stands 
is from the parsonage foundation.  Until yesterday, 
it was in the center front wall under the doorway 
through which passed a multitude of persons with 
their joys and sorrows, offering assistance and seek-
ing aid. 
 
We are grateful to David Weimer for favoring us 
with his creativity.  We are grateful to Dale and Bet-
ty Oglevee for their generosity. 
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Holy Week (March 25th–March 31st) is a sacred time in the life 
of the church.  During the week we will come together for spe-
cial worship opportunities.  I hope that you will join us during 
this holy time for worship, prayer, repentance, and praise of our 
risen Lord. 

Maundy Thursday:  March 29th, the service will begin at 7:00pm. We will commemorate the Lord’s Supper 
and celebrate with the children who will partake of their first Holy Communion. 

Good Friday:  March 30th, will be the traditional Tenebrae Service (Service of Darkness).  The Adult Sunday 
School Class will lead us in worship. Service begins at 7:00pm.  

The Easter Sunrise Service:  Sunday, April 1st, will be held in the Union Cemetery with a procession leaving 
the church at 6:30am. (weather permitting).  We will meet in the Edgewood Avenue Narthex.  The service will 
be followed by a breakfast served in the fellowship hall.  The service will be led by our Youth Group and Con-
firmation Class. 

Easter Worship:  Begins at 9:30a.m. and will include the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

24-Hour Prayer Vigil 

The Spiritual Life & Evangelism Team of St. Paul's in-
vites you to participate in our 24-Hour Prayer Vigil dur-
ing Holy Week.  The purpose of the Prayer Vigil is to 
bring our church family together as we ask for God’s 
guidance and blessing in our shared ministry.  
Our hope is that through prayer, our church family and 
the surrounding community will find nourishment in 
God's love and grace.  It is a time to bring our congrega-
tional and personal desires to God and seek God’s guidance as we grow our mission, church family, and wider 
community. 

The Vigil will begin on Good Friday, March 30th at 8:00pm and will conclude on Saturday.  We invite our 
church family to spend an hour in prayer during the Vigil.  For some, spending an hour in prayer may seem 
daunting, for others it’s a refreshing, common practice.  The biggest obstacle to the practice of prayer is that we 
often get so busy with daily activities that moments of silent meditation seem like a luxury.  With all of these 
things in mind, we offer this opportunity to spend an hour in prayer during Holy Week. 

The Vigil will take place in Salem Chapel.  Prayer aides will be available to guide you through the Vigil. Please 
contact Carrie Conn to sign-up or look for the sign-up sheet in the Edgewood Avenue entrance.  

If you are unable to come to Salem Chapel and would like to pray in your home for an hour, please indicate that 
on the sign-up sheet when you choose your prayer time.  Prayer guides will be available to those who will pray 
at home.  Vigil materials will also be available on the church’s website: www.stpaulsuccsomerset.org.  

People of all ages are invited to participate!  Our church’s ministry, our families, and the community will be 
blessed by God’s spirit as we pray. 
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The Family Prepares:  For a Child's First Communion 
When?  Sunday, March 25th at 6:30pm 

Where? Fellowship Hall 
Why?  Once a month we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  For many, 
joining in the celebration of the Lord's Supper is a very special occasion.  Many 
young people in our church have picked up on the significance of the Sacra-
ment.  Some have even asked me if they can join their parents and the rest of us in 
partaking of the bread and cup.  Traditionally, a child first partakes of Communion 
after he or she is Confirmed, however, the growing interest of some parents and children, as well as 
the theological understanding that all who are baptized should have access to the Lord's Supper has com-
pelled your pastor and church council to offer The Family Prepares.   
What’s it About?  The Family Prepares will kick off with a covered dish dinner...The Lord's Supper is, after 
all, just that...a Supper!...so, bring your child's favorite food.  We'll dine together just like Jesus and his disci-
ples!  We'll learn about the importance of the Lord's Supper and why God wants us to come to the table.    
Who Should Attend?  All children and their families who wish to partake of Holy Communion for the first 

time on Maundy Thursday (Thursday, March 28th at 7:00pm).  Ultimately, parents must make the first deci-
sion if their child is mature enough to participate in the Communion service.  Age is not the issue, maturity 
is.  Does your child have the ability to understand the importance of the Meal?  If so, please speak with Pastor 
Matt and sign up.  There will be a sign up sheet at the back of the sanctuary. 

St. Paul’s Youth Attend the    

Eastern Regional Youth Event 

UCC Youth from Maryland to Maine will gather 
this summer at California University of PA for the 
North East Youth Event. 

Your help is needed to assist our members (10, so 
far!) in getting to the youth event. 

Along with their Christmas candy fundraiser, youth 
will also be having a coffee house in May to help 
pay for their trip. 

Our custom as a tithing church is to assist our youth 
through being good stewards of our gifts.  If you’d 
like to give a scholarship gift to help pay for our 
youth to attend this summers event, please note 
Youth Event and the amount on your offering enve-
lope.  The registration cost is $350 per person, with 
each family contributing $50 toward the effort.  
Gifts of any amount are greatly appreciated!   

St. Paul’s Team for the    

Daily American Challenge 

It’s that time again—time to get off 
the couch and get moving!  Join St. 
Paul’s Daily American Challenge 
Team.  The "fitness challenge" por-
tion of the program begins on Febru-
ary 4th and runs through April 

28th.  During the fitness challenge each team mem-
ber logs his/her starting weight (on February 4th) 
and exercise (walking, biking, exercise videos, etc.) 
miles/hours each day through April 28th.  On April 
28th each team member takes his/her final weight 
and tallies up total exercise miles/hours.  FYI...you 
never have to report your weight, just weight lost--
the beginning weight and ending weight are record-
ed on your own personal log that helps you keep 
track of things and you don't turn it in!  You and 
our team will get points for each pound lost and 
mile/hour exercised.  The race portion of the event 
will be held on the morning of June 9th.  Partici-
pants have the option of running 5K or 10K or 
walking 5K.  You are welcome to participate in the 
fitness challenge only, the race only, or both the 
challenge and the race.  The registration fee is $20 
and includes a t-shirt.  If you’re interested in partic-
ipating, please see Amanda for a registration form 
or for more information. 
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Emailing the church and Pastor Matt:  If you

need to email the pastor or the church, please direct your 
email to jmdeal@gmail.com--Thanks! 

The church office email is 
 stpaulsuccoffice1@gmail.com 

Transportation Assistance:  If you, or some-
one you know, needs a ride to church or any church
-related event, please contact the church office, 445
-4534. 

Book of Remembrance forms are in the literature 
rack in the narthex.  If you wish to give a gift in 
memory of or in honor of a loved one, please use 
this form.  You can place it in your offering enve-
lope along with your monetary gift or you can 
bring it to the office.  We save these forms for doc-
umentation until the Book of Remembrance is pub-
lished in the newsletter twice a year.   

Bible Study: Bible Studies following worship 
themes will be held on Tuesdays at 10:00am.  

March Meetings at a Glance 
(available at press time) 

Thursday, March 1st:  Care Team, 1:00pm, CE 
Room; Spiritual Life & Evangelism, 7pm, CE 

Room 

Wednesday, March 7th:  Christian Ed. Meeting, 
3:45pm, CE Room 

Monday, March 12th:  Women’s Fellowship, 
6:30pm, Fellowship Hall 

Thursday, March 15th:  Bible Brew, 6:30pm, hosted 
by Craig and Denise Weaver, 389 Stepping Stone 
Rd, Somerset, PA. 

Saturday, March 17th:  Men’s Fellowship, 8am, De-
part for the Salisbury Lions Club Pancake breakfast, 
meet in the church parking lot 

Sunday, March 18th:  Community VBS Planning 
Team, 12:30pm, CE Room 

Tuesday, March 20th:  Church Council, 7pm, CE 
Room 

Greeters & Ushers for March 

March 4:  Communion By Intinction: Roger Ray-
man--Chair, Sue Willison--Elder, Carole Wilson, 
Karen Gibson 
March 11:  Sally McClintock--Chair, Laura Bow-
ers, Abby Bowers, Lorin Harris 
March 18:  TBD—Chair, Angie Richards, Josh 
Brumbaugh, Heather Ferko 

March 25: Karen Addleman--Chair, Mike Boyer, 
Henry Cook, Sienna Ash 
March 28, Maundy Thursday: Michelle Sredy, 
Elder & Chair, Barb Stutzman, Elder, Pam We-
breck, Kim Keim 
March 29, Good Friday:  Patrick Ferko, Chair, 
Gary Cameron 
April 1, Easter Sunday: Communion in the 

Pews:  Andra Snyder, Chair & Elder, John Geary 
Jr., Elder, Michelle Sredy, Mike Stutzman, Sally 
McClintock, Peg Roy, Harold Weaver, Amy Miha-
lik, Roger Rayman, Patrick Ferko 

Save the Date 

Community Vacation Bible School 

This year’s Community VBS will be June 18-22nd. 
Children from 3 years old to 6th grade are invited 
to attend.  This year’s Bible school will be a coop-
erative effort between 4 partner churches.  As is the 
case every year, we need adult and teen helpers to 
make our VBS a success.  Please talk to Pastor 
Matt or Andra Snyder if you are interested in help-
ing! 



8 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 
202 West Union Street, Somerset, PA 15501 

814-445-4534 

The Cornerstone is published monthly except for July & August 
by St. Paul’s United Church of Christ.  Deadline for copy is the 
20th of each month prior to publication.  Editor reserves the right 
to edit for content and space. 

EDITOR:  Sally McClintock 
Phone:  Cell 279-1173 
EMAIL:  sallymc@zoominternet.net 
PASTOR:  Rev. Matthew Deal 
Office/Cindy:  stpaulsuccoffice1@gmail.com 
Church Phone:  814-445-4534     
EMAIL: jmdeal@gmail.com 
Web Site:  www.stpaulsuccsomerset.org 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
President: John Geary 
Vice President: Karen Addleman 
Secretary: Sally McClintock 
Treasurer:  Jonathan Hillegas 
Trustees: Jonathan Hillegas, Roger Rayman, 
Craig Schenck, Mike Stutzman 

Music and Worship:  Michelle Sredy, 
Christian Education:  Peg Roy,     
Spiritual Life:  Sally McClintock     
Patrick Ferko, Andra Snyder 




